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notch of the Culebra cut the prism is
now as wide ag It will be; all told, the
canal bed at this point has now been
sunk about 200 feet below what it
originally was and it will have to be
sunk about 130 feet farther,

Referring to railroad management in
the zone the president says that the
most advanced methods have been
adopted. He found that some of the
departments had become “over-devel-
oped” and could now be reduced or
subordinated without impairment of
efficiency and of the saving of cost,
He adds that Mr. Shonts, chairman
of the commission, has all these things
in hand and will attend to them prop-
erly, The president says that at pres-
ent 25,000 men are engaged in the
canal work and that “after a while”
the number will be doubled. “In such
a multitude,” says the president, “it
is inevitable that there should be here
and there a scoundrel” and that the
work of improvement should be neces-
garily slow, but he says: “After the
most painstaking inquiry I have been
unable to find a single reputable per-
son who had so much as heard of any
serious accusations affecting the hon-
esty of the commission or of any re-
sponsible officers under it.”

The president devotes one chapter of
his message to “reckless slanderers.”
He says that where the glanderers are
foreigners he has no concern with
them, but where they are Americans
he feels for them “heartiest contempt
and indignation.” He says that “the
outrageous accusations of these sland-
erers constitute a gross libel upon a
body of public servants who for
trained Intelligence, expert ability,
high character and devotion to duty
have never been excelled anywhere.”
He adds that each man directing the
work on the isthmus has obtained his
position through merit and that not
one has used his position in any way
for his own personal or pecuniary ad-
vantage. ‘The president says:

“After most careful consideration
we have decided to let out most of
the work by contract, if we can come
to satisfactory terms with the con-
tractors. The whole work is of a kind
suited to the peculiar genius of our
people; and our people have developed
the type of contractor best fitted to
grapple with it. It is of course much
better to do the work in large part by
contract than to do it all by the gov-
ernment, provided it is possible on
the one hand to secure to the con-
tractor a sufficient remuneration to
make it worth while for responsible
contractorg of the best kind to under-
take the work; and provided on the
other hand it can be done on terms
which will not give an excessive profit
to the contractor at the expense of
the government., After much consid-
eration the plan already promulgated
by the secretary of war was adopted.
This plan in its essential features was
drafted, after careful and thorough

Epilepsy

can be cured. To those affiicted this conveys
a wonderful message. Thoughquite common,
it is only & short tin e since it was convidered
incurable. ‘The discovery that it was purely a
pervous disorder has led to the application of
the greal nerve restorer,

Dr. Miles’
Restorative Nervine

with the happy result that thousands have
been completely cured, and others are being
cured every day, .

“In the year 92 I was striken with epilepsy.
Doctors treated me for several years, but I
grew worse. 1 would have such awful tits. I
cannot tell my awful sufferings. A druggist
recommended Dr. Miles' Nervine, and [ bought
a bottle, and found it helped me. and T 100k
three more and am cured. I had only one light

1l after I ecvamenced takingit. I do hope
the time will come when everybody will koow
that your medicine cures these awful fits,

—JOHN LEWIS, Clarion, Pa.

Dr, Miles' Nervine is sold under & guarantee
that your druggist will refund your money if
Orst bottle does not benefit,

study and consideration, by the chief
engineer, Mr. Stevens, who, while in
the emplo}'rm-nl of Mr. }“l], the presi-
dent of the Great Northern railroad,
had personal experience of this very
type of contract. Mr. Stevens “]P;l
submitted the plan to the echairman of
the commission, Mr., Shonts, who went
carefully over it with Mr. Rogers, the
legal adviser of the commission, to
see that all legal difficulties were met.
He then submitted coples of the plan
to both Secretary Taft and myself.
Secretary Taft submitted it to some
of the best counsel at the New York
bar, and afterwards I went over it
very carefully with Mr. Taft and Mr.
Shonts, and we laid the plan in its
general features before Mr, Root, My
conclugion is that it combines the
maximum of advantage with the mini-
mum of disadvantage. Under it a
premium will be put upon the speedy
and economical construction of the
canal, and a penalty imposed on de-
lay and waste. The plan as promul-
gated Is tentative; doubtless it will
have to be changed in some respects
before we can come to a satisfactory
agreement with responsible contrae-
tors—perhaps even afier the bids have
been received; and of course It is
possible that we can not come to an
agreement, in which case the govern-
ment will do the work itself. Mean-
while the work on the isthmus is pro-
gressing steadily and without any
let-up." :

The president says that a seven-
headed commission is a elumsy instru-
ment and he thinks that there should
be but one commissioner with such
heads of departments and other offi-
cers under him “as we may find neces-
sary.”

The president says: *“I accompany
this paper with a map showing sub-

-stantially what the canal will be like

when it is finished. When the Cule-
bra cut has been made and the dams
built (if they are built as at present
proposed) there will then bes at both
the Pacific and Atlantic ends of the
canal, two great fresh water lakes,
connected by a broad channel running
at the bottom of a ravine, across the
backbone of the Western Hemisphere.
Those best informed believe that the
work will be completeed in about eight
years; but it is never safe to prophecy
about such a work as this, especially
in the tropics.”

He says he is glad to know that
representatives of the commercial
clubs of Boston, Chicago, Cincinnati
and St. Louis expect to visit the isth-
mus and concludes his message by ex-
pressing his confidence in the success
of the canal enterprise, saying that
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TYPEWRITERS

WHY PAY 1100 fora typewriter when you ean get one
that will do as mueh work with more ease and in 4 nealer mans
ner for half the money. A FEW FEATURES-.Writ ng In
sight, Type interchangeable, allowing use of different stylesor
different langusges on the same machine, Strongly bullt and
Fully Guaranteed. Send for Catalogue Twenty-four,

The Blickensderfer Mfg. Co., Stamford, Conn.

Get This Gold Pair Free!

Spectacle -wearers! Listen! I want to prove to you pos!‘ivel
that the Dr. Haux famous Perfect Vision Spectacles are ever so
much better than any you have ever used before, That is the
reason why I am making the following very extraordinary offer,

Send me your name and address and [ will mail you my
Perfect Home Eye Tester, free,

Then when you return me the Eye Tester with your tes

I will send you a complete five dollar family set of the Dr. Haux
famous Perfect Vision Spectacles for only #1, and this will include a handsome
pair of Rolled Gold Spectacles .absolutely free of charge.

I also hereby positively agree to return you your dollar willingly if yon yourself
don't find them to be the most perfect-fitting, clearest and best you have ever bought
anywhere, at any price. Send for my free Eye Tester today. Address,
DR. HAUX SPECTACLE ©O 8T. LOUIS, MO, s | WANT AOFNTS ALSO.

SMITH CO. cHicAGO, ILLINOIS.
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“LETTERS TO A CHINESE OFFICIAL"

William Jennings Bryan

Being a Reply to
YLETTERS FROM A CHINESE OFFICIAL"

“A superb vindication of Anglo-Saxon clvilization and fdeals, writ-
ten by Mr. Bryan in answer to the famous “Letters From a Chinese

“under Mr. Shonts and Mr. Stevens
and Dr Gorgas this work is started
with every omen of good fortune.” He
says that a badge is to be given to
each American citizen who for a spe-
cified time has taken part in this work.
He explains: “For participation in it
will hereafter be held to reflect honor
upon the men participating just as
it reflects honor upon a soldier to have
belonged to a mighty army in a great
war for righteousness.”

THEY HAD RETIRED

The members of the local debating
gsociety were discussing the evils of
gambling. Naturally, the opinions ex-
pressed leaned much to one side. Bul
one young fellow obstinately refused
to accept the general view.

“Betting isn't half a bad thing for
gome folks,” he said. “Why, I know
two or three men in the town who
have retired as the result of betting.”

“Name them,” shouted a dozen,

“Where do they live?” demanded
one prominent member.

“No. 10 X street,”” was the quiet
reply.
When the prominent member

reached home he turned to a directory,
which informed him that No. 10
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Official,” an Inspiring and eloquent confession of faith in the gtandards
and purposes of our race, and more particularly those of the American
people, permeated with a wise and serene optimism.
sages that no man can read without clevation of his moral nature.”
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is a Time of Great

Events......

Ctanges of a surring kind are occuring
both st home and abroad. The Thrice-
s-week Worid comes to you every other day,
except Sunday, with all the news, fully and

promptly told.

The Thrice-a-week World always has aseriasl
story running. BSpecial sitention is slso
given to markets, and ihere are maoy other
valuable feastures,

The Thrice-a-week World'sregular subscrip
tion price is only #1.00 per year, and this pays
for 156 papers. We offer this unequalled news-
paper and The Commoner Logether one year
fortl. 35, 'The regularsubseription price of the
two papers is §2.00,

Addressall orders to

THE COMMONER
LINCOLN, NEBRASKA.




