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One who travels In foreign lands is likely
0 learx_l but little of the governments of the
nds through which he passes unless he makes

. special effort to inform himself, for the lines
travel are laid through the communities where
aw and order are maintained and where the
overnment is so stable that the casual observer
i no occasion to investigate its inner work-
ngs. The mountains tower above him and he
re8 them; the chasms yawn before him, and he
beholds  them; and the various forms of agri-
pulture: leave a panoramic effect upon his mem-
pry. He frequently meets the merchant in his
tore, sces the laborer at his work quite often,
and occasionally beholds a grandee’ in his car-
riage, but not being able to speak the language
of the country he learns little about the forms

of government and less about the political aspir-

ations of the people; and yet, the seience of

igovernment is one of the most important sciences,

and the "“royal art,”” as it has been called, stands
first among the arts. Tolstoy has declared that
the science which teaches us how to live is the

most important of sciences, and surely the seci-

r A

ence of government comes next, While it is
true that an individual ean by misbehavior for-
feit the blessings of good government, or by good
behavior minimize the evils of bad government—
while it is true that no government however gooil
can save a man from himself if his tendencies
be evil, and that no government however bad can
entirely deprive him of the rewards of virtue, yet,
governments may do much to encourage or to
hinder the development of the people.
Governments may retard or advance the ma-
terial growth of a country. For Instance, our
government is in part, at least, responsible for the
unparalleled development of the United States be-
cause it has given the largest encouragement to
the individual. The Japanese government has
in like manner stimulated education by the estab-
lishment of a public school system and has de-
veloped a large number of public men by the

' organization of a parliamentary system. Turkey,
ton the other  hand, has blighted some of the

fairest portions of the earth by suppressing politi-
al independence, by ignoring education, and by
paving the industrious ecitizen at the mercy of
he marauder., There has been little political
e in Turkey because few of the people have
jad the education necessary to take a broad sur-
py of the country and its needs, while great
tretches of fertile .country lie uncultivated be-
use the government is so indifferent to the
ghts of the people that the tiller of the soil
8 no assurance that he will be allowed to har-
ist the ecrop which he plants. Those who have
jvestigated the subject contend that the valley
the Jordan would be a fruitful region if pro-
ction were given to those who would cultivate
but because the Bedouin has been allowed to
me down from the hills and reap where he has

bt sown, the land is neglected.
In a trip around the globe one sees in actual

PWorking every form of government known to man.
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Russia, an unlimited monarchy until ré-
ently, laid its oppressive hand upon more than
hundred millions of human beings. They held
eir lives, their liberty and their property at

She will of the ruler, Any citizen in the Czar's
wast domaing could be taken from his home and

‘@xiled for life without he or his family knowing

Be cause of his punishment., The royal famlly

a " the officeholders held the people in contempt

-

ad denied even the natural rights of men.
the people were taught to be thankful for any
Bvors, however small, that the “Little Father”
bw fit to bestow, and they were likewise taught
Bat it was dangerous to complain when the
SHost fundamental right was ignored. Now there
'‘a Douma, and the Douma as an institution still
No one can predict through what trials
tribulations the country may yet pass, but
astitutional government will yet be hers. As
the winter timme we cannot foresee or foretell
Bat days will be pleasant and what days stormy,
8t do know that in a few months we shall
Wave summer, so without being able to deter-
mine through what tumults or riots or revolu-
tions Russia must pass, we know that in a few
years she will have a stable government in which
her people will have a voice,

In Japan the government is somewhat mixed
in its form. She has a parliament, bat the execi-
tive branch of the government is not yet in the
hands of the people. The tendency in Japan, as
@verywhere, is toward further limitation of the

er of the sovereign and further enlargement

.

of the power of the people. The vital political
question there now is whether the emperor ahall
select his advisors from among his personal

trll:f:;::ﬂ:u,?;r lft:nm the momhers‘ of the party which

e parliament. There 18, of course,
no doubt of the ultimate triumph of the par-
liamentary party. Denmark witnesged a eimllar
struggle which lasted for nearly a generation and
terminated as such struggles always do, In the
triumph of the parliament.

In China they have a mixture of monarchy
and aristecracy. The monarch is unlimited in
his power, but he is so hedged about by the
aristocracy that he really has very little inde-
pendence. Like some of the na‘ive princes who
rule under Dutch regents, the Chinese ruler is
the servant rather than the master of his of-
ficlals. Living in the forbidden eity and meeting
personally but few of his people, he s quite
dependent upon the mandaring. The aristocracy
of China is not an aristoeracy of birth or of
wealth, but a eivil service aristocracy. While
positions are often bought—sometimes even sold
at auction when the emperor needs money-—yet,
as a rule, the civil servants of China are selceted
by examination. These systems, while so anti-
quated that they have been recently very mate-
rially modified, were Intended to be falr as be-
tween applicants. The course of study was not
comprehensive, and the tests applied gave but
little idea of one's fitness for office. Thefe men,
once in power, were the rulers In all local af-
fairs, and the higher officials were Influential in
all matters of state, and yet, In spite of this sys-
tem—or because of it, whichever the reader will
have it—China slumbered while the nations
around awakened. The fact that the appointecs
to the clvil service had to go through certain
routine examinations prescribed by those who
had already passed -through the same routine,
and as it was not necesary that the appoinices
should be interested in anyone but themsrclves,
they showed no concern about the people from
whom they drew thelr salaries. It was a sys-
tem calculated to develop the selfishness which
seemed an Inherent part of Chinese life and
philosophy. Now that the school examinations
have been substituted for the civil service exam-
inations an improvement may be cxpected in the
service, but even the modified system will not
keep the servant in touch with those whom he
serves.

In Europe the constitutional monarchy has
undergone a constant development until in many
countries the king is but a figurechead. In Eng-
land the sovereign would not think of vetoing
a bill passed by the legislative body, and the
House of Lords seldom vetoes a bill passed by the
House of Commons. The prime minister is a
much more potent factor In government than
the king himself. In Denmark the government is
brought even nearer to the people by the sub-
stitution of 6ne legislative body for t(wo, that
body being elected by the people under universal
suffrage. The king of Norway is even less likely
to attempt to obstruct the will of parliament
than the king of England. Norway has reduced

monarchy to a minimum and placed the gov-

ernment in the hands of the voters to do with
it as they please.

In Swi'zerland the republican form of gov-
ernment has stood the test of experiment. In the
absence of pomp and ceremony and officlal ex-
travagance the government of Switzerland is not
surpassed, if equalled, by the government of any
similar population in the world. Threc languages
are spoken within her borders and used in par-
llamentary proceedings. The people are part
Protestant, part Catholic and part Jew, and yel,
with the initiative and the referendum in both
the federal government and the cantons, the gov
ernment rests so securely upon the popular will
that the people live together in entire harmony
and ecould resist a much larger population
attacking from without.

The colonial system also comes under one's
observation in a trip around the world. The
Netherlands have large colonial possessions in
the Malay archipelago, but they have been com-
pelled to abandon the culture systum—-a_ form of
glavery—and there are signs of a political de-
velopment which will some day make it neceesary
for Holland to consult the wishes of the peopic
more than she has in the past,

I have already spoken of both India ani
Egypt in other articles, and I only refer to the
subject here in order to draw a contrast between
colontalism as applied to Canada and colonialism

A8 It Is seen in Indin. In Canada the people have
a5 complete self-government as they have In

England, the governor-general being as little
Hkely to use the veto power as the king himself
In India, on the other hand, the natives fare noi
congulted In regard to the general management
of the country, Taxes are levied and collected
armies are raised, fed and directed without re-
gard to the wishes of the native population, They
have experienced all of the evils that ean come

from a colonial system administered by a trad-'

ing company, and they have had a chance to
learn that a colonial system, even when admin.
Istered In such a way as to command the admira-
tion of those who belleve In colonlalism, still ralls
far short of self-government. 1 have niready
faid that we have treated the Fillpinos better
than England has treated the people of India, but
that we have done so at an enormous ¢-x[;omm
to our country. It would be better for the Flli-
pinos and better for us to recognize their right
to self-government and Independence.

After one has had a chance to see monarech-

fes, limited and unlimited, aristocracies based
upon birth and aristocracles based upon a merit
system; after one has had a chance to compare
these systems with the republican form of goy-
ernment, he {8 ready to declare that from every
standpoint that government {8 best which rests
upon the cousent of the governed. Some have
inslsted that a monarchy is stronger becauso all
of the power of the government can be concen-
trated quickly and made effective at once, buat
this advantage is small when comparoed with the
advantages to be derived from & government
which the people support with enthusiasm., The
historian, Bancroft, rightly declares that a re-
public ought to he the strongest of all govern-
ments because, discarding the implements of ter-
ror, It dares to build it citadel in the hearts of
men,

A republic which is not merely in theory
but in fact a government of Lhe people, by the
people and for the people is the most enduring
of governments, It is strong because it is loved
and loved because it is good,

Aris.ocracies are defended by thelr advocates
on the ground that the few are wiser than the
many, but this is not true whether it is an aris
tocracy of birth or of learning, for as the whole
is greater than any of its paris, s0 a democracy
must be wiser than an aristocracy because It
can draw upon the wisdom of all. The old say-
ing, that everybody knowg more than anybody,
is founded upon rcason and experience, but there
is another reason why a democraey is better than
an aristoeracy, namely—that the Interesta of
the whole people are safer in the hands of the
people themselves than in the hands of any ele-
ment which assumes to speak for the people.
The faults of free government have been found
to be, not in the people themselves, but in those
who, selecied to represent them, betray their
trust. 1If the representatives of the people whom
the people themselves seleet are sometimes un-
faithful to their trust, what must be e¢xpected
of those who assume to act without being selected
by the people?

In aristocracies resting upon birth the very
fact that the rulers regard themselves superior
to the masses makes it difficult for them to view
questions from the standpoint of the people at
large. Whatever the form of the government,
there will, as Jefferson declared, always be two
parties, one tending toward democracy and the
other tending toward aristocracy. Those who
have faith in the people are constantly trying to
make the government more and more responsive
to the will of the people; those who distrust the
people are constantly endeavoring to Increase
the distance between the citizen and his repre-
gentative, In a wrepublic there are some who
emphasize the virtues of the people and others
who emphasize the virtues of the representative.
Some insist that the people should think for
themselveg and elect representatives to give ex-
pression to the public will; others insist that
the representatives should be so superior to the
masses as to"be able to do the thinking for the
people.

In the early history of this country Thomas

Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton represented -

these two ideas. Jefferson not only believed that
the people should think for themselves and should
eleet their representatives, but he believed In
short terms and frequent elections in order that
the citizens might more effectively control theie

(Continued on Page 6)
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