the engineer commands higher wages than the
teamster. The rallroad by vastly increasing com-
merce has multiplied the number of persons en-
gaged in the handling of passengers and freight,
and it has at the same time improved the char-
acter of the work done and raised the intellectual
standard of those employed. The same result
has followed in other kinds of work. It might
be stated thus, labor saving machinery, as it is
called—although it might more properly be
called labor-multiplying machinery—has created a
demand for a higher grade of labor: universal
education has supplied this demand, and the labor
organization has secured for these higher grade
laborers larger compensation and more favorable
conditions,

One thought has grown upon me as we have
traveled, namely, the dignity of labor. In no
other country is so high an estimate placed upon
the wage-earner as in this country. In the
Orient there was, until the advent of western
ideas, an impassable gulf between the prince and
his people, and there is even now in a large part
of the Orient a gulf so wide that one who toils
with his hands can not look across it. The royal
families have lived by the sword and they have
forced from those beneath them a tribute suffici~nt
to support themselves and their armed retainers.
The masses have been the prey of the governing
classes, no matter what tribe or family held the
throne, - :

In Europe the extremes of society have been
brought nearer together although there is still
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The Commoner,

8 gap between the aristocracy and the masses.
This gap, however, is growing more and more
narrow, education and popular government being
the most influential factors in bringing about this
regult. With education now more and more with-
in the reach of all, the poor boy is forcing his
way to the front in business and with his fortune
thus acquired he is levelling ranks. In the po-
litical world, too, the champion of the weak and
the oppressed is making his influence felt and his
political power is opening before him doors which
until recently were closed. In France deputies,
sena‘ors and even presidents have come up from
the people, and in England a 1abor leader, John
Burns, has fought his way into the cabinet. Who
will say that the Huropean laboring man is not
making progress when labor’s foremost representas
tive in Great Britain becomes the guest of the
king?

Yes, America leads'the world in recognition
of the true worth of the man who toils. and yet,
even in America there is room for still further
advancement. Our national life is full of instances
of rise from office boy to merchant prince, from
plowman to governor, congressman and senator;
we have had a rail-splitter made president—and
no president ever bore himself better or served
amid more trying times—while another president
looked back to the days when he followed the

tow-path on a canal. And yet, with these {llus-

trious examples of poverty overcome and great
careers built upon a foundation of manual labor,
there is still much to be domne before the pro-
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ducer of wealth wijl receive the
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which he deserves. The dignity ¢ l:H!an:.n
not be appreclated as it ought 1, |, .,,}.Tl ?,‘“
young men are taught that it is Mo =,.‘“i,r.k{.,"
to contribute by labor to the sum of . “-I,LI',}."
wealth than to spend in Idleness the money ‘” :
others have made. T

Tolstoy contends that people can not b ket
In sympathy with each other unless 1l perform
some physical labor throughout their |jyeg. p.
says that contempt for those who do 1}« Arudgery
of life is natural if we put that druie., upon
others and reserve for ourselves only i lleetu)
pursuits. Whether this be true or not, it ig trye

that we can not view labor in its prover relatiog
to life unless we measure life by a standard diffen
ent from that which is' now ordinarilv applied,
S0 long as we measure life by its income rather
than by its out-go, we shall seek those oecunationg

which yield the largest pecuniary rew:ard: whey
we measure life by what we put into the worlg
rather than what we take out of it, we shall soek

those occupations which offer the lareos field
for usefulness.

Enough has been sald to Indicate that the
world’'s work is broad enough to enlist all who
are willing to work and that the variety is suff.
cient to allow each to follow his taste and seloct
his field, provided only that he is actuated by
a purpose to render to society a service which
will be more than an equivalenl for all that so
clety has done for him.

Copyright.

A Good Example For Geor

E. M. Pollard, representative in congress
from the First Nebraska district, was elected at
a special election July 18,1905, and in drawing his
pay Mr. Pollard drew from the beginning of the

congressional term, March 4, 1905, covering 136
days before he had even been elected.

When these facts were called to public at-
tention Mr. Pollard explained that the money had
been sent to him by the sergent-at-arms and,
In accepting it he did not know he was not en-
titled to it,

This explanation was answered by the cfr-
culation throughout the district of “put it back
ecards. These cards pointed out: “Mr. Pollard
knows now he is not entitled to the money, but
he won’t put it back.” -Mr. Pollard’s opponents
waged the fight on this “salary grab” and his
supporters replied by claiming that he was en-
titled to the money and there was nothing to
put back. '

 Mr. Pollard was elected by a reduced ma-

Jority and two days after the election he made
publie a lettér which he had sent to the sergeant-
at-arms of the house of representatives, - In -that
letter Mr. Pollard enclosed a draft for $1,861.84,
the amount of salary paid him for the period
running from March 4 to July 18, 1905. In the
letter to the sergeant-at-arms Mr. * Pollard says

that he is satisfied he is not entitled to the
money and therefore retur_'_ns it. He adds:

“I would have returned this earlier ex-
cept that my right to it was not questioned
until after I became a candidate for re-nomi-
nation and re-election to congress. 1 did
not take this action at that time because my
motives would have been misconstrued, thus
subjecting myself to the eriticism of attempt-
ing to iInfluence voters or purchasing ‘the
good-will of my constituents.”

While Mr. Pollard is generally commended
for returning the money his action makes it some-
what embarrassing for those newspaper editors
and other republican leaders, who, during the
campaign, contended that Mr. Pollard was en-
titled to the money and therefore had nothing
to “put back.” This fact, while interesting, 1s
not, however, serlons. Mr. Pollard did well in
restoring the money even at a late day, and The
Commoner congratulates him for it.

In this connection, the comment of the Lin-
coln (Neb.) Journal, a republican newspaper, is
particularly interesting. Commending Mr. Pol
lard for restoring the money, the Journal says:
“The questioning of this salary payment and the
response given it shows a quickening of con-
science, a new and keener sensibility to delicate
points of right and wrong. In all its aspects it
iIs a wholesome lesson to the people and their offi-
clal servants” _ L l Pt

Very well put, indeed. An fncident that
should be “a wholesome lesson to the people and

ge B. Cortelyou

their official servants!” Will “their official ser
vants” profit by the lesson? The Commoner suge
gests that the Journal try the experiment unon
the chairman of the republican national commit-
tee, who is now postmaster general and is soon
to be promoted to the treasury portfolio.

Thousands of dollars of money belonging to
insurance company policvholders were traced to
the republican party’s treasury under the Cor
telvou management. 8o far Cortelyou has not
heeded the demands to “put it back.” Would it
not be well for all of the republican newsnapers
in the country to join with democratic newspaners
in insisting that before George B. Cortelvoy is
promoted to the treasury portfolio and thereby
given the custody of all of the money of the
nation, he restore to the policyholders the conr
siderable sums of money, for the misappropria
tion of which he is, in part, responsible. _

The republican congressman from the First
Nebraska district has shown—as stated by the
republican newspaper guoted-—"a .quickeningz of
conscience, a new and keener sensibility to deli
cate points of rieht and wrong.” Can the man
whom Mr. Roosevelt considers good enouch fo
be elevated to the position of secretary of the
treasury do less? Can ‘republican newspapers
elaiming to répresent the moral sentiment of the
pation fail in their ‘duty to Insist that the man
to whose care the money of the nation is to
be confided, ghow at least as keen “sensibilily
to delicate ‘points ‘of right and wrong” as I8
shown by the humble member from the First
Nebraska district. :

“ROOSEVELT VICTORIES”

Will Mr. Roosevelt's 'friends claim that the
result in Ohio is a Roosevelt victory? In that
state the republican - convention endorsed Mr,
Roosevelt but it gave a more emphatic endorse-
ment to Senators” Foraker and Dick who have
bitterly opposed the Roosevelt polley. It will
bé remembered’ that while My. Roosevelt received
a slmple endorsement Senators Foraker and Dick
were endorsed’ “without reserve.” The republican
majority in Ohfo is in the neighborhood of 75,000,
:n? alrt(;?d}' the;? Is serfous talk of Foraker

eing @ Trepublican nomin

g 8 ep . ee for president
_In Pennsylvania where the republican ma-
chine stood for all the evils against which Mr.
Roosevelt has declafmed, the réeptublican plurality
is In the neighborhood of 100,000. In the very
midst of the ecampaign it was shown thaf the
republican machine in that state was responsible
for a nine million dollar graft in the construction
of the s*ate house. Was the Pennsylvania vietory
an  endorsement of ‘Roosevelt?

In Colorade where the republican eandidate
for governor was, admittedly, selected by the cor-
porations and for whose election the corporations
make a fight unparalleled in the history of the
state the entire republican stateyticket was elect-

ed and the republicans captured the legislature,
thug insuring the election of a republican as a

successor to Senator Patterson. Was that a vic:
tory for Roosevelt?

In New York the republicans won out by ‘a
greatly reduced majority wi‘h the support of
every lawless corporation in the state. Was that
an endorsement of Roosevelt? ; <

Pl :
THE WORLD EDITOR'S NEW HAT

After exerting itself in behalf of the repub-
lican ticket, the New York World, in an editorial
printed on the day following the election said.
“Let nobody mistake the meaning of the narrow
vietory that Charles B, Hughes has won over
William R. Hearst. Mr. Hughes' election by 36,000
plurality 1is morally a republican defeat, a popular
repudiation of the corrupt republican machine
and its alliances with Corrupt corporations. The
Hearst vote is a striking illustration of the pop-
ular temper in regard to the abuses of corporas
tions and the demand for effective regulation.”

Ewminently characteristic of the World! For
years between elections, it has preached against
“the corrupt republican machine and its alliances
with corrupt corporations” only to be found, when
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the campalgn opened, waging battle upon _tht"
glde espoused by that same “corrupt republican
machine” and those same “corrupt corporas
tipns.” . ey
This reminds us of a letter written by C. t'-
Thorne, Rosebud Agency, South Dakota, and prin

ed in.the World during the month of April. 'It.n‘u‘,:
Addressing the editor of the World, Mr. Thnrr}ll.
said: “I am a constant reader of the New York

World. You are sending out some good demo-
cratic literature at present. 1 wish I might en-
Jay it, but I read it now with a feeling of SOTTOW,
for we all know that when the next national
campalgn comes around you will be found sup-
porting the Wall street ridden republican party
just as you have in the past—by fighting f'i“'
democratic prineiples between campaigns while In
the heat of the eampalgn you indirectly support
the trust party by opposing first the nnmin:arlrt‘lr]l
of a “real’ democrat and then his election. Wil
you not kindly chronicle this prophecy of a
humble citizen in somé conspicuous way? If it
does not prove true I'll buy the editor of the
World a new hat.” .

Judging from the part the World played ?":
the recent ¢campaign in New York City, one fl_“*—f_‘ﬂ-
be pardoned for concluding that Mr. Thorne wi
not find It necessary to buy that hat for the editor
of the New York World.




