found supporting a proposition for the limitation

of armaments. Mr. Edmund Robertson, the finan-
- olal secrotary to the admiralty, presented the
y! government's scheme for reduction and made a
“ favorable impression upon the House of Commons.
|
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3 The minister of education, Mr. Birrell, has
_ been the busiest of the ministers so far. He
has had charge of the educational bill which
'has been under discussion for several months
- and which after being perfected in the commit-
tee of the whole has been passed to a third read-
ing by a majority of a hundred and ninety-two,
As the bill deals with religion as well as educa~
tion and concerns the children of the country it
arguses deep Interest. In England the public
_#chool system has grown up as an addit'on to
~"" the church schools, or rather the public schools
have supplemented the work formerly done by
the private schools. As these schools increased
in numbers and importance the church schools
began to ask for a division of the school funds
and this, as it usually does, brought into poliiics
the question of religious Instruction in the
S gchools. As long as the private schools were
- supported by private contribution or endowment
s their religious Instruction was entirely in their
' own hands, but when these schools began to
" draw their support from, the public treasury the
© taxpayers objected to paying for instruction in
the creed of any other church than their own,
Four years ago the Conservatives enacted a law
which gave to the established church of Eng-
‘land considerable advantage over the non-confor-
. mist churches in the management of the public
" schools and this led to a campaign against the
. law by the non-conformists. Their opposition
4., to the conservative government contributed not -
R & little to the liberal victory and the bill now
i ° . under consideration in parliament puts them upon
- an equal footing with the members of the estab-
- lished church in respect to schools and removes
the tests which formerly operated against non-
conformist teachers.
Mr. John Morley, the secretary for India, is
too well known in America to require an intro-
_ duction. He stands in.the front rank of Eng-
P ) of Jetters and his appointment has given
lew hope to the people of Indla. In presenting
g the Indian budget a few days ago he promised
I & reduction of taxation—especially the detestable
. Balt tax, and said that a commission was enquir-
. fing how far the doctrine of self government
¢~ could be applied to the people of India. The fact,
{*  however, that but a few hours were devoted to
Y Indian affairs while days and weeks are given
*  to home problems shows how far the interests
£ i‘-‘g{,;,;;,ht citizems are placed above the rights of remote
Eﬂ ~  Mr. James Bryce, the secretary for Ireland,
18 ~well known in the United States, his
Ameriean Commonwealth being a standard work
2 us. He brings to his duties wide exper-
i° . Jence and a splendid mind and, what is more
. Important, an excellent heart. His sympathies
e m,hmd and he has enough Irish blood in
his veins to insure an equitable view of Irish
problems. The prime minister made an excel
lent selection when he named Mr. John Burns
as president of the local government board. In
this position Mr. Burns has to deal with the sub-
pets to the study of which he has devoted his
8, namely, labor and municipal aftairs. Having
prked his way up from the ranks he is able
give Invaluable assistance in all wmatters per-
niinfi; tlt]) 1P{rlai;e-eaazxrnorﬂ, factory inspection and
unicipalization. He is a tower
I;‘lbera.l minlstry. e i o
r. Winston Churchill, son of the late
ndolph Churchill, as the representative otLot.l!;g
lonial department In the House of Commons,
5 to deal with the Chinese question in South
lea, one of the leading questions of the recent
mpaign. The new government has undertaken
abolish a system of comtract labor which has
jen  described as little short of slavery. The
ne owners Insist that Chinese labor is meces-
y for the successful working of the mines
d that the conditions imposed upom the Chi-
86 are not severe, but the laboring men of
eat Britain are quite unanimous in thelr con-
mnation of the system and the liberal govern-
Mt s supporting their views. Mr. -Chwrehill
a brilllant young man and has, as his friends

.
. B et

of American birth gives him a more than
ual interest in our country and makes us

tion with the important work of framing a
nstitution for the Transvaal is likely to largely
rease his politieal prominence.

I bave left for the last the chancellor of the

lleve, & bright future. The fact that _his mother

iteh his career with a friendly eye. (His econ .
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exchequer, although in order of importance his
office stands near the head of the ministry. Mr.
Henry Asquith, the present occupant of this
position, 18 one of the strongest members of
the Liberal party and probably its foremost de-
bater, He was put forward to reply to Mr,
Chamberlain in the tariff controversy and ac-
quitted himself well. He is opposed to the pro-
tective tariff whether levied for the afid of par-
ticular industries or as a part of the scheme of
retalfation and his Ildeas are, for the present
at least, in the ascendancy. If the Right Honor-
able Jogeph Chamberlain, with the prestige given
him by the Boer war and with his extraordinary
ability as a public speaker, can not overthrow
England’s free trade policy there is little chance
that any other English statesman will be able to
attack it successively in the near future.

Mr. Asquith’s department kas the administra-
tion of the income tax and the inheritance tax.
The latter has yielded more within the last year
than ever before, three large estates having
turned into the treasury (or will do so) some
twenty millions of dollars. The income tax is
not only a permanent part of the fiscal system,
but a commlission is considering whether a grad-
ed income tax should not be substituted for the
present uniform one. The tax is now uniform ex-
cept that small Incomes are exempt,

Besides the measures above referred to the
new government is building homes for tenant
laborers in Ireland and proposes to so change
the election laws as to reduce the land holders
to one vote each—at present each land holder
can vote in every district in which he has land,
The government is also supporting a measure
which protects the English tenant farmers in

their .improvements and in their right to vote -

according to their own views irrespective of the
wishes of the landlord. The -liberal victory was
a victory for progressive, democratic ideas and
the new government is earnestly at work put-
ting these ideas into the form of law.

Copyright, -
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SAME OLD YARN

The St. Louis Globe-Demverat says: “The
entire country paid the penalty of the blunder
of 1892, by which 2 demoeratic president and a
demogratic eongress were placed in power. The
penalty began to be exacted even before the dem-
ocrats passed their tariff bill. Everybody knew
that the democra's would, as soon as they entered
office, make an agsault on the protective system.
Capital got frightened just as soon ag the returns
came in on election night In 1892 that the demo-
crats had won. Mills began to close before Cleve-
land called his -democratic congress in extra ses-
sion in the summer of 1893, ‘runs’ were made on
the banks, and the entire industrial machinery
of the country was jarred. The people were forced
to consume less bread and meat ag well as other
things, farm products went down, and the cornm,
wheat, cattle and fruit raisers suffered with the
rest of the community.”

It is strange that republican editors and re-
publican speakers having concern for their repu-
tation, reiterate the false statement that the so-
called “panic of 1893" was due, either to demo-
cratic tariff legislation or to the fear of it.

As The Commoner has repeatedly shown the
so-called panie of 1883 began long prior to the
election day of 1802, The Homestead strike, in
which many lives were lost, occurred I July,
1892, and fallures and commercial disasters, multl-
plied. beginning as early as November 11, 1890—
thirty days after the McKinley tariff bill became
a law. All the things described by the Globe-
Democrat began under the Harrison administra-
tion and continued with the republican tariff law
upon the statute books.
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“A PEOPLE'S LOBBY"

Somo one proposes the creatiom of “a people's
lobby"” the same to he maintained at the gtate
capitala and at the national capital, for the pur-
pose of advancing public interests,

The real “people’s lobby” should assemble
at the ballot box and see to it that those who may
be depended wpon to act in accordance with the
public welfare, are elected to office. But the peo-
ple are often deceived, youn say? Quite true, but
under the present plan they have &n opportunity
of correcting their mistakes at subsequent elec
tions, and they will have additional power when-
ever they make up their minds to adopt the ini-
:.la.u‘:a and referendum——a reform that is growing

n favor,

Dr. Garvin, former governor of Rhode Isiand,

_effect any reform which
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wrote for the Independent, of New York, an in
teresting article entitled “The Statesman’s Job.”
In that article Dr, Garvin said: *“It ig highly de-
pirable that the fundamental r which s
to open the way for all other reforms, should be
in full accord with the principles of government
established by the founders of our states and
nation. As a part, and an essential part, of our
republican form of government, we find the writ-
ten constitution. Concerning that portlon of our
scheme of government George Washington wrote:
‘The basis of our political systeme is the right of
the people to make and alter their constitutions
of government.” If that basis had not been depart-
ed from the dangers and abusés which threaten
the stability of our institutions would never have
arisen. The statesman’'s work, therefore, is to
apply that dictum of the Father of his Country.
This has been done in a somewhat imperfect and
complex way in the state of Oregon. It is now
possible there for eight per cent of the voters
to propose an amendment to the comstitution of
the state and have it submitted to the qualified
electors for acceptance or rejection by majority
vote, Not only is it possible, but the thing is
actually in process of being done. At the state
election on June 3, 1906, the electorate voted to
amend, or refuse to amend, the state constitution
upon a matter proposed for their action by more
than 7,000 of the legal voters. The people of
Oregon have found the key. They have unlocked
the closed door which confined them and con-
fines us all. Hencefor'h her people are free to
the majority desires,
Discontent, so far as state matters are eoncerned,
will soon be a thing of the past. A careful pro
gress will mark her future., Some statesman has
arisen there in the coming center of the world.
To other states I would say. Go thou ‘and do like

wise.”
, Py
CHARLES DUNCAN M'IVER

On another page will be found a well deserved
tribute to the late Charles Duncan Mclver from
the pen of Dr. Albert Shaw, the editor of the
Review of Reviews. Dr. Mclver dled suddenly
on the special traln which carried Mr. Bryan
through North Carolina a few days ago. The
latter's first visit to North Carolina was made

twelve years ago at Dr. Melver’s invitation and
from that day they were close personal as well
as political, friends. Dr. Mclver was a rare man,
Having worked his way up from an humble sta-
tion he first showed what an ambitious young man
could do for himself, and then he dedicated him-
self to the task of showing what a noble and
unselfish man could do for hig fellows, He re-.
ceived flattering offers to go into other occupa-
tions, but he regarded his occupstion, that of
teaching, as a ealling to him and resisted the
temptation. He did not leavée much money, but
he left what money can not buy—a good name
which, as the wise man says, is rather to be
chosen than great riches, and loving favor, which
is to be preferred to silver and gold. The for-
tune which he left can not be computed in dol-
lars, and is a legacy to the entire land. So great
was the sorrow caused by his death that the
political meeting which was arranged for his
city that evening was converted into a memorial
meeting. How this old world would be trans-
formed if all of its people cherished the ideal
which Dr. Mclver followed along an ever bright-

ening way.
7

UNDIGNIFIED

“Uncle Joe” Cammon says that a man sug-
gested to him that the tariff om steel should be
cut down as one of the first legislative acts, but
that he had replied: “My friend, I think the
schedule is too high, myself, but do you suppose
that we can turn a double somersault and cut it

down?"

Perhaps there are some who Indulge in the
violent supposition that the tariff on steel, or
other special favor enjoyed by liberal contribu-
tors to the republican campaign fund, will be “cut
down” by the republican party, but they are the
victims of misplaced confidence,

Steel rails selling for $28 in America were
selling abroad for about $20, but in spite of this
hold-up, the republican party is powerless to act!

There are no ‘“double somersaulta” to be
turned by republican leaders 8o far as the tariff
question is concerned. That would be highly un-
dignified in a “standpatter”



