are Indlans, hig collectors are Indlans, his school
teachers are Indians, and he has an Indian arm]{i
I had the pleasure of meeting one of the counc

and the head of the school system of the amt%
and found them men of fine appearance and hig

culture. The illiteracy in his state compares fa-
vorably with that in the states under British
administration, and the graduates from the Ma-
haraja’s college compete successfully in the ex-
aminations with the graduates from other col-
leges. They have at Jaipore an art school in
which all kinds of manual training are taught,
and the sale-room of this school gives accurate
information as to the capacity of the natives for
industrial development. We found here the only
native pottery of merit that we noticed in the
country.

Thye city of Jaipore-was laid out in 1728 and
is one of the most attractive citieg in India, The
main streets are a hundred and ten feet wide,
the buildings are Orlental in style, most of them
two stories in height—some three—and are all
painted the same shade of pink, with white trim-
mings and green shutters, The entire city is sup-
plied with water and the streets are lighted
by gas. All in all, Jaipore makes a favorable im-
pression upon the visitor, :

Some six miles away is the ancient city of
Amber, the capital of the state until Jaipore was
established. It ig reached by a ride on elephant
back, the only ride of this kind that we have
yet had. There is a beautiful palace at Amber
which gives some idea of the luxury. in which
the Indian rulers lived. We returned from this
trip late In the evening when the peacocks were
golng to roost, and nearly eyery tree contained
one or more of these gaudy-plumaged fowls.
These were apparently wild, and thelr numbers
and beauty recalled the faet that the peacock
is India's royal bird: and it is not an inappro-
private symbol of the pomp and magnificence of

the Oriental kings, I might digress here to say
that the respect fop life taught im the Hindu
scriptures has filled India to excess with useless
birds and animals, The crows and kites are
a nuisance, It is no uncommon thing to see a
vendor of cakes and sweetmeats bearing his
basket on his head anq waving a stick above it
to scare off the birds.
Ioilows the vendor and protects him from the
birds, but in spite of all precautions they get
their toll. The crows often come to the doors
and windows of the hotels and inquire whether
You have any food to Spare, and sparrowg and
other small birds occasionally glean crumbs
from the table, At Jaipore we saw myriads of
pigions being fed in the streets, and monkeys—
they are everywhere. The jungles of the tropical
countries are not more thronged with them than
the road sides of some parts of India. About
half way between Jaipore and Bombay they were
especially numerous, and as we rode aleng on
the train we saw them singly, in groups and in
mass meetings, Here, too, we saw herds of ante-
lope scarcely .frightened by the train. Attention
has frequently been called to the fact that the
Hindu's aversion to meat has a bearing upon the
famine question, millions of cattle dying of star-
vation which, if killed earlier, might have saved
thousands of human beings from starving,
- A night's ride from Jaipore brought us to
Abu Road from which by pony carts, called ton.
Bas, we ascended to Mt, Abu, sixteen miles away,
The journey is made over a well kept mountain
road which climbs to a hei
sand-feet. While this mountain resort draws
many Europeans because of jts altitude, two
famous Jain temples are the lode-stone that at-
tracts tourists, Thege temples were built by
merchant princes ip the eleventh anag twelfth
centuries, and 1he fact that one of them cost more
than five milliong of dollars, shows that trade
had reached a commanding position in those
days. One of the temples was  built by two
brothers and the guide tells of a tradition that
these brothers, tiring of their money, decided to
bury it, but on digging in the earth they found
more, and considering it a gif

t from the gods,
built this temple, The buildings are not large,
and seen from the outside are disappointing, but

once within one marvels at the richness of the
carving, The. pillars and vaulted cellings are
of the purest white marble, brought from no one
knows where, and every inch of the surface is

covered with figures of gods, human beings, ani-
mals, fowls angd flowers,

_ The artistg utilized the
things with which the people were most familiar,
Here a frieze of elephant heads, the trunks

Joined, there a frieze of Beese, another of tigers
or monkeys. In one dome maidensg danced; in
another warriors fought; in a third ﬁo{vt.ers
bloomel. The variety is endless and the work-
manship perfect, While the panels ang friezes

Sometimes an attengant -

The Commoner.

and ceilings differ so much from each other, the
arrangement ig such that they do not sgeem in-
congruous, but form a harmoniougs whole. The
Mohammedan conquerors mutilated some of the
fizures because of their hatred of idolatry, but
when under Lord Curzon's administration the
work of restoration was begun, it was impossible
to find marble like the original.

Around these temples are numerous shrines,
each containing a seated figure very much re-
sembling Buddha. The Jains are a seet of the
Hindus, and their temples are renowned for their
beauty. This temple is visited by a large number
of pilgrims every year, some, of whom were
chanting their prayers while we were there,

Another night's ride and we weré in Bombay,
and what a luxury to find a hotel constructed upon
the American plan. The Taj Mahal is the finest
hotel in the Orient and would be a ecredit to any
city in our country, It was bullt by Mr. Tata,
a rich Parsee, who planned it more from publie
than from private considerations.

We found the plague increasing in virulence,
three hundred having died in the city the day
before we arrived. Bombay has suffered terribly
from this scourge, twenty-four per cent having
perished from it in the last few days. Two years
ago the American consul, Hon. William T. Fee,
lost his daughter and came near losing his wife
by this dread disease, and two of the Huropean
consuls have recently had to leave their homes
because of deaths among thelr native servants,
With so many dying in a single city (and ten
thousand a_week in the entire country), India
would seem an unsafe place to visit, and yet one
would not know except for the mewspapers that
an epidemic was raging, so little does it affect
business or social life. There is now in use a
system of inoculation which promises to ma-
terially lessen the mortality from this disease. A
serum fis prepared in which the venom of ser-
pents is the chief ingredient, and this hypodermi-
cally administered has been found almost a sure
preventive, While the physiciens "afeé employ-

- Ing this remedy, the rat-catchers are also busy,

and about a thousand rodents are captured per
day, it RAving beem demonstrated that the rat
nolwotly spreads the disease, but carries a . flea
that imparts it by its bite, i :

Bombay i¢ the Manchester of India, and the
smoke stacks of its many cotton factories give
to the city a very business like appearance.
These mills are largely owned by Indians and
operated by Indian capital,

On an island near Bombay is one of the
most frequented of the rock-hewn temples, called
the Elephanta Caves. This temple is chiseled
out of the solid rock, great pillars being left to
support the roof. It is about one hundred and
thirty feet square by seventeen in height and
contains a number of figures of heroic size,
These figures are carved from the walls and
represent various gods and demons. The Portu-
guese Christians, several centuries ago, showed
their contempt for these “gods of stone by firing
their cannon into the temple. While some of the
pillars were battered down and some of the carv-
ings mutilated, enough now remains to show the
impressiveness of this ancient place of worship,

No one can visit Bombay without becoming
interested in a religious sect, the members of
which are known as Parsees, They are few in

* numbers, probably not exceeding a hundred thou-

sand in the world, more than half of whom live
in or near Bombay. Theirs is the religion of
Zoroaster, and they contest with the Hebrews
the honor of being the first bellevers in one God.
Their sacred books, the Zend-Avesta, are very
ancient, and the origin of their religion is placed
anywhere from seven hundred B. C, to three
thousand B. C. They not only believe in one
iod, but they believe in immortailty and claim
to have impressed their ideas upon the Ilsrae-
lites when the latter were in bondage in Babylon.
The Parsees see in the world, as well as in the
human being, a continuing confliet between right
and wrong, and they regulate their conduet by
a high ethical system. When the Moslems swept

over Persia and made it one of the starg in -

Islam’s crown, a band of Parsees preferred migra-.
tion to conversion, and, like our pilgrim fathers,
sought a home in a new country, In Bombay
they have preserved their Identity for some nine
centuries and have made themselves a potent in-
fluence in every department ,0f the city’s activity,
They have their marriage eceremony, their fire
femples and their funeral rites. They have some-
times been called fire wotshipers ang sun waor-
shippers, but they simply regard fire as the purest
thing known angd therefore accept it as a symbol
of the invisible god. 'Fire is kept burning in
their temples, and when & new temple is to be
dedicated, fire is collected from the homes of
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persons engaged im the principal industries

occupations, and this mingled fire is used to
kindle another fire and this new fire another unti
the ninth fire ig lighted, and this becomes the
altar fire, Each fire ig kindled without coming
into contact with the former one.

The Parsees have a peculiar form of buria)
which has come down from pre-historie times, O
Malabar Hill in the suburbs of. Bombay, over.
looking the sea, in the midst of a beautiful par.
den, are their Towers of Silence. - These are
large circular buildings twenty-five or thirty feer
high and without a roof. Within the wall ic 2
cireular platform sloping Inward to a well in the
center, When a Parsee dles he is prepared for
burial and borne to this garden. After the last
rites have been performed and the relatives and
friends have taken their farewell, the body is
carried within the tower by men appointeq for
the purpose and placed naked upon this platform.
As soon as the corpse bearers ‘depart, the wait-
ing vultures (of which several hundred make
the garden) swoop down upon it
and do not rise until the bones are bare. The
skeletons, sun-bleached, are washeqd by the rains
in the pit in the center, where rich and poor,
conspicuous and obscure, mingle their dust to.
gether. Every sanitary precaution is taken and
a fixed rate of five rupees is charged to all alike,
the money being advanced from a burial fund
where the family can not afford to bear the
expense,

The Parsees of Bombay, though they wear a
dress peculiar to themselves, ‘are of all the In-
dians most like the Buropeans and Americans.
We were in one Parsee home, and the furniture,
the pictures and the library were such as would
be found in the average home in our country,
Statistics show that the percentage of education
among the Parsees is very much higher than
among any other class of, inhabitants and the
women share the educational  advantages with
the men, 3

The welkto-do Parsees have been conspicu-
ous in philanthropy, endowing colleges, hospitals
and other charities, While they are counted among
the staunchest friends of British rule, they are
also among the most intelligent eritics of the
government's faults. Sir Pherosha M, Mehta, the
leading Parsee orator, is prominent in the na-
tional congress movement. At a reception given
at the hotel, and on other occasions, we had an
opportunity to meet g number of the Parsees,
men and women, priests and laymen, and found
them abreast with the times and alive to the
problems with which the world Is wrestling to-
“day, y

I can not close thig article without mention-
ing the increasing presence of, American influence
in Bombay. An American minister, Dr. Mell, is
pastor of the principal Methodist church, and the
American Congregationalists have a largely at-
tended schoo)l for boys and girls in the city.
Many of the students were taken from famine-
stricken ho

mes and are being educated with

American money., There is also here a school for

the blind under American management, where
the students are not only taught to read and
write, but trained in the indugtries for which
they are fitted,

. I do not apologize for mentioning from time
to time the institutions which altruistic Ameri-
cans have scattered over the Orient. If we can
not boast that the-sun never sets on American
territory, we ecan find satisfaction in the fact
that the sun mever sets upon American philan-
thropy; if the boom of onr cannon does not fol-
low the Orb of Day in hig dally round, the grate-
ful thanks of those who have been the benefi-

claries of American generogity form a chorus
that encircles the globe, '

Copyright,

and

WHEN?

A London dispatch to the New York Sun
Says: “When America beging to send its great-
est eriminals to jail, Burope will begin to believe

that there is a real standard of morality in that
country.”

We need not do this for the delectation of
Europe, Long ago we should have commenced

the work of “sending ouy greatest criminals to
jail™ It is mever too late to engage in a good .
work. Let the New York Sun and other great
newspapers abandon the bad habit they have of
apologizing for the misdeeds of rich rascals who,
under the guise of “busineds enterprise,” commit
all manner of offenses against the laws of Godl
and the statutes of man, "



