8 UNITED STATES supreme court has af-
l”ﬂ:'mmi the decisions of the lower courts in
the conviction of Joseph R. Burton, United States
senator from Kansas, Senator Burton was con-
victed on two counts, and was gentenced to serve
nine months in the Iron county (Mo.) jail and to
pay a fine of $2,600, The sentence was Bus-
talned by the supreme court by a vote of six to
three, Justices White, Brewer and Peckham dis-
senting, The dissenting justices held that because
the United States wasg not financially interested
in the case against the company for which Bur-
ton appeared, no erime had been committed,
The court gave Mr, Burton's attorneys sixty days
in which to file a motion for a re-hearing, and
this will act as a stay until October. It ks bhe-
lieved, however, that by next fall the Kansas
genalor must undergo imprisonment,
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CIE UNITED STATE senators, Burton of
Hflg;ll:ana, Dietrich of Nebraska, and Mitchell
of Oregon, have been tried. Dietrich escaped on
a technicality, Mitchell was conylcted and died
pending an appeal, while Burton has waged a long
battle. He was convicted under the law which
prohibits a senator or representative‘from prac.
ticing before the executive departments, He ap-
peared before the postoffice department as the
pald &ttorney for a grain company doing busi-
ness in 8t. Louis, which company had been de-
nied the use of the mails. Mr. Burton was em-
ployed by this company to prevent ‘the issuance
of a fraud order. Included in the wsentence of
the court is that Burton be forever debarred from
holding office. 1t is claimed that this, however,

does not formally oust him from the senate, but
that it will be mnecessary for the senate to ex-
pell him. Senator Hale of Maink, has introduced
a resolution providing for an inquiry as to Bur-
. ﬁm[atm. with. respect to the senate,

Topeka,

ansas, dispatches say that in the event Gov-
ernor Hoch ig called upon to appoint a successor
to Burton Representative Charles Curtis will be
the man,
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UDGE JACKSON of West Virginia who, for
more than forty-four years served on the
federal bench, says: “Unless a check is put
upon the present tendency toward corruption,
which hag been gaining in force during the last
few years, this country will be in a bad way,
That there is corruption in private life is dem-
onstrated by the increasing number of divorce
cases. The antics of high life, aped by those of
lesser wealth, are largely responsible, The rem-

edy for that lies in the moral precepts of the
Christian religion.”
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EFERRING TO THRE strong language re-
cently emanating from congress and the
White House, a writer in the New York World
says that John Randolph of Roanoke would be
disgustied with “the poverty of epithet" dis-
played. According to this writer the best the
president could do was to denounce something
as "a deliberate and unqualified falsehood” and
the best the senator could do wasg to brand some-
body as “a deliberate and malicious liar.” The
World writer says: “7o John Randolph thax
would have been the innocent prattle of babes,
There was a man who knew how to quarrel with
presidents and congressmen and cabinet officers!
When he objected to the Jay treaty he proposed
this toast: ‘George Washington, may he be
damned!” He used to refer to the Adams family
as ‘the American house of Stuart,’ and habitu.
ally spoke of John Quincy Adams ag ‘the cub.
He dubbed Madison ‘the emperor’ anq Monroe
‘the mayor of the palace,” and used to Sneer at
Jefferson as ‘St. Thomas of Cantingbury,’ »
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A(‘(‘ORDING TO THIS same authority after

Randolph haqg denounced General Wilkinson

a8 a corruptionist he refuseqd to fight with him
because “I ean not descend to your level” He
deseribed Findlay,

of Pennsylvania, as *a tooth-
less old driveller.”

Once he ordered a fellow-
member during a debate not only to sit down but

to leave the chamber by the back stairs. After
he had had a dispute with Alston, of North Caro-
lina, he met his opponent in the corridor of the
capitol, and said: "Alston, if it were worth while
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I would cane you, and I believe I will cane you.”
And cane Alston he did. He pletured the alli-
ance between Adams and Clay as “the coalltion
of Blifil and Black George, the combination of
the Puritan and Yhe blackleg.” He deseribed
Henry Clay affectionately as ‘“this being so bril
liant and so corrupt, which, like a rotten mac ke
erel by moonlight, shoné and stunk.”
DRSS
O MERE PASSING of the lie would, in the
opinion of this writer, ever have satisfied
John Randolph’s artistic soul. This writer con-
cludes: “And when John Quincy Adams felt it
necessary to reply ‘to something that Randolph
had said there was no feeble reference to un-

qualified falsehoods, Instead the president quoted
Ovid's description of Envy:

His face is livid; gaunt his whole body:

His breast is green with gall; his tongue drips
poison,

They understood the amenities of discussion in
those days. A nighthawk cab-driver on' Broad-
way would be ashamed to use the hackneyed epi-
thets that now pass current at Washington, When
such weakness, inaptitude and poverty ol imagi-
nation are shown in a great state quarrel men of

* blood and bowels instinctively long for the good

old days when Matthew Lyon answered Roger
Griswold’s charges by spitting in his face and
rolling with him in a rough-and-tumble fight down
the aisle to the speaker’s desk.”
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HE LAST AMENDMENT to the railway rate
bill adopted in the senate provided for the
striking out of the words “in its judgment” where
those words were used in authorizing the inter-
State commerce commission to fix a just and
reasonable rate. Senator Foraker, republican,
who voted against the bill, claimg that the meas-
ure is unconstitutional. Senators Morgan and
Petius of Alabama, who also voted against the
meaure, declared that they did so because the
measure was not in consonance with the doctrine
of state rights. Senator Burton of Kansas was
absent and unpaired, Senatorg Depew, Gorman
and Proctor were absent and were paired on po-
litical questions, but no statement was made In
their behalf concerning the position they would
take on the railway rate measure, Formal an-
nouncement was made that of the absent sena-
tors the following, if present, would vote for the
bill:  Aldrich, Dubois, Burrows, Patterson, Platt,
Sutherland, Warren, Kittredge, Money, Gamble
and Heyburn,
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HE RAILWAY RATE bill after having passed
the senate was sent to the house for the
pburpose of having that body pass upon the amend-
ments adopied in the senate, The provisions
of the bill as amended in the senate are de-
scribed by the Washington correspondent for
the New York World in this way: “The bill em.
powers the interstate commeree commission, come-
prising five members as at present, to fix a maxi-
mum rate whenever it is alleged that g charge
made by a railroad company is unjust or unrea-
sonable. The commission may enforce its orders
through the courts, 0il pipe lines, express com-
panies and sleeping car companies are made com-
mon carriers and placed under the jurisdiction of
the commission. No railroad may hereafter fur.
nish free transportation except in excupted cases,
A fine of from $100 to $2,000 is provideq for the
improper issuance of a pass, and the person ac-
cepting it is liable to the same punishment. The
railroads must before May 1, 1908, divorce them-
selves from all business connectiong and confine
themselveg entirely to the duties of common car-
rlers, They will not be permitted to have a direct
Or indirect interest in any commodity they trans.
port unless it is intended for their own use. All
railroads must provide switchegs and side tracks
for shippers without discrimination, Provision ig
made for the enforcement of this regulation by
the commission, Al railroads must file with the
commission schedules of their charges, Thirty
days' notice must be given the commission of
any change in schedules. Any carrier failing to
file its charges with the commission js prohibited
from transacting business. The granting of re.
bates and discriminationg is forbidden ang ga fine
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of from $1,000 to $20,000 is fixed as punishment
in addition to imprisonment for a term not ex.
ceeding two years. Both penalties may be im-
posed by the courts. Auny person, corporation or
company demanding a rebate for the shipment
of goods is subject to a fine of three times the
amount received or three times the value of any
concession granted. All orders of the commis-
sion fixing a maximum rate shall take effect with.
in thirty days and continue two years unless sus-
pended or modified by the commission or court
of competent jurisdiction, The commission is
authorized to establish through rategs and joint
rates as the maximum to be charged and pre-
scribe the division of the rates. The commis-
sion is authorized to prescribe what annual re-
ports shall be made by the railroads, It may also
prescribe exactly the forms of any and all ac-
couns, records and memoranda kept by each
railroad or carrier. Any person making false
entry in the books as ordered to be kept by the
commission is liable to a fine of from $1,000 to
$5,000 and imprisonment for not less than one
year and not more than three years, The
commission is empowered to employ such special
agents and examiners as are necessary to keep

that body informed as to the business tr:

Ansacted
by the railroads. Any examiner who divulges

any fact or information obtained during his in.
Spections, except to the commission, ig liable to
a fine of not more than $5,000 and to imprison-
ment for not more than two years, or both, Al
railroads are made responsible for any damages
or losses sustained on goods delivered to con-
necting lines. The original bill of lading fixes

full responsibility on ‘the carrier accepting the
shipment.”
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HE RAILWAY RATE bill, soon afier its are
rival in the house, created trouble, Mr,
Hepburn, of Iowa, and Mr, Cooper, of Wisconsin,
both republicans, clashed and the *“lie” wag
passed. An effort was made to have the senate
amendments passed on by the house, but it was
defeated by the majority, Mr. Cooper said that
he had been informed that a scheme is on foot
Y0 omit the express company amendment from
the bill. Mr. Hepburn said he did not take stock
in any of these reports and insisted that Mr.

Cooper give the names of the persons who had
declared themselyeg in f Mr,

avor of this plan.
Cooper, being pressed, said that he was told
that

Mr. Hepburn hag said: “Oh! the express
company amendments wij) 80 out.” Mr, Hepburn
was greatly excited, saying that any man who
made that statement told a falsehood, and until

Mr. Cooper nameq the individual who made the

been charged with falsehood, but that the infor-
mation had been given him in confidence and that
he could not reveal the name of the man,
Twenty-five republicans voted with the democratg
against the rule sending the railroag rate bill
to conference, ag follows: Adams, Ames, Bede,
Birdsel), Brown, Burton, Campbell, ooper, Dgr-
rah, Ellis, Fulkerson, Haugen, Hogg, Hubbard,
Kennedy, McCarthy, McCreary, Murdock, Murphy,
Norris, Prince, Scott, Steenerson, Volstead, Wood-
ward. Speaker Cannon appointed as houge con-
ferees, Hepburn of Iowa, Sherman of New York,
and Richardson of Alabama, Richardson is the
democratic member, Senate confereeg are EI-

kins of West Virginia, Cullom of Illinois and
Tillman of South Carolina,
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HE UNITED STATES steel corporation’s
statement of business for the first three
months of 1906 ghows that the net earnings
were $36,634,490, an increase of $13,608,594 as
compared with the firsy quarter of last year. Une-
n hand are 7,018,712 tons, an in-

crease of 1,421,152 tons over a Year ago, The
directors declared the regular quarterly dividend
of 1% per cent on the preferred stock, No divi
dend was declared on the common stock, The
directors organized by re-electing President Wil-
llam B, Corey and all the retiring officers. The
net earnings for the guarter are a mnew high

Fécord for anv first quarter in the history of the
corporation,




