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is embodied In action, When our country adl"'a .
ted that she indemnity collected from Japan after
the Shimonosheki affalr was excessive, and ll'e-
turned it, she made a deep impression upon t l;u
Japanese. It was several times referred to by
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return to China a part of the indemnily collected
at the close of the Boxer trouble.

No nation has ever given more emphasis to
ceremony than does China. Confuclus places pro-
priety among the cardinal virtues, and the doctrine
has been elaborated until the whole life is fettered
by formality, Each rising generatton Is drilled
in the performance of certain rites required by
approved etiquette, and it would be humiliating
for one to have to confess that he did not know
the proper thing to do and the proper way to do
it. Hven sincerity was of less importance, and
both Confuclus and Menelus set demoralizing ex-
amples in placing the latter above the former.
In the Analects an instance is given where one,
Joo Pel, wished to see Confucius, but the latter
refused (o see him “on the ground of being slek.”
When the bearer of the message had left, Con-
fucius “took his harpsicord, and sang to it, in
order that Pei miglht hear him.” It is related of
Mencius that he was about to go to court to see
the king when he received a message from the
king saying that the latter “was wishing to ecall
on Mencius but was detained by a cold.” Mencius
replied “Unfortunately, I am unwell and unable to
BO to court,” but next day he went out and paid
a visit of condolence to another family. While

he was absent from the house the King's messen-

ger called with a physician, whereupon the rep-
resentative of Mencius explained that he was sick
the day before, but that being a little better he
had hastened to court. It was then necessary to
send out several men to intercept Mencius and
get him to the king's house. All of this subter-

fuge was resorted to in order to get the king to
call upon Mencius first,

The kowtow is still a part of the ceremonial
greeting. If two officials are riding and meet,

they dismount and bow their heads to the ground,

In the schools the students kowtow before a Con.

fucian tablet twice each month. When we visited
the government school at Shanghai we noticed
mats upon the floor of the otherwise emptly as-
sembly hall, and upon inquiry learned that at
seven the next morning the students would per-
form the usual Confucian rites, These consist
of a series of kowtows, At a glven signal the
students kneel on the mats and bow three times
toward (he tablet, their heads each time touch-
Ing the floor: they then rise and after a short
Interval kneel again at a signal and bow three
times more, Thig ceremony is again repeated
making nine bows in all. Then they kneel an(i

bow three times to the professors: aftep saluting
the professors each student bhows
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sido of a little stream, it enabled us fo seec some-
thing of houseboat life, Hundreds of H:.;l_e‘ h:;;::i
line the stream, and in their dlml'nu.\.t_,lunq
covered cabing were housed thousands of natives,
many of whom are born, live and die in lhfﬁg
unstable homes, As they were preparing b
morning meal, we had a chance to confirm LI(:
stories regarding their want of cleun““‘—'ss'. h
wag not an uncommon thing to see a woman wash-
ing rice in the muddy water and a few ife:at
away another woman {hrowing refuse matter into
the stream, or a man performing his morning
aublutions. At Canton one has a still larger op-
portunity to obsgerve houseboat life where the
Pearl river furnishes the water supply and at the
same time an open sewer for a floating popula-
tion of many thousand,

The contrast between the bath-loving Japanese
and the dirty, complacent Chinese luborel_' is
very marked, and this eontrast 1s also noticeable
in the streets, The sights and smells that greet
the senses along the narrow streets of a native
city are not soon forgotten by one who travels
through China, and one’s ideas of modesty, too,
are sadly wrenched. .

But whatever may be sald of the habits of
the lower class Chinese, they are an industrious
and patient people, After watching them work
and observing the conditions under which they
live, one can scarcely begrudge them whatever
comfort they can find in the dreams of Heaven
which they draw from their opium pipes. And
speaking of opium, one is restrained from speak-
ing too harshly of the habit by a recollection of
the fact that the opium trade was forced upon the
“Heathen Chinee" by a great Christian nation.

The Chinese have their amusements, one of
which is the theatre. We attended one theatre
in Pekin and found the room crowded with men.
It was a commodious hall with a gallery, but the
stage was not relatively so large as in Japan.
The acting reminded us more of the American
stage than did the Japanese, but the scenery
was exceedingly scanty., The audience expressed
itself in approval or disapproval with a great deal
of freedom, -

We found a sport in China which we have not
heard of elsewhere, viz, quail fighting, These
little birds are matched against each other as
fighting cocks are in the Spanish countries. One
American told us of a fight between cockroaches.
These combats, as well as those between the
quails, give an opportunity for betting—a vice
which prevails in the Orient as well as in the
Occident,

There is one kind of bird contest which in-
volves neither cruelty nor bloodshed, although
the element of gambling is also present in {t,
I refer to the singing matches between larks.
The Chinese are very fond of birds and one
can not go upon the street without seeing men
carrying bird cages. The birds are aired much
4s pet dogs are exercised in our country. The
favorite singing bird is the lark, and these are
entered by their owners in contests, considerable
sums being often placed upon a bird. The award
is made by the birds themselves, one after an-
other confessing defeat until but one songster
is left upon his perch. The winner is quite ex-
ultant, while the others show as much humiliation
4s a Chinaman who has “lost his face” and will
not afterwards sing;

In another article I have referred to the
superstitions so widespread in China. There is
one form of superstition which has interferred
with both religion and commerce,. The natives
have for centuries heen the vietims of sorcerers
and fortune tellers who, professing a knowledge
of terrestrial and celestia) forces, style themselves
“Fungshui” doctors and make a living by select-
ir‘ng lucky burial sites, foretelling the future, ete,
I'here are certain spirits which are supposed to
preside over ecertain places, and any change in
the conformation of the ground is thought to
anser the spirits, A railroad cut or fill is some.
times objected to for {his reason, and a church
spire i, in the opinion of the superstitious, liable
L0 endanger the peace and safety of a community.
However, commerce ig extending in spite of the
“spirits” and the Christian religion is gradually
making headway against superstition.

At Pekin I attended a morning service at
the M‘ethodist church where some six hiundreq
Chinese men and women listened to a sermon in
their own language delivered by anp ‘,'\m‘.‘ric_m
missionary. On Thanksgiving day we ate dinney
at the Presbyterian Misrsiun, and during ouy trayv-
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secrated devotion on the part of the Ch}ncsn
?o the Christian faith, and why should not China
be a promising mission field? - Buddhism has here
done its perfect work and cam not reasonably
ask for a further trial; the philosophy of the
sages has also been shown impotent for the har.
monious development of the threefold man.
China has followed an ideal and followed it with
a diligence rarely exhibited, but that ideal has
heen weighed in the balance and found wanting,
It is often said in defense of Confucianism that
its founder gave to his disciples the golden rule,
gtated in its negative form, but too little emphasis
has been given to the difference between the
doctrine of Confucius, “Do not unto others as
you would not have others do unto you,"” and the
doetrine of the Nazarene, “Whatsoever ve would
that men should do to you, do ye even 80 to
them.” There is a world of difference between
negative harmlessness and positive helpfulness,
and Christianity could well afford to rest its case
against Confucianism on the comparison of these
two doctrines, "

In the Alalects of Confucins the philosopher
is asked, “ls there one word which may serve
as a rule of practice for all one's life?” He was
answered, “Is not reciprocity sucn a word?” Here
we have the doctrine of selfishness as plausibly
presented as it will ever be again. Life Is de-
scribed as a balancing “of favors—a nice calcula-
tion of good done and gogd received. There is
no suggestion here of a heart overflowing with
love, no intimation of a blessedness to be feund
in giving, : _

At another time someone asked Confucius,
“What do you say concerning the principle that
injury should be recompensed with kindness?”’
He replied, “With what then will you recompense
kindness? Recompense injury with justice and
recompense kindness with kindness.” In reply
to another question, he goes so far as to charge
that one “who returns good for evil, is a man
that is careful of his person.” How different
these precepts are from those of the Sermon on
the Mount! Christians are accused of failure .
to live up to the high ideal presented by Jesus,
and the accusatipn is just, and yet, although
the Christian nations fall far ghort of the meas-
ure which they themselves recognize, although
professing Christians reflect but fmperfeetly the
rays which fall upon them from the sun of right-
eousness, they are leading the world in all that
is ennobling and uplifting, and China gives silent
recognition to the superiority of the western ideal
in every reform which she undertakes.
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THE CRY OF THE CHILDREN

The menace of child labor is rapidly becom-
ing known to the American people, and news-
papers and magazines long silent upon this sub-
Ject are now investigating child labor conditions.

Some of the reports—all too authentic—are ap-
palling in their revelations of brutality and in-
humanity. In his book, “The Bitter Cry of the
Children,” just published, John Spargo makes
the startling statement that there are now up-
wards of 2,250,000 children under fifteen years of
age working in the mines, mills and factories of
the United States. If this statement is only one-
half true, it betrays a woeful condition of affairs,
and one that should be speedily remedied., In
southern cotton mills hundreds of children under
seven years of age are working long hours, many
of them at night, Inspection laws are disregarded,
child labor laws are Openly - violated, and the
Moloch of Modern Greed is yearly claiming his
childish victims by the thousands. Mr, Spargo
publishes in his book a photograph that will
linger long in the minds of thoge who study it,
It is a photograph of a parade of juvenile tex-
tile workers in Philadelphia who were on strike,
Their starved, pinched faces, their insufficlent
clothing and their puny limbs are in terrible
evidence, In their hands they carry banners
with different inseriptions. Several of them read:
“"We only ask for Justice.” “We want to go to
school.”  “We are protected by the tariff.”"

~ The demand for “cheap labor” jg responsible
Tor this ecriminal condition of affairs, and it
comes from those who, unable to fing enough

childish hands to slave for them at a mere pit-

lance, demand the abrogation of our exclusion

laws in order that hordes of Chinese coolies may
he lmlmrtr_:-d. It is high time the fathers and
mothers of Ameriea arouse themselves to a real-

l;;ig;;:l' sense of the danger that threatens their
children, v

Pliladelphia police broke into 4 meeting of
anarchisis and dispersed orators and auditors,
I'he only thing accomplished by this is to make
nuriyrs of the anarchists.



