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That Corn Problem

The editor of this department has
been flooded with answers to the re-
cont corn problem propounded In these
columns. To print all of the letters
would more than fill an issue of The
Commoner. “A Buckeye of the Corn
Belt,” who propounded the problem,
ig F. M. Marquia of Milwaukee, Wis,
Three-fourths of the reptys were pracs
tieally correct.

But Carl Fay of Eminence, Kan,,
gends a clipping from the Eldon, Mo.,
Advertiser which relates that Mr,
J. B. Allen brought to the Advertiser
office a perfect ear of red corn contain.
ing thirteen straight rows of kernels,
The editor of this department I8 a
native born Missourtan and he is
never surprised at anything big com-
ing from that state. But as to that
thirteen-rowed ear of corn—well, he
ig a Missourian and will have to be
shown.,

Mr. Marquis submitted drawings of
cobs with a different number of sec-
tions, but these can not be repro-
duced. DBut he gives this reply to the
problem he propounded, and addresses

it to “The Young Readers of The
Commoner,"
“Although many of you may not

have given a second thought to the
question propounded, T wish to assure
you that you will be the better pre-
pared to solve the complex problems
which are sure to conrront you later
in life by reason of having probed
into this simple problem. The rea-
son why the rows of kernels on a cob
are alwnys even is "Because twice
one is two." You may say that this
Is simply a quotation from the multi-
plicatfon table. True—and the multi-
plication table is merely a physical
demonstration of a mental fact. If
you will examine a con vou will dis-
cover the structural portion is divided
into sections running tengthwise., Two
rows of gralos germinate and grow on
each section. (Why is another prob-
lem.) These sections may vary in
number from four up to sixteen or
lwenty. But no marter whether odd
or even, the rows of kernels are al-
ways even because twice any number
Is always an even number, Multiply
any number by two, and the produet
is an even number. A simple fact,
It is true, but a fact that is a truth,
and a truth that must be recognized,
accepted and made the basis of the
solution of every proolem in higher
mathematies, and the recognition of
this mathematical trutn which I8 man-
ifested and demonstrated in every ear
of corn may prove to be the correct
starting point in the solution of some
of the higher problems of life.”

The problem was propounded {o the
young people,” and by that was meant
the boys and girls, But T. P, Huff, a
teacher in the publie scnhools of San
Antonio, Texas, sends m such a clear

answer that it is prmted. My, Huft
SHRY
“I send a solution to the ‘Corn

Problem,
“The general appearance of the corn
cob I8 that of a rignt eylinder, but
by steipping the husks from the outer
part of the cob the more solid part
'8 Tound to be a regutar prism. If
the upper and lower hases of this
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{rvgulur prism are hexagons there will
be six lateral faces, If heptagons there
will be seven lateral races, it octagons
there will be eight lateral faces. Up-
on each of these lateral faces there is
always found two rows of kernels,
t:num'aqm-mlj.‘ there is always an even
number of rows. This may also
be seen by taking a cross or right

are still on it. This right section will
also show that the pith in the center
of the cob forms a regular prism with
the same number or lateral faces as
that formed by the more solid part
already described,

“Now, | think that 1 have solved
the problem so far as 1t applles to
mathematics, but it geems to me that
there might be somo natural solution
as to why two rows of kernels grow
from one lateral face. 1 read the ques-
tion when you brought it out in The
Commoner, but did not try to solve
it until yesterday, after reading your
statement that it was a mathematical
solution,

“I have shucked and shelled many
ears of corn during my boyhood days
upon the farm, and have also studied
mathematics some, but I never thought
of this question until propounded by
you in The Commoner,

Le Roy Scott, Clinton, Mo., sends
the following answer, and Le Roy has
given what the “corn editor” thinks
is the very best answer submitted by
the “young people.” He writes as
follows:

“Noticing in your paper of the 24
inst., the question, ‘Why an ear of
corn has an even number of rows,’
and following the advice given there-
in, I have found the rollowing reason,
which I think is worth submitting to
you for your decision m regard to its
being correect,

“Every grain of corn has a fibre
or vein running from it into the cob.
In nearing the center this fibre joins
with another coming from a grain or
kernel in the next row: these con-
tinue as one to the pith, where it
receives nourishment to develop the
grain,

“This is also why a cob, when brok-
en, can be broken inro sections—the
least section contains two rows of
corns, or room for two rows.

“Although this may not be right,
it is the only material reason I can
find that the fibre or each grain of
corn in one row combines with the
fibre of the immediate grain in the
next row, to carry nourishment from
the pith or heart of the cob, consid-
ering that the fibres or all succeeding
grains of that row combine with the
roots, veins or fibres of immediate
graing in the same row as the first.”

Schuyler La Tourette, of Covington,
Ind., sent in an answer which is en
titled to rank with that of 1
Scott, although it does not quite go
Into such detail, But it shows care-
ful study of a corncom, just the same,
The following caught "the {idea of
‘twice one is two,” ana stated that
the rows were even because two rows
Erew on each section or cob:

Adlai Hugo, Reelsville, Ind.: L.
Powers, Villisca, Ia.;
1I’vkin, Ind.; Charles
an Tex,* Ny o
tmld'DﬂllO}.':5‘11}11{:!2]' }I-‘- anup,“ Harring-
Ve Yol B allon, Fort Dodge,
la.; Willie Altheuser, Caledonia Mo.
Ernest K. Spangler, Westminstes, Mq -
Bessle Quinn, Waltonvile. [)1s »' vop+
P, Murphy Mohawk, N. ¥ R T hin
Yleas: ntv]i]- la.: Tob s Ta8 J'.J‘ -ean,
Pleasa € 1a.; John J. Berry, po.
mona, (state not given). ’
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The Difference

Having read that “chaty covereth
a multitude of sins,"” the great finan-
cler drew his cheek ior ten million
dollars, and after haviug called it to
the attention of the newspapers, gave
it to a great institution of learning.

“There,” said the financier, “1 have
made good for many of my transgres-
gionsg.”

“Not 80,"” replied Conscience.
was not charity; it was
vertising.”

“That
merely ad-

e ———

Successful

“I remember Johnnie Cutely,” said
the returned wanderer as he talked
with an old acquaintance in the home
town of hig youth, “He was an awfully
bright young fellow, and the village
cut-up. I often wondered why Johnnie
didn't go on the stage.”

“He did.”

“What line?
success?"’

“The Bowerville and Hunktown line.
And he's the best arlver the stage
company has got.”

And did he make a

To Be Sure

Boasterlty—"“If there is anything I
can't abide it is a fellow who hasn't
got the nerve to come right out and
say just what he thmks. The mean-
est man in the world is the sneaking
‘backeapper.’”

Thinkerly—That’s Just what I think,
By the way, here comes Squareman;
let’'s ask him what he thinks about
it.’l

Boasterly—"Excuse me, but T don't
want to meet Squareman just now. 1
don’t like him very well and I sent

him a comic valentine yesterday. He
may have recognized the handwrit-
ing."”

Mixed

Father—"“What do you mean by Dhe-
ing saucy to your grandpa?" 2

Son—“Grandpa is the meanest ol'—"

Father—"Look here, young man;
you mustn’t talk about my father that
way., 1 want you to understand that
my father is enough sight better than
your father ever was, and—that is, 1
mean that I am better than my—look
here, young man, you chase right oft
to bed and don't let me hear anything
more from you tonight!”

Brain Leaks

When you want
look in,

There is a difference between cur-
losity and Investigatton.

We have eaten biscuits that were
perfect sonatas, ana listened to so-
natas that were awtully yellow bis-
cuits.

It is idle to argue with a man who
has a facility for inventing his own
statisties,

‘ ‘gk'hou('wr you hear a machine poli-
tician saying he has “retired,” just
look around and you will see plenty
of signs that he was snhoved,

Talk about misers who hoard their
gold—ever see a housewife that just
wouldn't open her preserves?

You never realize what £00d neigh-
bors you had until strangers move in-
to the house just vaecated.

You can not lift up without
ing down,

God’s hand is always extende
ward to men, but they have
on their tip-toes to reach |{f
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Your Crops Will Be
Money Makers

if you sow our Hardy and Rellable
ﬂgﬂh.m CGrown Seeds, We anre
growers of new and varleties
of Seed Grain, Ssed Corn, Sead Po«
tatoes and of pure and hardy strains
ol V- getable Seeds. Uur stock of
high grade Timothy, Clover Seed,
Turkestan Alfalfs, Dwarf Essex
Rape, ctc,, Is the most complete. Cloe
var-Grass Idllturo. for Permanent
and Meadows are cur
:l:'m‘?mi Hmall Fruls Planis aed
mental Hhrabe. ble prives. Dont rallrond
ecnnectiong. Bpecial Boad rite to the Northwest.
Large lllustrated Cataleg Free.
Farmer Beed Mt;uy. Faribanlt, Mian,

TREE PROTECTORS

76¢c per 100.
$6 per 1,000.

As valuable in summer against
o sun-scald, hot winds, ete,, as
= Lthey are in winter against cold

P and rabbits, Recommendedby
all leading orchardists and hor-
ticultural societies,

Send for samples and testi-
monials. Do not wait until
rabbits and mice ruin your
trees,

WRITE US TODAY
Wholesale Nursery Catalogue
now ready; send for copy.
Agents wanted everywhere,

Hart Pioneer Nurserles
Fort Scott, Kan,, Box 139.
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4c; Plum and Che very cheap.
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EVERGREENS

100, 6 to B In. $1; 12 8 In®52.560.
100, 2 1. $10 propatd. loo. to 6 ft.

vmot‘;:'a.. us‘:':fchom Fruit trees, 20
varieties, §10. Ornamental & Frult

b bargain ots SENT FRE
0 -
Good Agents J n

D. HILL, &5 Dundee, Hil.

EALTHY TREES Zcocxinasave:
L ¥

o Rudded Funh":

Ac; Budded Cherries, 150 aach good varieties.

# Concord Grapes, #2 per 100; Black Locustand

Russ Mulberry, 81 par 1006, e freight. Complete

catalog free.  galbralih Ilmlln':.‘u 84, Fairhury, Neb.

FRUITBOOK

shows in NATURAL COLORS and
accurately describes 216 varieties of
fruit, Bend for our terms of distribution.

We want more Bro's, Loulsiana, He.
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STRAWBERR

AND HOW TO
GROW THEM
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BOOK its we::ht in

FREE GOLD.
The Book that beats them all because it tells

flow big crops of hig fancy strawberries can
¢ Krown every year and i ; pick and pack them for

nw discoverien T p bt G d Orowers posted on
w veries in plan sedi

methods, It takesvhe Munﬁl::gltlxurtc::l’ ::l

course of instruction; te ' t when and how to de
everything to get B?t MI}I:‘ .
Prozghra‘ﬂm Farm with llltlt: c:: :.'f?'n”&:mu;

illustrated with photo-e ings, "
plants until you read ¥ 'bon:'k. II)to ?.t':‘rl:.r e




