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Off to School

We haven't any “lttle girl”—
With eyves alight with glee,

And hair in many a dancing curl,
Her happy heart care free,

She started off to school today
And mamma's heart Is sore;

“Our baby's gone,” I heard her say:
“Our lttle girl no more."”

We lost our little girl today.
With eager, hurrying feet

She sped with laughter Hght and gay
Along the busy street.

And watching her a mother's eyes
Grew molst with unshed tearg

As backward now her mem'ry flics
Throhegh quickly vanished years,

We lost our lHitle girl today.
With lightly tripping feet

She hurries on her schoolward way
Far down the city street,

But though the years speed swiftly by
Into eternity,

She'll be, however fast they fly,
“My little girl” to me.

Modern Definitions

Community of Interests—Society
language for the old saw, “There is
honor among thieves,”

Vested Rights—Legally authorized
to infringe upon the rights of others.

Memory-—A convenient thing to fail
back from when asked, “How did you
get 1t?”

Senatorial  Dignity-~Something to
bring out when questioned too close-
Iy,

Congress —A large body of men sur-
rounded by selfish influences.

Blackmallor-—A Mann-ly art,

Judicial  Dignity—A _
which to temporarily-fide Judicial in-
competency. , o=* 2
Finanefer™-Sometimos

_ Svhonym for paresis.

Octopus—No. 26 Wall streel.
Sweat shop—A hot house for grow-
ing bargain counter sales.

That Corn Problem

used as a

A reader of The Commoner writes
that there wre always an even num-
ber of rows of kernels on a cob be-
cause nature ordained it, and offers
as proof that nature works in pairs;
that man has two eyes, two ears, two
hands, two feet, ete.
ever, that man has only one nose, one
mouth, and one heart, He also for-

| s gets that man has an odd number of
| diglts

on each hand and foot, He
further asserts that nature never
makes mistakes, Bt people have

been born blind, with one arm or no
arms, and that nature often indulges
in some remarkable freaks. There is
a4 natural mathematical reason why
the rows of kernels on a cob are al-
ways even, and of the scores of an-
SwWers sent in not one has gone to the
real essence of the matter,

————— e

Women and Chess

An exchange expresses wonder that
the feminine gendey has never pro-
i duced 0 great chess player, Come to
. lllaini\ OU 11, there is something strange

e about that. All the great chess play-
; 'w'a_lm\'-* been men, For that 111:11(0}.
S0 have all the great billiard players,
y Lo become proficient in either of these
/ Rames one must have plenty of time
for practice, and surelv theé women
have plenty of time. All they have
; lo do in the morning when they got
up is to start the kitchen fire, get

breakfast, prepare ‘

the children for
school, wash (he dishes, sweep the
house, get the things readv for din-

Ler so the children can

hurry hack
to school, wash ‘

the dinner dishes,

toveress in TAAVE.

He forgets, how-[

darn a lot of stockings, put on a lot
of patches, make the beds, scrub the
kitchen, iron a lot of clothes, get the
washing ready for an early start next
morning, peel the potatoes for sup-
per, make biscuits, get supper, wash
the dishes, get the children ready for
bed and then do some more darning
and patehing. With Jjust this little
amount of work (0 do il seems a won-
der that more women have not-dn-
veloped Into expert chess or billiard
layers,

l It must be that there is something
about these two games that appeals
only to the male mind.

The

The smiling finaneler merely turned
in the witness chair and refused to
obey the court’s command to answer
the question,

“I refuse to answer by advice of

Difference

counsel,” he sald.
“The court insists that you an-
swer.”

Silence having reigned five consec-
utive minutes the court adjourned.
But immediately after the court con-
vened again the laboring man who
had struck for shorter hours and bet-
ter wages was haled before that same
judge.

“You have violated the injunction
issued from thigs bench!” thundered
the judge, “I—"

“Your honor, I plead not guilty”
replied the prisoner. “I have faith-
fully obeyed the court's order and I
have not—"

“That is enough from you, sir,”
ejaculated the judge. “You are fined
$100 and sgntgnced to iail for thivty
. ™Me orders oF this eourt must
be obeyed.”

Having signed the committment pa-
pers the judge sent a polite little note
to the financier saying that he was
within his constitutional rights when
he refused to answer, and assuring
him that the court would protect him
from further indignitres.

In the meantime the

workingman
was in jail,

A Lessons in Morals

“Look here, son!" exclaimed the
angry parent. “I hear vou were bet-
ting on the races yesterday.”

“Well, father, I only put up a few
dollars that Flyaway would win.”

“"Haven't I told you it was wicked
to gamble? Haven't I warned you
against 1t? If T ever hear of your
doing such a thing again T will thrash
you good. Now you take this note
down to Broker & Seller's office, and
hurry up about it. 1 think this re-
markably open winter is going to hurt
the wheat crop and I want to buy a
few thousand bushels on marging. And
don't you loiter on the way, either,”

Just Thoughts

The other day one of the old-time
“Uiilm[l printers” wandered into the
palati

al quarters presided over by the
architect of this department, and for
an hour or two architect and tourist
indulged in reminiscenses of the old
days before the typesetting machines
came In and made such radical
changes in the printing business,
The tourist recalled old times when
he and the architec* worked at the
case-wherever fancy dictated, and the
whereabouts of Dixie Dunbar, Colonel
Busby, “Red” HIl and a score or more
of old-timers guessea at. And then
after the tourist had taken his dnt
parture, the architegr sat for a while

ruminating on the things that were
and the things that are,

The change in the printing trade

brought about by the Mergenthaler
machine has been little ghort of n;at;-
velous, Twenty years ago the print
ers of America were the greateﬁt iten-
erants known, and the term “tramp
printer” was as common as fleas on
a dog. These men drifted from one
section of the country to tt_m other,
usually going south in the winter and
north in the summer. They could al-
ways get enough work to keep them
from . going hungry, geperally made
enough to satisfy their thirst, and
were a happy-go-lucky class. Some of
the biggest-hearted men the writer
has ever met were those old-time tour-

ists—always ready to divide their last|

dime with a Dbrother prim’or. and
standing by him through thick and
thin in timeg of trouble. Their work

and thelr itinerant natures made
them a convival class, and as a result
the whole trade soon ecame to be
known as one inclined to dissipation,
This, of course, was a gross libel, for
a big majority of printers are and
always have been, sober mechanics.
The ones who habitually squandered
their earnings in drink made so much
noise and were so “previous” that
people made the mistake of thinking
they were in a majority, Tt was just
the mistake the Arkansas man made
who wired to a St. Louis commission
house to know what it would pay him
per dozen for frogs' legs. “A dollar
& dozen, how many dozen can you
furnish?” replied the house, “Can
furnish them by the million,” replied
the Arkansas man. A week later the
Arkansas man shipped in three dozen
and accompanied them with a letter
saying: “This is all I could find. I
was fooled by the noise they made.”

Those were the old hand compo-
sition days, and it was common to
see from twenty-five to one hundred
men working on the case In a city
daily office on a Saturday night. Then
4 man was supposed to set about
8,000 “ems"—the printer's standard of
measurement. Buat if he was just
recoveripg~from a little pout with
Johfi™ Barleycorn and did not make
over 4,000 or 4,600 it did not matter
very much. But it is different now.
Ten men working at machines have
to set as much type as fifty men did
in the old hand days, ana if one ma-
chine man 1s “off his feed” it means
that the paper is “stuck” and misses
the early mails. Theretore the dis-
sipated man does not last long these
days. Asg a result the old-time “tour-
ist” has about disappeared and the
printers are today relieved from the
odium that once attached to the
craft. It is a nerveracking job to
run a linotype machine and a man
must have the possession of all his
mental and physical faculties if he
“makes good.”

The benefits of thorough trades or-
ganization were never better shown
than when the printers were con-
fronted with the typesetting machine.
The writer remembers well the time
when he and other Journeymen print-
ers used to stand around after “30"
was off the hook and laugh at the
idea that a machine could ever be
built to set type. “When they can
build a machine that can think they'll
have a machine that can set type,”
was a common expression in the craft.
And while we were deceiving our-
selves with this idea Otto Mergen-
thaler was working away on his won-
derful invention. Suddenly it _was
thrown on the market—a machine
that not only set type but actually
made it possible for one man to set
a8 much type as five men could by
hand. It was enough to disrupt al-
most any trades union, but the print-
eérs met it more than half way. In-
stead of fighting it they accepted it,
conformed themselves (g the new
conditions, and today {he “iron man"
Is the most tractable individual in the
world, In the old hand aays g man
had to work two hours m the after.
noon “filling his case,” and then set
type by hand elght hours at nighf in
order to make $3.00 or $3.25, ten to
eleven hours a day. Now he works

eight hours and makes more money,
Instead of injuring the printing busi.
ness from the employe's standpoint

the machine has been a benefit. And
above all it has worked a marvelous
change in the morale of the craft.
The men who were threatened with
trade extinetion by the introduetion
of the machine were speedily taken
care of by the increased produetion
of newspapers, magazines and other
products of the press, .

But the machine put the “tourist”
out of business. If he was too thor-
oughly imbued with the itinerant
spirit to settle down he was foreed out -
of the trade. If not, he settled down.
learned the machine, or went from
the news room to the ad or job room.
and is today a sober, industrious-and
respected mechanie,

All these wonderful changes have
oceurred. in the short space of sixteen
years. But after the old “tourist”
had wandered forth to again take up
his weary way, the writer spent an
hour of pleasant recollections of the
old days, the old ways and the old

(Continued on Page 15)

Beneficial to elderly people
who suffer from dryness of
mouth and throat. In boxes only.

CLUB OFFER

Any one of the following will he sent
with THE COMMONER, both one year,
for the club price.

Periodleals may be sent to different ad-
dresses If desired. Your friends may wish
to join with you in sending for a combina-
tion. All subscriptions are for one year,-
and if new, begin with the eurrent num-
ber unless otherwise directed., . Present
subscribers need not walt until thelr sub-
scriptions expire. Renewals received now
will be entered for a full year from ex-
piration date. Subscriptions for Literary
Digest and Public Opinlon must be new.
Renewals for these two not accepted.
Foreign postage extra.

AGRICULTURAL

Breeder's Gazette, wk,......... 2.00 2.26
Farm and Home, semi-mo..... .50 1.00
Farm, Fleld and Fireside, wk., 1.00 1.35
Farm, Stock and Home,semi-mo .50 1.00
Farmer's Wife, mo......... O T 1 ey L1
Home and Farm, gemi-mo.... .50 1.00
1Irrigation Age, mo....o.vuun. .. 1.00 1.35
Kansas Farmer, wk..... wievas 1100, 100
Missouri Valley Farmer, mo... .50 1.00
Vick's Family Magazine,..,,.. .50 - 1.00
Poultry Success .,... rereassese 00  1.00
Poultry Topics, mo..........., .25 .1.00
Practical Farmer, wk.......... .50 1.16
Prairie Farmer, wk............ 1.00 - 1.00
Reliable Poultry Journal, mo.. .50 1.00
Farm NeWs, M0, .i1v61sn cae. o 50 1.00
NEWSPAPERS
Reg. Club
_ Price Price
Constitution, Thrice-a-week. . .$1.00 $1.85
Cincinnati Enquirer, wk.... .’ 1.00 1.35
Farm and Home Sentinel, wik. B0 1.00
Johnstown (Pa.) Democrat. ... 1.00 1.25
Kansas City World, dally.. ..’ 3.00 3.00
K. C. World, dally ex. Sun.... 2.00 200
Nebraska Independent, wk. . .« 1,00 1.25
Rocky Mountain News-Times,

W e e T RN oo sree 1,00 . 1.80
Seattle Times, wk........ vov sen 1,00 1.86
Thrice-a-Week N. Y. World.., 1.00 1.35
Commercial Appeal, wk...... « .50 .1.00
World-Herald, twice-a-week,.. 1.00 1.256

MAGAZINES

Reg. Club
. Price Price
Cosmopolitan, me..,,.,.. «vesa 3100 $1.35
The Housekeeper .,.,....0... «« 80 1.26
Pearson's Magazine, mo.,..... 1.00 1,60
Pllgrim, INOevosinneasinressons 1.00 1.45
Pacific Monthly tesnssenveanase LO0O  1.45
Success, MO, .ievrssensinseiness 100 1.60
Campbell's Tllus. Journal...... 1.00 1.25
Woman's Home Companion.mo 1.00 1.40

MISCELLANEOUS
‘ Reg., Club
Price Prico
Literary Digest (new), WK....$3.00 -$8.25
Public Opinién (new), wk..... 8.0 3.00
The Puble, 'Wk................ 0 200
Windle's Gatling Gun, mo..., 1.00 ' 1.35

NOTEH.~Clubbing Combinations or: re-
minm offers in which the Thrice-a-Weei
World, World-Herald, or Kansas City
World, or Farm, Stoek and Home papers,

are not open $ residents of
tive eities In which

published.

the respec-

the papers named are

L :I—L‘:'d;ll.- -._-f‘:,__
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