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it i« reported that the president
will send to congress a special message
Jdvising the creation of an office to
hee known as federal commissioner
of insurance. A dispatch to the Kan-
.as City Journal says that the presi-
dent has agreed to do this at the
request  of insurance magnates who
are anxious to restore public confi-
dence in the insurance business,

The house committee has reported
fuvorably on the Phillppine
hill. The republicans split on the
question and the vote stood 7 to 5.

In the debate in the senate Decem-
ber 20 Senator Spooner made what
the Washington correspondent for the
Chicago Record-Herald says was in-
tended to be a pointed thrust at Pres-
ident Roosevelt and Governor Hig-
ging of New York. He said that he
had read in the morning paper that
a governor had determined who should
be the next speaker of the house of
representatives of his state, and he
said that “such a course is ireason
to our constitutional system.”

The democrats of the house ways
and means committee reported in fa-
vor of the Philippine tariff bill. They
offered a substitute, declaring for ab-
solute free trade between the Phil-
ippines and the United States, includ-
ing Hawaii and Porto Rico. They say
that if their substitute 18 voted down
they will support the republican bill
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Any one of the following will be sent
with THE COMMONER, both one year,
for the club price,

Perjodicals may be sent to different ad-
dresges if desired. Your friends may wish
to join with vou in sending for o combina-
tion.  All subseriptions are for one year,
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as it is “a long step in the
and right direction.” |
'ln the minority report i

“The members of the minorit:
committee on ways and means belieye
that the anomalous and preposgterous
status of (he Philippine islands I:;
Whi("h they are treated s .\m--rit"til
territory for certain oth I ]Il!l’;nm:ln-c
can not long be maintained and ~\-hn.nh‘l
be immediately terminated. Al pres:
ent, according to the whim of (-mll-
Eress, or the executive, they

logical

1% said:
y of the

dr'e con-

sidered as American or foreien or
as both American and foreign m'" as
neither American nor fm'r.-u'ru In
justice to boih the Filipinos and our-
selves they should be considered as
altogethey American, or altogether
foreign. So long as we retain them

we favor the establishment and main-
tenance of free trade between
and the United States. The party
which we in part represent, tlvsln".«:
to get rid of them at the earliest prae-
tical moment, and we welcome the
dissatisfaction of the hitherto legis-
latively favored classes, growing out
of the competition of the products of
Philippine labor with our own pro-
duets, in our own market as a Pos-
sible moving cause to governmental
divorce between the Philippine archi-

pelago and the balance of the United
States.”

them
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The house and senate adjourned for
the holidays December 21,

Senator Gearin, who succeeds the
late Senator Mitehell from Oregon,
took the oath December 21.

D. E. Thompson, now ambassador
to Brazil, has been appointed minis-
ter to Mexico—a position Mr, Thomp-
son has long coveted. It was gener-
ally believed in political circles that
Mr. Thompson would be retired from
the diplomatic gervice because of his
letter boosting the New York Life
Insurance company, and it was a gen-
eral surprise when, instead of being
retired, Mr, Thompson was promoted.

William G. Crawford, former deputy
auditor for the postoffice aepartment
was convicted on the charge of con-
spiring to defraud the government,

United States District Attorney Irv-
ing R. Baxter, at Omaha, has been
requested by the president to resign
on account of the farcical senience
imposed by Federal Judge Munger
upon two land monopolists.

It is said that the majority report
of the senate committee in the case
of Senator Reed Smoot will favor his
removal from the senate, The Asso-
ciated Press says that one declara-
tion in this report is as follows: “The
said Reed Smoot as a polygamous
Morman is a member of a criminal
organization which defies and endeav-
ors to subvert the laws of the United
States.

William P. Warner of Dakota coun-
ty, Neb., has been appointed United
States marshal to succeed Mr. Mat-
thews. who was removed by the presi-
dent,

The house has agreed (o the con-
ference report on the Fanama canal

appropriation bill.

President Roosevelt has appointed

Joseph B. Bishop as a member of the
Isthmian canal commission. Mr.
Bishop has been the secretary and
press agent of the commission. He
will receive $7,600 a year as commis-
gioner and an additional $2,500 per
year as secretary.

Secretary of State D. E. Storms
of Indiana has been forced to turn

over to a trustee and call
smen and friends to raise
the state of Indiana. He
Indiana official to get

his property
on his bond
$77,000 for
is the third
into trouble.

| GURED MY RUPTURE

I Will Show You How To Cure Yours
FREE,

I was helpless and bed-ridden for years from & double raplupe,
No truss cotild hold.  Doctors sald I would die if not operated on.
1 fooled them wll and cured myself by & simple discovery, 1 will
send the cure free by mall if you write for it. 1t eured me and has

ginee cured thousands, It will eure you, Write today Capt. W. A
Colllugs, Box 90 A Wetertown, N, Y.
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Gladstone Said:

“Bookg are a delightful society.

If you go into a room and find it full
of books, without even taking them down from their they
geem to speak to you to bid you welcome, They seem to tell you that they
have got something inside their covers that will be good for you, and that
they are willing and desirous to impart to you.

“Another purpose of hooks Is to enlarge the mind, to brace the mind, to
enable the people to find pleasure, not only In the relaxation of literature,
but in hard work, in the stiff thought of literature. The hard work of
literature conveys to those who pursue It in sincerity and truth, not only
utility, but also real enjoyment.”

“UNDER OTHER FLAGS”

By William J. Bryan

shelves,

This hook I a compllation of Mr. Bryan's reports,
deseribing his European tour and & number of his
most popular lectures. Hig European letters are four-
teen in number, descriptive of the tariff debate in
England, Ireland and Her Leaders, France and Her
People, The Switzerland Republie, Germany and
Socinllsm, Rusgia and Her Czar, “Tolstoy, the Apos-
tle of Love,”” wogether with other and equally inter-
esting accounts of Mr. Eryan's trip abroad

EVROPEAN
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Under Other Flags, Neatly Bound in Cloth, 400 P. Octavo,

Postage Prepald $1.25

$1.75
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