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ONE THING WHICH 1S WORSE THAN CORRUPTI 0N

Deseribinz what he conceived to be the fanlts
of the people of th= United States Bryee, the
historian, charged as with "3 want of dignity and
elevativa im and about eonduet of publle af-
fafrs. an insensibliity ‘o the nobler aspects and
@ner respoasthilities of pationaz] And
Lecky, aaotler very frank eritie, sald “There
ts however, one thing which is worse than cor
| {8 aeguiescence in corruption. No

jife”

ragcion. It

s rrn of American life stries a2 sSiranger SO
- - is -
o Totud s -— in 4 S aemes
pawerfully as the extraordimary ndSeErence,
Y - ’ -, _—y
partly cynieissn and party good-oature, wilk
'!i'fi'x rnotorions fragds and notoriocs corTuplion
fn the spheres of politics are viewed Dy Amercan
- - - - 'r v
PuaLie CPInHIA . )
However disinelined we may D€ weknowl-
- . - | p——
edze these criticisms as enlire erved, we
r.:*..f.". deny that we are at tImes | -_.v:_'.o =
difference as to the character of our slie ger
e I 3 afee ta P
vants acd the methods 'hey empioy D o€ 3C
R n o lts & ez
ministration of pubile alainm ! o
In most instances the charges against Ioe
- Y Cag R T By Rage LHoae
geveral segators and cougresam<n Woo .-a; U2en
i - ffrient to compef their ro-
indicted have bkeen sulicien cOmpei i
. 2T ol - - "
tirement from the commercial C us witn
"%} - 4 - ie A -t
which they were connected; yet O G oﬂ.e;- 30k
geem to Bave ocrurred to them TRAl ey &h :
H —— 3 S - ol
return thefr official eommissions to (e pEOPIC

1 aiterable Jdem A Tor thoir realiy.
Nor has any considerable demand {or 1heir resig
nations been made. Some will undertage to ex-

plain this on the theory that the people have

N ™ e oh
become qiite aeeustorsed to short-comings oo the
3 ¥ publle officials. and others may explan

B e e

¢ on the theory that however gafity of the things
~arzed azainst them the Burtoms, the Depew$
snAd the Micheils may have Deem, their offenses
were small compared with the offemses of maay
men who yet bhold thelr heads high In

and wield andisputed sway in the eouc-

‘12 of govermment. For instance, the Bartons
and Mirehells were charged with Baving appeared

‘ore decartments of government as the repre-
25 4 of private interests. But do we nof
remember that several of the most powerful
Unis R[:ares zenators have been publiciy and
repeatedly charzed with representing, on the
foor of the senate great eorporationz? Men who

appear o be shocked at the disclosures ccrneern-
ing Chamncey M. Depew seemed not at &il dis-
tarbed when the Vanderbilt rajlroad interes’s
bought for Depew a senatorship. Nor have mon
seemed serigusly to be disturbed when in ofker
states great corporations have invaded the lezis-
lature and eontrolled the action of that body M
the selection of United States sepators or in the
erzetment of laws.

It is true that in every instance where ex-
posures of aectual bribery Rave been made the
people have become aroused and have given eum-
eouragement to those public officials who under-
punish the wrongdoers, but is it not
sirange that the people iIn every state do not
maose carefally investigate the conditions in their
o*n community, and before R is too late hoid

tons 1O

. selves 0 be, while ignoring the Cf.:.-.l_

their public servaats strietiy to -
keep Im check the special interests -
sentatives would corrupt officials a0

public. Men are all too apt to insis: 5. -
enforcement of the law azainst pe-
such as Burtom and Mitchell have

- 4
LG

who do wrong om a much larger

He interest has beem greatly stirred
eomparatively
£s in order to win a reputation
able them to eomceal the greater wro-
they have a deep and perhaps 2
terest. And while we hear a grear -
ing the shortcomings of some ini:
holders, no considerable attention 1= '«
the greater wrongs committed in the -
republican party—policies that threa:-
of popular govermment as they, in
the correetoess of that form of gover:
It is noticeable, also, that altho
- chiefs have confessed
instanees of wrongdoing there is no-
termined, persistent demand for the |
of these wrongdoers which one woul!
right to expect under the circumsranc-«
Do not the American people ow-
selves to so imsist upom the en’or
law and the maintenance of morzls
will avoid evem the saspicion {
quiescence which Lecky said is th-
worse than corruption.
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TURN ON THE SEARCHLIGHT

Georzge J. Gould, wiclding the power be-
queathed to kim by his father in connection with
the Wabash rallroad, caused to be removed frmp
the offiee of president, Joseph Ramsey, Jr. This
action by the Gould inferests has caused great
bitterness and an interesting fight is on. Mr.
Ramsey has made a public statement in which
he says:

1 had been railroading twenty-five years
before I met Mr. Gould. In 1991 I was elected
president of the Wabash. For eight years
I seemed to have Mr. Gould’s fall support
and friendship.

As to the differences between Mr. Gould
and myself, they are exactly the same as are
now agitating the whole corporation world
and are being investigated in the great in-
gurance companies, namely:

Are corporations private mnstitutions to
be controlled as private property by a large
or controlling interest, or are they corporate
properties, to Le managed and controlled in
the interest of all stockholders? 1 will state
the whole proposition in a nutshell, and use
Mr. Gould's words in doing so:

“Ramsey, can't I spend my momey and
manage my property as I please?™ And my
reply, “Yes, Mr. Gould, you can spend your
money and manage your properiy as you
please, but this is the money and property
of a corporation, In which millions of other
people’s money Is Invested, and as its legal
head 1 must know something about and be
consulted with before such large contracts
are made by outsiders.”

Doubtless there are many matters now faith-
fully kept secret In corporation circles with which
the public have the right to become acgnainted.
H the differences between Gould and Ramsey
are, as Mr. Ramsey says, “exactly the same as
are now agitating the whole corporation world
and are being investigated in the great insurance
companies.” then the public may be benefited by
the Gould-Ramsey fight, just as It was benefited
by the quarrel between Hyde and the opposition
in the Equitable management.
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AVENUES OF USEFULNESS—RAILROADING

With the extension of railrcads there is an
increasing demand for honest, intelligent, steady
and energetic young men for the train service.
It is a skilled labor that requires men of strength,
quickness and judgment. The lives of millions
are daily in the hands of the enzmeer, ennductor
and switchmen, and the higher the grade of men
fn charge the safer the traveling public. It
a service in which good habits and
ter count. A dissipated man can ride on a train
but he car not run a traim

Thoe various organizations of frain men have
done muech to improve the service and to raise
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the standing of the crews. With the growth of
interurban lines a new field has opened up be-
fore those seeking honorable and remunerative
employment and the city traction lines still fur-
ther enlarge the demand for reliable and com-
petent young men.

With the extension of publec ownership to
tirre patural mrow’i's the rermz and condi-
tione of the service will 42 Improved and the
work made more inviting The grea: army cf
men . now employed In steam and electric trans-
portatiomr contains some of the very best and
bravest of our citizens, and any parent may well
prefer his son engaged in such worx rather than
an [dle consumer of what worthier men produce.
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THE CHEW RESOLUTION

When Rev. John M. Chew Introduced to the
New York diocesan convention a resolution con-
demning the Insurance frauds, Bishop Potter
plainly showed his disapproval. Later, in ex-
plaining his pesition Bishop Potter said:

“I believe in waiting for results, not in
jumping to econclusions before the evidence
is all in. What would you think of a2 judge
who would render a decizion in a case before
the case had been submitted to a jury or
sentence a man before the jury had rendered
a verdict? People are so prone to be carried
away by what comes out in print when an
investigation such as this is being conducted.
They say things and think things and finally

arrive at a conclusion oftentimes far from
being the right one.”

But what would Bishop Potter think of a
Jury that would fail to return a verdiet of guilty
on the testimony already presented? Upon the
statemenis made by the Insurance magnates
themselves a verdiet of guilty from a jury would
be justified and those statements, entirely apart
from other testimony in abundance warrant comn-
demnation by public opinion. Take, for instance,
the case of John A. McCall. McCall's confession

is summed up by the New York World in this
way:

“He has testified that the public state-
ments of the New York Life are falgse. It
is a crime for a life insurance company to
issue false statements. He has testified
that money was paid to prevent the passage
of undesired legislation. It is a ecrime to
bribe public officials. He has testified that
the old policyholders’ money was taken to
pay the ecost of obtaining new policies. That
is larceny. He has testified that the books
of account were cooked. That is forgery.”

The World might have added that in reply
to Governor Culberson’s communication Presi-
dent MeCall caused several of his subordinates
to make afidavit that the New York Life had
not contributed money to the republican eam-

paizn fund In 1896, and then as a win-: /o
the insurance committee Presicen: "0t-
fessed that his company had eontri

to that eampaign fund

Mr. Chew's resolution declared: 7 il
ent for hizh finance, no useful service *o = -
munity, no benefaction to the chorex ,
jects of philanthropy, can excuse or 27 = ‘¢
dereliction In trust, comtempt for the - z:': of
others or disregard of the rales of oo
honesty.”

That resolution did not even receive » v oond
while Bishop Potter, presiding, showe! r Ba
was hostile to it. “The Churchman” cor -
upon the action, or nom-action, of the cot - u7n
says: “We cannot believe that either *°
vention or th¥ bishop vas eonscious of "o i
titude in which the chureh in New York wooif e
placed by such action.™
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CUSTODIAN PERKINS

George W. Perkins, vice president of
York Life Insurance company and also a m- =0
of the firm of J. P. Morgan & Co =7
some interesting testimony before the New T07<
legislative committee. This testimoany .- ¢
vince the “doubting Thomas™ why Mr. Ferozd
was so anxious to preserve “the mationa’ " oor
and protect “the business Interests” in '©- coz-
paign of 1396,

Evidently Mr. Perkins has some verr ™=
liar ideas as to morality, and it may te ths °C
who questioned his right to pose as the .
of the national conscience were not ab.- r
to the eminence of his moral creed |

On December 31, 1903, the insurancs T170°
ner was about to invesligate the affo~= 7 =2
New York Life. Tt was said that the N pOrs
Life held altogether too large am amour’
Merecantile "larine Securities, and so _
ber 31, 1903, Mr. Perkins, as vice pre- - °7 ©
the New York Life, sold to Mr. Perkins & =%
ber of the firm of J. P Morgan &«

L
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$300,000 of these securities. Two days lo'-7 7'°7
the insurance examiner departed, Mr. o - =
J. P. Morgan & Co., resold these =7 -

to Mr. Perkins, vice presicent of the ™

Life Insurance company. Can any one

the “national honor” is e.tirely safe {u '.N".-

of a man capable of such a tramsaction N
At one time the New York Life In- .' m

company—reoresented in the transac’ '™

George W. Perkins—sold seecurities to G«

Perkins, and then renurchased the same =

at a loss to the insurance company »

Who will doubt that a man capable ¢

transaction is the proper ‘ustodian of ti:

conscience?

The government’s “consefence fund
growing. A well patronized “conscienc

insurance circles would soon look lik:
tain of money.




