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| A SERIOUS STUDY OF JOHN D. ROCKEFELLgy

VOLUME

The Commoner.

b/ he knows of dangerous ground b ey
Al One of the most interesting contributions to among these was the Bible, which y saying: T

fis American literature has just come from the press. perfectly well; the spirit and principle of all of Miss Ida M. Tarbell's ariic . :mﬁlmund

e It is entitled “A Study of John D. Rockefeller, which he understands from beginning to end; not found a single point that oy o lham

1:-'t.;' the Wealthiest Man in the World.” and it controls much of his speech as well plained as mnecessary under th. ,,h_{_um_'f' ex.
IITIL" The author is Marcus M. Brown, of Cleve- as his life. z;dbtl:‘;; ei’ not ltn keeping with genera)y é:::;?
. land, Ohio, who generously gives to his readers 88 customs and which operage |0
A Bl a somewhat lengthy biographical sketch of him- But Mi‘" Bmw‘t‘h ?Em;:e;onol:ehsfszl‘;gl cl‘;’:: end to the public good.” But it wi|) |, ‘uhglnt-he
‘f b gelf, together with many high sounding tributes  S0me man magine that he of thetr in- that in this connection Mr. Brown suye. "g '
4 [ id to him by gentlemen having the honor of his A0 understanding of the people and € will not permit of a detailed discussion ne.. . 2
f i!w ﬁsqummce &, tellectual capacity as he has of Mr. Rockefeller, Mr. Brown started out with'qhb,lf):] lhf-ru.

; g ), i 4 Eood mot
M In the “foreword” Mr. Brown says that his  @nd so he says: the motive of seeing that justice wus d(mr:,if:;
. f motives in the preparation of this bogk are entire- The people at large misunderstand and fellow being—and although he devotes 150 pages
i": ly philanthropic, and are prompted by the "spon- misinterpret Mr. Rockefeller, not from any to his task, on the 146th page he says thyt

e taneous and universal sentiments of justice nat- wrong intent, but because it is not the prov- Rockefeller’s motlv?s may be defended, byt pe
- I ural to the human heart.” A very laudable lrlllo' ince of the public to go very deeply into the g:;zga t.'hat he hasn’t the space to devore 10 their

4'#: tive, indeed. Having learned thmtl ilhm l;rlas tfio: philosophy of things that do not concern them se!

) 1) motive of the author one reading this publica pergonally; they have too much business of Then in conclusion we are told Ly Ayther
! “}g would naturally expect to find some serious de- their own, and so are easily misled by super- Brown that John D. Rockefeller is “one of our
E-F:' fense fof"t_he_» Ib}ua:lnem;] melhodsh eor;]l:‘h()i}[;e(lllta{a x):l' ficial appearances. i;xtellectual heroes;” that “as long as elviliza.
4 e Rockefeller. But such a searc . tion exists he will be remembered .

it ng ume will Le made in vain. It is, In fact, largely Again referring to Mr. Rockefeller Mr. Brown  honored;” that “if to love others 1;1'( ”_::"T';i'i:l 1"::1(1
g S0 devoted to a presentation of the unquestionably says that he is averse to any controversy in justi- gelf is goodness, John D. Rockefeller ig ,m}.‘-l.g
i E,rg long list of contributions which Mr. Rocl;enililter fication of himself, adding: that “if to live in advance of one's {ime e
1oL nstitu- el o
. L_fll.ﬁll P!z::. made to educatloqal and religious y IHe Bl:leakﬁ in :II:B dietenlse hoimy by niolt,le tpl:-ggfer:st l:go%r ;:fn gouggh nln D““i{mlwiwi?n of
M Mgl . - . eeds, and where they imply his own virtue s g , ). Rockefeller is
li-,f In the beginuing the :uth;r sa:rts. i he speaks even then not as one crying from g:'_‘:‘;trm tlgl‘:; ;gi:;’em“"w fonet.l? faith and do one's
4} 5% We shall in this book recite word for the housetops, but in his quiet and straight- > nce o reatening death is
:tl word and letter for letter full paragraphs from forward way. heroic, John D. Rockefeller is a hero.”

(Lo ly Miss Ida M. Tarbell's articles in McClure’s In one chapter Author Brown tclls us that
EF -"f‘-.,} Magazine by which she tries to reflect harm- In the light of this statement one is tempted Mr. Rockefeller “holds it to be his ‘i:a:;\-l to 1';;';
R ful insinuations upon Mr. Rockefeller. }0 suitzfeﬂt thatha gfza:hmang Dﬁoplle w“;dheb(:)urt. ths most wholesome example possible:” and in
' S0 | " ous now how Author Brown learned abou order to prove this point Mr. Brown says i
gl eable, however, that the “full para- p r. Brown sayvs “in
fpl gmp‘hts,‘,ﬂ e oy writings do mot re. Ml these Rockefeller contributions g0 as to be the discharge of a duty of this kind I have known
i hA late to the serious and the explicit charges Miss il R i B Sgt’t.tement concerning  him to sit upon a platform on a public oceasion
tt J‘ Tarbell has made against the methods of the Mr. Rockefeller's “generosity? of the Chicago University until he was over
AL h M ‘Roeke: Mr. Brown quotes from B. T. Quilling, a dea- come by fatigue and the heat, and had to be as-

J} 4 Standard Oil company and the course Mr. Rocke in. Mr. Rockefeller’ bhurch. ‘M ini :
| A feller pursues in the commercial world. . ::(:l::l' R -Mr. Rockelolicr's chwrci. r. Quilling ?lsdtedd to fhiﬂ l}odgings.” A very fine instance,
VLR Mr. Brown gings the same old song. He quotes : ndest o Selif sacrifice on Mr. Rockefeller's
o) ,'..?3 from a college professor and from other Rockefel- He (Rockefeller) is condemned for his part! The American people could wish that he
T ler champions articles, the tendeney of which is connection with the Standard Oil company. would “hold it to be his duty to be the most

I to justify the Standard OIil Trust and its methods. I.et me say that I believe the Standard will wholesome example possible” to such an_extent
¥ And then he surrounds these with some of the be recognized by future generations as one that .he would cease in his efforts to grind the
most extravagant tributes to the “generosity” of of the greatest practical benefactions ‘ever faces of the poor; that he would call a halt in

his course of pillage and conquest, and that he
would set to his fellow men the “wholesome ex-
ample” of one who is willing to live and let

the subject of his sketch, pointing to the large
sums he has contributed to schools and churches
and to. wnknown beneficiaries as justification for

given to mankind. I can remember when coal
oil cost 40 cents a gallon and it was so poor
and dangerous that thousands of deaths and

‘the unholy methods through which he has ac- terrible injuries were caused by its explo- live, and who believes that the service of God is
quired his wealth. His defense is far from suc- slon, The Standard has made it pure and not conflned to: declamations in the classroom,
cessful, but it is entirely characteristic of Rocke- safe and brought the price down to a fourth but is possible—and necessary—in every sphere
“feller literature. the old figure. The Standard has created bil- of life.

While as a justification for Mr. Rockefeller's lions of wealth through the utilization of YY)
business methods Mr. Brown's production is a waste in by-products. It has converted a

failure, it is nevertheless interesting, and should business which was utterly demoralized into AVENUES OF USEFULNESS—TEACHING
be read by every one wlLo desires to obtain the the most systematic commercial enterprige in

B estimate which the average Rockefeller champion the world. Teaching is one of the occupations which the
: places upon the popular intelligence. In the be- s race can not outgrow. REach generation must pass
ginning, referring to Mr. Rockefeller Mr. Brown Saya‘?gam referring to Mr. Rockefeller Mr. Brown  tnyough its school period and there is no more

says: ; important or honorable calling than that of the

“With his name left out, the history of educa- He is rigid with himself, and so easy teacher. With some it is merely a stepping stone

*  tion and religion could not be written.” with- others. He is inclined to apologize for to something else, with others it is a life business.

So characteristic of Rockefeller literature
are the statements of this particular article that
comment will be unnecessary. These statements
speak for themselves and they deserve wide pub-
licity because there are some people who yet
l imagine that when Coal Baron Baer proclaimed
! _ himself and his fellow-monopolists to be “the

being kinder than his associates. He does
merciful things as much under cover as oth-
ers commit crimes. He says the noblest
words and does the noblest deeds with the
most delightful unconsciousness, and perfect
grace of modesty. He is a total abstainer
from intoxicants and tobacco. * * * He
is as patient as destiny,

But whether it is temporary or permanent It
affords an opportunity for real service. From
the grade school up through the high school to
city, county or state superintendent is a line of
promotion which satisfies a laudable ambition, and
besides the public schools there are the collezes
and universities which are ever on the waich for

trustees of God” they did not expect the people to teachers who combine knowledge of books with

give weight to the claim. Again speaking o knowledge of human nature and whose enthusiasim
. In one place in his book Mr, Brown says: says: = ¥ § of Mr. Rockefelier Mir. Brofi ggg?}lﬂes them to inspire a love of study in their
! Mr. Rockefeller, however, is a unique He Is acquainted with no fear, except : t in moral
i character; he stands absolutely alone. Byery the fear of God and of doing wrong. HatixI:g deveTfpﬁiﬁtw$§e3e31§ eﬁﬁj}m Zﬁitfﬁfﬁnn: to the
! age furnishes its masters—its geniuses. The oppression, pitying the oppressed, seeking to welfare of others the school voom offers great
history of succeeding generations tells of overcome, not men, but evil, he is the em- rewards. Few have such constant opportunity to
their scholars, their artists, their statesmen, bodiment of the self denial, the courage, the e S ed : ‘; itful soll as the teacher and
g and their heroes, but here is a man like as hope, the nobility of the world. he dg,fl" sﬁg thn G ho are agsmg through the
to whom the annals of time are silent, yet He speaks not to anger, not to accuse ve j siw i oste lg Nob?e yrofession, great

what modesty, what wholesome public and but to convince. He raises his hands not nY BIHIGRLNG O & I

private example, what Kkindliness, what for-
bearance, long-suffering and universal love
has he! Not to gpeak of Christianity in par-
ticular, this country, nor even the world can
afford to lose such an object lesson for good,

« and the general elevation of mankind, as this
man affords.

Again Mr. Brown says:

To say that he (Rockefeller) is the in-
tellectual illuminator of the world as well

1
to wound, but in benediction. He longs to with possibilities of“usefulness:
forgive. He loves to see the radiance of joy b .
on the cheek of those he has been able to
relieve, Mr. Rockefeller 1is the grandest
figure of the flercest industrial combat that
the world has ever known. He will be one

of the greatest and sweetest memories of
mankind.

The concluding chapter of this fearfully and

“WAY TOO HIGH"

The St. Louis Globe-Democrat, a republicd?
newspaper, says: ‘“Mr. Bryan has wrill “r'dt;-
article on ‘“The Value of the Human Soul’ wit¥
out suggesting that, on account of some "}”".’““kiﬁl
jical erime, the quotation should be marked do

as the lberal dispeller of darkness by his
products, is not to speak of the greatest quali-
ties of the man. Inasmuch as moral great-
ness is more than Intellectual; inasmuch as
it is more blessed to give than to receive, so
the greatness of Mr. Rockefeller is greater
than any of these,

_ Again Mr. Brown says:

He (Rockefeller) had few books, but he
was shut up with what he had. Chiefest

wonderfully made book is entitled: “The

Pleads for Justice, Justice, Justice,” }(;eA::x]\:gr
“To write of the virtues of the good anq thouéht.-
ful is to me a labor of gratitude and love,” He
says that John D. Rockefeller ig “one .of the
worthiest soldiers in the great battalion of men
who have been hated in many cases by those
they desired to liberate, and despised by rhan
they are anxious to save,” and who “for the goorl{
of their fellow men have accepted seclusion
slander and contempt.” :

Mr. Brown dares to tread upon the outskirts

to 49 cents on the dollar.”

It must be plain, even to the Glohe-l?»’- tiah
that 49 cents on the dollar is altogether 100 T00
a quotation on “the value of the human =0'% "
estimated by some of the eminent :1- T"'\lllllln;-
of national honor,” who have given tes!invis
fore the ingurance committee at New Yot G- -
during recent presidential campaigns the ©
Democrat assured its readers that these v
patriots, and governed by their hostilit:
morality in every form and their disinterc=
votion to good government,
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