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MENDING GOD’S LAW

A Baltimore newspaper printed under date of
8t. Louls, July 24, the following dispatch:
“On the body of L. M. Booth, about 60 years cld,
who was found today in Forest Park dead from
chloroform, self-administered, was a slip of paper
containing these words. ‘Heartily agree with Dr.
Osler: an old man and a poor man has no busi-
ness’ on earth, I am broke and no one will give
me work. They look at me with a smile and say:
“We've got a man.” This is no temporary in-
ganity on my part’ On another slip of paper the
aged man had scribbled: ‘Forest Park, Sunday,
July 22, 7:50 p. m. Tho reason I single out this
park is because it is so far away from a dispen-
sary, so that I can be gone before they gelL me
to a dispensary. Dr. Osler is all right. I do hope
no one will identify me. Clutched affectionately
in one of the cold hands was a baby’'s shoe, which
Booth had evidently carried in his pocket for

ears.”

. This is one of the most pathetic of the sev-
eral similar incidents, and all growing out of
Dr. Osler's absurd recommendation. The
Osler recommendation, considered by itself, is not
in the least serious, but when we remember that
the tendencies of the times seem to be strictly
in accord with those recommendations, and that
in many instances aged men who have taken
their lives have referred to ‘“the Osler theory”
then that theory becomes of general importance
and interest to society.

it would be dificult to Imagine anything
more pathetic than the death of this St. Louis
man. According to his own statement, he was
old and poor anl he imagined that he ‘“had no
business on earth.” Because he was aged no
one would give him work, and when his body
was found in Forest Park we are told that
“clutched affectionately in one of the cold hands
was a baby's shoe which Booth had evidently
carried in his pocket for years.”

Many of us will recognize in that baby’s
ghoe a link that should have bound this man
to his life until it was claimed Dby his Maker.

It will be remembered that Dr. William Osler,
a man who himself has passed the point which,
according to his theory, terminates the period
of man’s usefulness, was a professor at the Johns
Hopkins University. Although he himself was
aged at the very moment he gave to the world
his abominable and harmful theory he was then
on his way to Oxford University where he had
accepted a profitable and important professor-
ship.

Dr. Osler is a famous physician. He was chiet
among those physicians who attended Senator
Hanna during his last illness. Speaking at the
anniversary exercises of Johns Hopkins University
Dr, Osler declared that men are comparatively
useless when Ythey become forty years of age,
and that they are utterly useless when they reach
their sixtieth year. He suggested the plan de-
scribed by Anthony Trollope's novel, “The Fixed
Period,” in which the plot hinges on the scheme
of a college into which, at the age of sixty years,
men retired for a year of contemplation before
a peaceful departure by chloroform. Dr. Osler
referred to this as “an admirable plan.” Men
waxed indignant over Dr. Osler's recommendation
according to their ages. Those who had but
passed the 40th year pooh-poohed the idea that at
their age a man's usefulness is comparatively at
an end, while those who had passed the sixtieth
year were “mad all through,” and naturally so,
because, according to the Osler program, those
in the 40-year class are simply thrown aside
to wither and die in idleness, w.ile those who are
In the sixty-year class are to be put to death by
chiloroform.

Dr. Osler may think he perpetrated a fine
joke. But the world would have been better had
he never lived—at least long enough to be-
come responsible by suggestion for many suicides,

Who can blame the sixty-year old boys for
objecting strenuously? Marshall Field, Chicago's
merchant prince, has passed the sixty-year limit;
yet he is a very active and useful citizen. “Uncle
Jue” Cannon is away beyond that limit; yet he
is one of e liveliest men who ever held the
gavel over the national house of representatives.
John Wanamaker, strong in Philadelphia's busi-
ness circles; J. Pierpont Morgan, one of the most
potent factors in financial cireles; John D. Rocke-
feller, the greatest and busiest monopolist
in the world’s history, have all passed the 60-
year limit., If Osler ever established his program,
John D. Rockefeller would secure a corner on the
chloroform market quicker than the Baltimore
Physician could bat his eye.

Cardinal Gibbons, President Elliott of Har

vard, S8enator Cullom, Senator Allison, Presldent
Angell of the University of Michigan, and Senator
John P. Morgan have all passed their 70th year;
yet all of these men are active and not even
“comparatively useless.” Edward BEverett Hale,
the great preacher, is more than 80 years of age,
yet hig productions are worthy of careful reading.

Nearly every nation has had its “grand old
man,” and his best work was done after he had
established his right to that honorable title,

“Uncle Joe"” Cannon hit the nail on the head
when, commenting upon Dr. Osler's statements,
he sald: “A man is as old as he feels, and I am
37 and frisky every day of the year”

There is, of course, no danger that Dr. Osler’'s
chloroform proposition will be adopted, and there-
fore the important part of his recommendations
relates to the 40-year proposition. This I8 8o
because of the growing tendency on the part of
great corporationg and other large employers to
refise to give employment to men who have
passed the age of 40 years and to get rid of such
men already in their service as rapidly as pos-
sible, If a man is in health there I8 no reason
why he should not be at his very best after he
has passed the age of 40 years; and there is no
reason why a man should not be in perfect health
at that age, so far as the mere wastes of time
are concerned.

The disposition to establish the 40-year limit
upon the usefulness of men is one of the great-
est dangers threatening our civilization. When-
ever that limit shall be generally recognized
among employers, then it will be quite the proper
thing, in all seriousness, to advocate the propo-
gition that the man who has passed 40 years shall
be escorted to some secluded spot and put to
death.

Our civilization is, indeed, a wrelched affair
if it has brought us to the conclusion that two
score years shall mark the termination of a man’'s
life. Our progress must have been rapid if the
business houses, the professional offices, the work-
shops and the corporation headquarters can best
conduct their affairs without that calm and dis-
passionate consideration, that wide experience,
that devotion to duty and that industry which,
as a rule, is marked among men who have passed
their 40th year, but which is cften conspicuous
largely because of Its absence among less ma-
tured men.

Such a rule as the 40-year limit eannot long
stand the test of intelligence, It is the outgrowth
of the peculiar age through which we are passing,
an age described by some as the “age of gold,”
by others, and without large distinction from the
foregoing definition, as the “age of greed,” and by
others as the “trust age.” Corporation organiz-
ers, greedy to grasp every penny within or with-
out their sight, are anxious to put all possible
pressure upon men who a they employ and obtain
what they believe will be the highest possible
results. They want not men, but slaves; they
want every ounce of result, even though to obtain
it they wring the last drop of blood from their
hired man’s veins. They are mistaken when they
think they cannot get the very highest results
from the healthy man who has passed his 40th
year. But, as the corporationist closes his eyes
to the fact that by his oppressions of the people
he is laying up serious trouble for himself in the
future, he gives no consideration to the history
of the human race in all the agc3s and in all the
lands, a history, that serves as a stinging rebuke
to the rule he now seeks to make against the
lives of men.

Better let prevail the good old ruie, “Aman’s
a man for a' that and a’ that." Better “let every
tub stand on its own bottom.” Let the man who
is capable of earning a salary be given the
chance and permitted to draw that salary, as
long as he shall discharge his duty faithfully and
well, regardless of the number of years he shall
have spent in this vale of tears.

If in the average city every man who has
passed the age of 40 were discharged, that city’s
business machine would be at a standstill. While
we would, undoubtedly, have a large supply of
“young blood in commerce,” pay days would be
few and far betwe:n, and the newspapers—If,
indeed. there were any newspapers under those
conditions—would be filled with the announce-
ments of business failures.

We are told that the old Hindoo saw, In his
dream, the human race led out to its various
fortunes. First, men were in chains that went
back to an iron hand; then he saw them led by
threads from the brain, which went upward to an
unseen hand. The first was despotism, iron, and

ruling by force; the last was clvilization, ruling
by ldeas,

Ideas that kill hope and destroy life, ideas
that are repugnant to God's eternal laws, can
have no permanent place in a clvilization worthy
of the name., “God never made his work for
man to mend.” We have been told that “age
does not depend upon years, but upon lempera-
ment and health; some men are born old and
some never grow s0.” And experience has justi-
fled the fine statement made by a distinguished
writer that among many men, even when the
spirit dies out with Increasing age, “"the power
of Intellect I8 unaltered or Increased and an
originally educated judgment grows broader and
gentler as the river of life widens out to the
everlasting sea.”

RICHARD L.
pFry
MUST BE OVERLOOKED

The deficit for the fiscal year closing June 30,
was $24,000,000,

Washington dispatches say that the deficit
for the first month of the current fiscal year
shows a defleit of $13,687.866.

During the month of July the government
received $49,273,133 and expended $62,131,000,

Yet we were promised by the republican
leaders “a businesslike administration” of publie
affairs!

But these are some of the things to be over-
looked when one ylelds to the appeal “let well
enough alone.”
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GOOD WORK

T. W. Norton of Campton, Ky., writes:"En-
closed please find money order for three dollars
for club of five. I think I was about five minutes
getting up this club, and hope ere long to get
more,"

Taking advantage of the special subscription
offer, 8. C. Hefner, Gem, W. Va., sends five new
subscribers to The Commoner. Others send
new subscribers in number as follows: P. H.
Kirwan, St. Paul, Minn,, 6; Rev. John W. Me-
Laughlin, Dunkerton, lowa, 6; A. P. Clark, Sr.,
Bartlett, Texas, 5; J. H. Board, Mansfleld, Texas,
6: George W. Register, Ironton, Mo., 10; N. G.
McDade, Fulton, Ky, 6; C. C. Cronbaugh, Belle
Plaine, lIowa, 6; John Lovell, Lake Arthur, La., 5;
Beajamin Smith, Bellerive, 111, 5; G. E. Gaines,
Comanche, Texas, 65; Willlam Blalr, Masom, I,
5: R. M. Brann, Anson, Texas, §; W. W. Porter,
Hiramsburg, Ohlo, 5; A. J. Gibbons, Edina, Mo,,
6: A. C. R. Morgan, Weatherford, Texas, 9; J. H,
Beard, Carthage, Miss.,, 7; 8. 8. Bagby, Felicity,
Ohio, 6; N. R. Tucker, 'remont, Ohlo, 5; Willlam
B. Foster, Wytheville, Va., 6; N. E. 8harp, Nor-
mdan, Okla., 6; W. D. Wheeler, Almyra, Ark., 5.

According to the terms of the special sub-
scription offer, cards each good for one year's
subscription to The Commoner, will be furnished
in lots of five, at the rate of $3 per lot. This
places the yearly subscription rate at 60 cents.

Anyone ordering these cards may sell them
for $1 each, thus earning a commission of $2
on each lot zold, or he may sell them at the cost
price and find compensation in the fact that
he has contributed to the educational campalgn.

These cards may be paid for when ordered
or they may be ordered and remittanc : made after
they have been sold. A coupon is printed below
for the econvenlence of those who desire to par-

ticipate in this effort to increase The Commoner's
cireulation:

THE COMMONER'S SPECIAL OFFER

Application for Subscription Cards

METCALFE.,

5 Publisher Commoner: I am Interested In In-
o 0 1 ecreasing The Commoner's circulation, and de-
1 sire you to send me & supply of subscription
! cards., [ agree to use my utmost endeavor Lo
sell the cards, a will remit for them at L
5 11 th rds, and will remit for th he
k| rate of 80 cents each, when sold
20
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25
"56 | BOX,OR STREET NO...coivvsiesssnssans
HBl | P Oneiannineiirnsns STATE cocerrcncineseanns
—
Indicate the nurnber of cards wanted by
100 marking X opposite one of the numbers print-
1| edon end of this blank

ﬂ
" If you belleve the paper Is doing a work that mer-
its encouragement, fill out the above coupon and mall
itto THE COMMONER, Linceln, Neb.




