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forty-nine, captaing age fm'fy-fmlrbnu\l t:;'l(:ell;::g;':
m..]'.umln:mrlvm forty and m'r;--llurtl.‘i.d 18 ie
are ape of our captaing lﬂft_v--{:r-\'t'n an apqe ‘.ap..
thirteen years beyond that of the .ln[;anl.i.sh o
taing, nine years beyond that of the 'l.ng et e
German captains, and scveR years hoy:md”q'l .
the Russian captaing, The youngest Englis lm-;-r
tain 18 aged thirty-three, |8 fwenly yvears iy;;l Li,q.“
than our younngest, and Japan has deeme wl‘.‘{,
to intrust her battleships to men of age l.h|l'-i_.y-h{.:
The average English and German ('apt.nin‘is B aru;-
lv older than our junfor grade captain (Lcm.nmfm.I
o:r'!, and our youngest commander when he I.f.‘ﬂf Iht(
his rank was older than the average Japanese cap-
tain. If our youngest captain were in the Japan-
ese navy he would have been retired for age some
time ago. .

S .

1. JONES of Oskaloosa, lowa, who describes
l. himself as “an old miner,” writes for the Des

Moines Register and Leader a brief history of min-
ing. Mr, Jones says: "Mineg have peen in opera-
tion in England and Wales for one hundred years
or over, Some of the mines are very deep, over
3,000 feet deep. Cornwall, England, has a tin mine
that has been in operation nearly one hundred
vears, It Is over 3,000 feet deep. This mine extends
under the ocean a mile. It has been operated by
many companieg and they have been well ‘paid in
milllong, but tne miners are poorly paid for their
Ilabhor, The mine I8 worked in three eight hour
shifts. It Is so hot down in the mine that the
miners are required to work with shirts off. Dyna-
mite is used for blasting the tin ore. Coal was
mined In a very early day in the Wyoming valley.
The first use of coal antedated the revolutionary
war, 1770-1, Jesse Pell, who applied it to house
heating; he learned of its —aluable purpese at the
blacksmith shop of Obediah and Daniel Gore, who
used it in their shop at Wilkesbarre, Pa.: it was
also burned in the old Fell tavern in a grate in
1808. Also the city of Philadelphia in 1803 bought
one hundred tons of anthracite coal for pumping
purpoges but the engineers did not know how to use
it. Bul in 1814 two barges of it were shipped to
Schuylkill for $21 a ton; nearly half a day was con-
sumed In trying to burn it when the men gave up
In disgust and went to dinner, but on their return
they had a roaring fire in the furnace, and from
that day dates the successful use of anthracite coal
in the United States.”
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N 1807, according to Mr. Jones, Obadiah Smith

of Plymouth, Pa., dug coal from the mountain
side and shipped two cargoes of 150 tons to Colum-
bia. Mr, Joneg addss “This coal was taken from
the same mountain as where the famous Washing-
ton mine is today at Plymouth, Pa. Coal in those
days was mined with pick and shovél, as blasting
was unknown to the miners in those days: also
mining machinery—no breakers, no shafts, no
sleam or electric appliances—as all mining was
done in a erude way all by hand, no drills or pow-
der used. It was a man by the name of John Flan-
agan, who was sent from Hartford, Conn., to in-
struct miners how to use powder to extract the coal
In the mines of that day. When Flanagan put off
his first Llast the miners and laborers fled in ter-
ror, saying it would blow the whole mountain up,
The coal was hauled from the mines by mules anq °
dumped into flat boats on the Susquehanna river
and floated down the river to its destination. Byt
today the Wyoming valley ig one network of coal
mines and other industries, giving employment to
thousands of men, |t is estimated that there are
about 200,000 miners in Pennsylvania, today ‘ anti
With its other industries employs over a m'illion

of men. Take thé coal and mineral industrjes
of the United . .a industries out

shortened fifty year _ be
the whole worl .

Yes, we have eight times more area
the whole world.”
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HE treasury department has ann » f
manufacturers of flour made fro(gnitifl‘llwof}tlgf;
wheat mixed with domestic wheat wili be alloweq
drawback, under the opinion of the attorney gen-
eral dated Jan, 24, 1905, on the following J;oiuli-

tions: “A complete and detailed rec
kept, showing the quantit ed record must he
date of manufac

each grade and

. € amoy .
flour of each grade and brand prody F

quantity of the several b,\'-prmluct:ed' and the

Bcreenings and waste, the value of iding
. . B (‘8{'1 r

kind of wheat so used angd the value m]tﬁgdmc;;:ory
each grade or brand of flour anq of each uﬁd - (-}r
by-produet, Including screenin e

ES and waste,
Packages containing the flour go man:lfa('nxlt:f;

The Commoner.

ghall be so marked as to render jdentification easy
and certain, to the end that the treasury officials
at the port of exportation may determine'l‘)y exam-
ination the essential facts above stated. The man-
wfacturing records shall be at all times open to the
treasury department, and ghall be so kept that the
gworn abstract may be readily verified. A sworn
abstract from all the records of the mill shall be
filed with the collector of customs at New York
each week, and therefrom the collector will furn!sh
extracts as needed for exportation, The prelimin-
ary entries shall show the marks and numbers of
the several packages and the net and gross weight
thereof, separately and in the aggregate. The
drawback entry shall show the quantity of each
brand or grade of flour or by-product exported, the
quantities of imported and domestic wheat used
in the manufacture thereof, the waste incurred in
the manufacture, the total duty on the imported
wheat, the market value of each grade or brand of
flour and of each by-product at the place of .man-
ufacture, and that the same was manufactured in
accordance with the manufacturer's abstract. In
making the liquidation, the duty paid on the im-
ported wheat used in the manufacture of the ar-
article exported, less 1 per cent, shali be divided
between the several grades or brands of flour and
the several by-products, including screenings, pro
rata, in proportion to the value of each at the time
and place of manufacture, and a drawback will be
allowed in accordance therewith on each article
actually exported, in accordance with the principle
laid down by the United States circuit court of
appeals in United States vs, Dean Linseed Oil com-
pany (87 Fed. Rep., 4563), approved hy the United
States supreme court (172 U. 8., 647). .
DO

I)R. E. 8. BANKS, the field director of the Uni-
versity of Chicago expedition tc Babylonia,
has, according to the New York World, reported the
discovery of a statue which he regards as the
oldest in the world. It was found eight feet be-
neath the ruins of the ancient city of Udnunka (or
Adab), near the present village of Bismya, and has
been identified by an inscription as that of King
Daddu, of Udnunka, The statue Is of pure white
marble, weighing two hundred pounds, and is al-
most perfect. Udnunka, under the name of Adab,
was in exisience many centuries before Babylon
was founded. It is mentioned in the code of Ham-
murabi, but little is known of it. King Daddu is
not mentioned in the earliest records.
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A PARIS publication reports that the automobile
trade in France has, during the past few years
had an enormous grow:h, For

I'rench makers delivered 1,850 aut
they delivered 22,000. The total value has grown
from 80,000,000 francg ($16,000,000) in 1898 to 176,-
000,000 francs ($35,200,000) in 1904. The value of
exportations in 1898 wag 1,750,000 francs ($350,000)
In 1904 it was 74,000,000 francs ($14,800,000). Sal.
aries now paid amount to 80,000,000 francs ($16,«
000,000). The industry employs 55,000 workmm;
25,000 miscellaneous employes and 20,000 (-hauf:
feurs and machinists, '
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IGHT is thrown on the statehood bil] jn 'a
dispatch from Walter Wellman .to the Chi.

cago Record Herald in which dispatch Mr. Well-
man says: “Great surprise prevailed throuphbut
the senate this afternoon when jt was diaco;'ere.[

that Mr. Kearns' amendment transferring 1]
ona strip to Utah {s a g the Ariz-

by the senate,
the bill, frankly admit
amendment had been retained in the bin

ate show it wag offer
of the meagure which

' Impression that the
was added to section 19, which subsc

stricken out, but it is shown by the
the amendment was add
may be given 7.000 s

instance, in 1898

.
r

adopted as a part

I was the general i

amendment
quently was

records that
ed o section 18, Utah

f Arizona strip,

iu._u,' in the bill as passed, it can only be take

by & vote of the senate, Nothing in the Infll

lates to Ariziuna or Utah. Al reference to Arl;ﬁ-

ha was stricken out the Bacon 4

which the senate ar]npte)(rl. i SosRament,
ST

R. WELLMAN adds: “Tg rec 4
1\/1 er the bill a majority vy oAU #nd v

all senators present the g
_ senae ig at prese
on the statehood question, The retulrr. ao‘[!“:'ll?ss;lixe

lees will strengthen the forces
m'igiqal bill, and, should lheoif:!};:tmends ot 4l
Question, they will try

tion of yesterday and
> pass the bil
tho committee, Rather than riskl

consid-
ote is necessary, With
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i Arizona the friends of the territor, will
i?ﬁi?;oghﬂfm the lesser of two evils and permii thg
bill with the Kearns amendment to go to the
house. Arizona, therefore, will be forced to give
up 7,000 square miles of its territory to Utah ang
the Mormons for the small privilege of being jper.
mitted to remain a territory. Efforts will be mada
in the house to have the senate amendments ac.
cepted without a conference S0 &8 to prevem‘ the
Lill coming again before the senate. A confercnce
with the senate i{s almost certain to result in the
senate conferees-being instructed to recede and
accept the two state bills—the measure providing
for the admission of Oklahoma and Indian Terri.
tory as one state and Arizona and New Mexico ag
another. The statehood battle now is transferred
to the house and the outcome there is doubtful,
Speaker Cannon is inclined to rally the republican
hosts and adhere strictly to the original party pro-
gram, joint statehood for New Mexico and Arizona
or none for either of them. But this is easier

said than done.”
L .

T is reported by the Washington correspondent
I for the New York Tribune that free lumber—
in a word, free raw and partially -manufactured
materials of every sort and deseription—are now
at the disposal of American manufacturers engazed
in the export trade, as a result of the far-reach-
ing drawback decision of Attorney General Moody,
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T is claimed that, according to the principle
enunciated by the attorney general, there will
be no necessity for any change in the Dingley tariff
law. The Tribune correspondent explains:
“Whether the proposed extensive granting of draw-
backs will have the effect of curtailing the revenues
to an extent which will render tarift readjtnsl_rlnu-r;t
imperative it is impossible to determine at this
time. The legal proposition set forth by the At-
torney General is that the section of the Dingley
act which provides for drawbacks -and declares
that the imported material “shall go appear in the
completed articles that the quantity or measure
thereof may be ascertained' may be so construed
that the term “appear” shall mean “that knowl-
edge which comes to the mind as a result of evi-
dence as well as knowledge derived from the ex-
ercise of the gsenses.” The attorney general further
says: "“In my opinion, where it is proposed to ex-
port a product manufactured in the United States
from a combination of domestic matertal and for-
eign material which has paid duty, and customs
officials can identify the foreign material and can
ascertain to their satisfaction by the evidence
of books of accounts or otherwise the quantity
or measure of foreign material actuaily present in
the completed article, the exporter is entitled to
receive a drawback of 99 per cent of the duties paid
upon the imported material thus ascertained to be
present in the completed article.
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WE are further told by the Tribune correspon-
dent that thig ijs a victory for Secretary
Shaw who has all along contended that it was the
intention of William McKinley and other great
tariff experts that-the American exporter, forced
o compete with the foreigner on his own ground

should be able to avail himself of the foreign ma-
terials absolutely free of duty,
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THE champion banana eater, If reports are true,
; lives at Brooklyn, N. Y, Three boys, Frank
Smith, Edward Briggs and George Phillips, en-
tered the contest and the Assoclated Press tells
the balance in this way: “There were no restric-
tions, the only requirements of the mateh being
to devour as many bananas as possible, A silver
dollar is the prize. At the start the fruit disap-
peared as if by magic. At the end of the first
dozen the contestants straightened up and a sigh
of relief escaped from the onlookers, Phillips was
the first to start in on the second dozen. From
that moment it was seen he was to be the winner,
he had such a clean way of disposing of the fruit.
Two movements of the hand removed the outer
covering ac the jaws disposed of the frujt, While
Phillips was masticating his twenty-second banana
Briggs was nibbling én & half-hearted way at his
twenty-first. He casf a sidelong glance ‘at Phil-
lips, and, noting how €asy he was gaing, saw he
could not overtake him. ‘Enough,” came .in
smothered tones, and it was all over. Smith, the
only real Brooklyn representative, had fallen by
the way at No. 15. Philiips resented any insinua-
tions that he would have stopped at twenty-three,
and to show the absurdity of them ne ate an extra
half dozen. While recounting his gastronomical
feats it may be stated .hat FPhillips holds the ice

tream record also, He at
fifty seconds flat.” " Bouses d e 1n




