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‘tpr-akr-ra and democratic newspapers have vigor-

}on'.:l,v and consistently advocated it.

The democratic national platform adopted at

hicago In 189G sald:

“The abgorption of wealth by the few, the
consolidation of our leading rallroad systems
and the formation of trusts and pools require
a atricter control by the federal goveinment of

those arteries of commerce, We demand the
enlargement of the powers of the _inllm‘slam
commerce commission and such restriction and
guarantees in the control of railroads as will
protect the people from robbery and opprese
sion.”
The democratic national platform adopted at
Kansas Clty In 1800 asald:

“We favor such an enlargement of the
gcope of the Interstate commerce law as will
enable the commission to protect individuals
and communities from diseriminations and the
publi¢ from unjust and unfair transportation
rates,"”

The democratic national platform adopted at

Bt. Louis In 1904 said:

“We demand an enlargement of the powers
of the interstate commerce commission, to the
end that the traveling public and shippers of
thig government may have prompt and ade-
quate relief from the abuses to which they are
subjected In the matter of transportation. We
demand a strict enforcement of existing ecivil
and criminal statutes against all such trusts,
combinations and monopolieg; and we demand
the enactment of such further legislation as
may be necessary to effectually suppress them.”

In his letter accepting the presidential nomi-

nation in 1896, Mr. Bryan said:

“The democratic party is opposcd to trusts.

It would be recreant to its duty to the people
of the country if it recognized either the moral
or the legal right of these great aggregations
of wealth to stifle competition, bankrupt rivals
and then prey upon society, Corporations are
- the creatures of law and they must not be per-
mitted to pass from under the control of the
power which created them; they are permitted
to exist upon the theory that they advance the
public weal and they must not be allowed to
use their powers for the public injury. The
right of the United States government to reg-
ulate interstate commerce cannot be questioned
and the necessity for the vigbrous exercise of
the right is becoming more and more impera-
tive. The interests of the whole people re-
quire such an enlargement of the powers of
the interstate commerce commission as will
enable it to prevent discrimination between

persons and places, and protect patrons from
unreasonable charges.”

In his letter accepting the pre
Ration in 1900, Mr. Bryan said:

“The republican party has persistently re-
fused to comply with the urgent request of the

interstate commerce commission, for such an

enlargement of the Scope of the interstate com-
merce law as will e

nable the commissjon to
realize the hopes aroused by its creation, The

democratic part y I8 pledged to legislation which
will empower the commission to
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Protecting Depositors

another page will be found a copy of the
bill (r}(r:r the protection of depositors introduced in
the fifty-third congress by Mr. Bryan. Its pr:)-
visions can be so changed as to make it apply to
state banks, if any legislator desires to introduce
a similar measure, Provision should be made f(;r
allowing national banks to take advantage of thz;
law if they desire to do so. The protection l?
depositors is so important a thing that the banks
themselves should aid in the passage of such a
measure,
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Now for the Senate

The house of representatives on Feb. 9 passed
the Esch-Townsend bill, providing for the regula-
tion of freight rates, The vote stood 326 to 17.
Kleven republicans and six democrats voted against
the bill, The following republicans voted against
the bill: Adams (Pa.), Caster (Pa.), Dwight (N.
Y.), Gardner (N. J.), Hill (Conn.), Huff (Pa.), Mc-
Call (Mass.), Porter (Pa.), Sibley (Pa.), Southwick
(N. Y.), and Vreeland (N. Y.).

The following democrats voted no: Harrison
(N. Y.), McDermott (N. J.), Rider (N. Y.), Scud-
der (N, Y.), Goulden ¢N. Y.), and Shull (Pa.).

The vote was first taken on the minority sub-
stitute, known as the Davey bill. The substitute
was defeated by a vote of 151 to 186. The roll was
then called on the Esch-Townsend bill, and it was
adopted.

In the debate, Mr. Pierce of Tennessee referred
to Mr. Roosevelt as the greatest leader that
has lived in the republican ranks since the ecivil
war, He said he would support the Esch-Townsend
bill, however, upon the fact that W. J. Bryan and
the democratic party had declared for just such
leszislation,

Mr, DeArmond of Missouri gaid that the Esch-
Townsend bill was inadequata, singularly lacking
in its compliance with the recommendations of
the president. He criticised the measure because
it did not reach private car lines and he did not
take it for granted that the courts would be eager
in the effort to find in it something on private car
lines which its authors themselves could not find.

Mr. Willlams of Mississippi closed the debate
for the minority. He said that President Roose-
velt was beginning to assume “& distinctly demo-
cratic attitude” and declared that he had begun
to hope that the president would yet recommend
tariff revision and a decrease in the gtanding army.

Referring to Mr. Grosevenor's statement that
“the democrats camped now where the republi-
ca.s camped last night,” Mr, Williams, addressing
the republican side, said: “It is you who are

camping this year where the democrats camped last
year,"

Mr. Hepburn of Iowa closed for the majority
and took occasion 1o say that the railroad rate
bill which he had introduced and which was so
severely criticised was, with the exception of two

words, the product of the brain of Mr. Roosevelt's
attorney general.

The ksch-Townsend bill will g0 to the senate
and Washington dispatches say that an effort
will be made to provide for an investigation by
4 senate commitize, said committee to sit after
the adjournment ¢ the present session and inquire
as to the decirability of legislation v the subject
treated by the house measure, The adoption of a
resolution of inquiry would,: of course, prevent
the passage of the bill through the senate at this

session., It has all along been claimed that Mr.
Roosevelt's railroad policy would

nate, as now con-
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The Senate’s Prerogative
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" The Commoner feels constrained to endorse the

position taken by the senate. The constitutiona]
provision, which requires the senate’s concurrence
in the making of treaties is founded in wisqop
and the power asked by ihe president could pot
safely be delegated to the executive.

In the multityde of counsellors there is safety,

And we can better delay action than risy Y
mistake in our dealings with foreign nations. Ty,
senate is not only guarding a senatorial prerogy.
tive, but it is emphasizing a demoeratic principle,
when it refuses to surrender the senate’s right to
& voice in the negotiations proposed by the ar.
bitration treaties. The preaident need not fee)
humiliated because he is not permitted to act wity
as free a hand as a king. He I8 the head of
government which rests upon the consent of the
governed, and recognizes the value of advice from
the people’s representatives. The fact that the
senate is just now under a cloud because of the
dominating influence which eorporations exert on
it ought not to blind the public to the principle
involved in the present issue. l

Arbitration will not be retarded by the preser«
vation of the senate’'s right to participate in in-
ternational negotiations. It is to be hoped that
the president will on reflection, conclude to urge
the acceptance by foreign nations of the amended

treaties. He will err if he fails to recognize the
strength of the senate’s position.
s/
Appreciation

Every day The Commoner is in receipt of let-
ters from busy men, showing the great interest
they feel in the work The Commoner is doing,
Everywhere men who believe in (he doctrines
preached by The Commoner are taking advantage
of the gpecial subscription offer, in order to widen

The Commoner’'s sphere of influence by increasing
its cireulation.

It is, of course, impossible to print all of these
letters, but the following is a sample of many of
the letters received by The Commoner:

One of the best known citizeng of Hamburg,
0., writes; v !

“Find enclosed list of thirteen subseribers
with remittance of $7.80 to eover the same., 1
could have secured more subseribers but as I
am only a farmer it keeps me hustling to make
a living, besides what the trusts demand, as
you know they must have their dividends in
advance. I have charged subscMbers- but 60

cents, I have done my work for the good of
mankind,”

If every Commoner reader who approves of the
work The Commoner is trying to do will take ad-
vantage of the special subscription offer, the re-
sult will be gratifying,

According to the terms of the special sub-
scription offer, cards, each good for one year's
subscription to The Commoner, will be furnished
in lots of five, at the rate of $3 per lot. This places
the yearly subscription rate at 60 cents,

Anyone ordering these cards may gell them
for $1.00 each, thus earning a commission of $2.00
on each lot sold, or he may sell them at the cost
price and find compensation in the fact that he
has contributed to the educational campaign.

These cards may be paid for when ordered, or
they may be ordered and remittance made after
they have been sold.

The coupon i8 printed helow for the conveni-
ence of those who desire to participate In the
effort to increase The Commoner's zirculation.

THE COMMONER'S SPECIAL OFFER
Application for Subscription Cards
e
b Publisher Commoner; I'am lntau’s‘tod in im-
10 creasing The €ommoner's cirenlation, and de
#ire you to send me & supply of subscription
15 cards. I agree to use my utmost endeayor to sell
| thecards, and will remit for them at the rate of
'_‘2_0 G0 cents each, when sold.
——“35 —| Name __
—Bb —| Box, or Btreet No, .
w1 &0, . Bta
75 A e i P cosamiabesnsssse
——| Indieate the nuwr ber of cards wanted by mark
100 Ing X opposite one of the numbers printed on
~s—|—| end ol this blank.
17 vou belteve the paper s doing @ work that merits
enesuragement, Ml out, the above coupon and mak i,
to The Conunonor, Lincola, Neb,




