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organization as soon as the conventions meet,
and democrats who 'sympathize with plutocracy
will of their own accord withdraw from tho party
and hecomo republicans. Tho republicans who
favor reform will bo crowded out of their party
by the ''stand-patter- s" and corporation bosses.
The ent is going on now and by 1908 tho
democratic party will bo tho outspoken champion
of all the reforms which aro consistent with tho
democratic principle, "equal rights to all and spe-

cial privileges to none."
JJJ

Campaign Contributions
Congressman Bourko Cochran introduced on

tho first day of tho present session a resolution
and a bill dealing with campaign contributions.
The resolution provides for the appointment Of a
commission to bo composed of judges, senators and
members of congress to take testimony and report
upon contributions made to tho various campaign
committees during tho campaigns of 1892, 189C,

1900 and 1904. It is not probable that the republi-
can party will permit tho passage of any such
resolution. The amount of money raised in the
campaigns of 1896 and 1900" was so largo and the
expenditures of the campaign were on such an
enormous scale that there is little danger of the
republican leaders permitting an investigation into
the facts.

Mr. Cochran's bill however, being in line with
the president's recommendation, may have more
chance of passage. The Cochran bill provides that
each contribution abovo fifty dollars shall bo made
public within three days after its receipt. The press
reports did not clearly indicate whether tho contri-
butions should be reported by the donor or by the
campaign committee. It would be well to require
the donor to file a report with the postmaster of
tho town in which he lives, the same to be for-

warded by the postmaster and the nearest United
States court. Tho donation should be made known
at once and to provide against the possibility of
having the donations made just at the close of the
campaign it would be well to make it unlawful for
contributions to be made so late in the campaign
as to prevent the publication of the same several
days before election. If, for Instance, the notice of
the contribution must be filed within three days
after It is made, the law ought to prohibit tho
making of contributions within ten days of t'ie
election.. It might be even better to have a longer
time.

The campaign committee has established head-
quarters and should file a weekly report of its con-

tributions and disbursements during the campaign.
The contributions abovo fifty dollars should be
stated specifically; the contributions below iifty
dollars could be stated in a gross sum and the same
rule could be followed In reporting expenses.

Now that the president has put himself on
record in favor of some such Jaw the democrats
should join with him and seek to secure the vry
best law possible upon tho subject. Mr. Cochran
is to be congratulated upon having taken the init-
iative, and whether his bill or some other bill i3
adopted the democrats srould insist upon imme-
diate consideration of the subject. S'ome of tho
republican leaders will probably object to such leg-
islation, but thd democrats and tho active friends
of the prcsiden'; shouid together constitute a ma-
jority.
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Speaking of Arbitration

The length to which partisan organs will go
in their adulations of party leaders is well shown
by the New York Tribune's recent reference to
President Roosevelt's arbitration record. Tho
Tribune is a thlck-and-th- ln republican organ that
seems actually to believe that the seasons, the
crops, tho weather, and other like things in nature,
are due wholly and solely to republican adminis-
tration.

Recently Lord Lansdowne of England inci-
dentally remarked that "arbitration has become
the fashion," and the Tribune, overlooking no
opportunities to flatter the president, added with
a partisan smirk that Lord Lansdowne's remark
"might have been truthfully supplemented by
adding, 'a fashion set by President Roosevelt.' "

Students of our republic's history will be sur-
prised to learn that President Roosevelt has been
administering the affairs of the government for
121 years, yet i the New York Tribune Is correct
in Baying that ho set tho fashion of, arbitration,
he must haVo been president in 1783. for in that
year a treaty was concluded with England and it
contained an arbitration clause. According to
the New 'York TribuneV Theodore Roosevelt was
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president in 1814, else how comes It that an arbi-
tration clause was Included in tho treaty of Ghent.If Theodoro Roosevelt sot tho "fashion of arbitra-
tion he must have been president in 1871, for
in that year tho Alabama claims woro submittedto arbitration, notwithstanding tho fact that ovory
school history informs us that a somewhat famous
soldier named Grant was presldont at Uiat time.
And according to tho same New York authority
Theodoro Roosevelt was president in 1872, olso
how comes It that the San Juan boundary dispute
was submlted to arbitration.

There may be somo excuse for tho Trlbuno'a
error In regard to tho dato last mentioned, for if
we remember aright tho name of S'an Juan has
cut qulto a figure in tho fortunes of Theodoro
Roosevelt But it is doubtful if the peoplo of tho
country will submit to having tho school histories
changed to make them agree with tho Now York
xnuunos moa or American arbitration history.
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The Arkansas Returns

The St. Louis Globe-Democr- at reviews tho
Arkansas election returns and declares that "thero
are good reasons for believing that Arkansas
will be in the republican column in 1908." The
election seems to have turned the head of tho
editor of the Globe-Democr- at. He bases his pre-
diction on tho fact that tho democratic majority
was 55,000 in 189G, 36,000 In 1900 and only 13,000 in
1904. To bo sure Arkansas would go republican l.i
four years if the rate of decrease continued, but
when tho situation is und:rstood tho republicans
will find no encouragement In the prospect.

In 1896 tho democratic party made its fight
upon an economic issue. In 1900 tho paramount
issue was Imperialism and everybody recognizes
that that issue, while involving fundamental prin-
ciples of government, did not arouse tho enthus-
iasm that an economic issue does. This year
while imperialism was again an issue tho party's
position on economic questions was such as to
discourage many of those upon whom the burden
of the battle has rested in recent campaigns.

In 1908 the democr 'ic party will again be a
progressive party; without abandoning its position
on Imperialism it will urge economic reforms; it
will arraign plutocracy as now illustrated by re-
publican policies and there will bo no doubt about
tho response that will come from Arkansas.

Not only will Arkansas roll up her usual dem-
ocratic majority, but Missouri will return to tho
fold and the democratic masses everywhere will
testify to their fidelity to democratic principles.
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Reducing Wages

- The Boston Post comments editorially upon
the fact that the Fall River manufacturers have
issued a statement in which they declare that
they can not run their mills without reducing the
pay of their operators 12 per cent, and the em-

ployes reply that they can not live upon the wages
if reduced. There was a reduction of wages in
19)3 and tho employes claim that the now reduc-

tion will bring the wages of many of the factory
workers down to $7.50 a week. The Post points
out the hardship which will be visited upon tho
wage-earne- rs and asks "does not such a condition
look to degeneration?" It declares that it would
be better to bid farewell to the cotton Industry
altogether than to retain It at such a cost. And
yet the republican party has rothlng to promise
In the way of relief. Such a reduction coming
just after an overwhelming republican victory is
an indication of the nature of the blessings which

' tho republican party is promising to the wage-earne- rs

These men are declared to be the bene-

ficiaries of a high tariff system; they are warned
to Vote the republican ticket because of the pros-

perity brought to them by republican laws. How
long will' the republican party be permitted to

N vote hundreds of millions of dollars a year to the
manufacturers without giving the laboring man

any means of securing his share of the benefits?

JJJ
Garvin's Splendid Race

Governor Garvin of Rhqde Island came within
six hundred votes of re-electi- on, although

h?s state gve Roosevelt some 16.000 plurality

Governor Garvin Is a democrat and a reformer and

he would have been elected by 'a large majority
landslide. He ibnationalbuUfor the re .blican

not out of polltics- -a man who has shown the

Mte"

3
strength ho has and who has kin high Ideals of
public ofllco must still bo a power in politico

Tho democratic party is fortunato in tho fact
that it Is developing strong and popular leaden
in so many of tho states. It is a good omen for
the future.
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Plato's Philosophy

A reader of Tho Commoner calls attention to
tho following from Plato:

"Until philosophers aro kings, and tho princes
of this world havo tho. spirit and powor of phil-
osophy, nnd political greatness and wisdom moot
in one, cities will never ccaao from Illno, nor tho
human race, as I believeand then only will our
stato havo a possibility of life, and boo tho light of
day."

It is not nccosBnry that philosophers should
bo kings, but it is necessary that those who hold
ofilclal position as representatives of the peoplo
should havo enough of "the spirit and power of
philosophy" to know that truth Is omnipotent and
that right is might. Then thoy will cease to ex-
pect good to como from compromise with evil or
from the surrender of high Ideals.
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A Missourian's Way

A very busy man, living in Missouri, sends to
Tho Commoner a letter In which ho says: "I havo
not much time to dovote to tho advancement of
democratic principles; and yet I deem It my duty
to do whatover I can In that direction. Sometimes
I feel that I would like to write to every American
citizen and tell him what I believo to be Uio duty
of ovory man In the presence of tho vory serious
public problems confronting our people today. Of
course, such a thing is impossible. But I find in
overy issue of The Commoner that tho views I
entertain are set forth so clearly and so forcibly

that I can do no better than to aid in tho effort
to Increase the circulation of your great paper.
I shall, therefore, avail myself of your special sub-

scription offer and shall do my part to persuade
my neighbors to subscribe for Tho Commonor. I

am sure that if everyone who feels as I do will
undertake to obtain a few subscribers for your ex-

cellent publication, it will, at a vory early date,
have tho largest circulation of any American pub-

lication."
Tho above is a sample of tho communications

received oy Tho Commoner every day. Every one
who believes In the principles advocated by Tho
Commoner may aid in the good work if they will
but avail themselves of the special subscription
offer.

According to the terms of this offer, cards,
each good for one year's subscription to The Com-

moner, will be furnished in lots of five, at the
rate of ?3 per lot. This places tho yearly sub-

scription rate at CO cents.
Anyone ordering these cards may sell them

for $1.00, each, thus earning a commission of $2.00

on each lot sold, or ho may sell them at the cost
price and find compensation in the fact that he
has contributed to the educational campaign.

Theso cards may be paid for when ordered, or
they may bo ordered and remittance made after
they have been sold.

Tho coupon is hereinafter printed for the con-

venience of those who desire to participate In the
effort to increase The Commoner's circulation.

THE COMMONER'S SPECIAL OFFER

Application fer Subscription Cwds

10
16
20
25
50
75

100

Publliber Commoner; I Bra Interested In
The Commoner'a circulation, and da-

rtre yoa to tend me aupply of anbicrlptlon
carda. I ajrreo to uie my ntmoit endearor to nil
the cards, and will remit or them at the rtto of
CO centaeacb, when sold.

Name

Box, or Street No..

P.O JBUte

Indicate the nuirber of cards wanted by mark
IngX opposite one of the numbers prlatad on
end ol this blank:

Jf ifou believe the paper it doing aveorkihat neriU
encouragement, JM out the above coupon and mailit

to The Conmour, Lincoln, Ntb.
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