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The Commoner.

who came to see them go through their
evolutions,

Occasionally a bee develops thieving

propensities, and, instead of gathering
his share of food from flowers, sneaks
into the hive of some other swarm and
steals its honey, If such solitary bur-
glars are succesful their community
will likely deyelop into a robber army.
When o bee army attacks a hive it al-
ways seeks. out the enemies’ queen
and kills her, This ends the fight, for
a hive becomes immediately disorgan-
fzed and defenseless on the loss of its
leader, After a hive has been looted
and its queen slain its inmates usually
join the marauding army and become
themselves robbers., BSometimes, with-
out any apparent cause, e¢lvil war
breaks out in a hive, Among bees, as
among men, this kind of war is always
the fiercest and most deadly,
« Porhaps the most wonderful of the
bee's faculties is its gift for architec-
ture, There are, according to mathe-
maticians, three figures in Whlch cells
can be built without leaving any use-
less spaces, the equilateral triangle,
the square, and the regular hexagon.
I'ne hexagon is most convenient and
strongest; and it is in the shape of
a regular hexagon that bees’ cells are
always bullded.. It has been demon-
strated that by making the bottoms of
cells consist of three planes meeting
in an angle, the exact magnitude of
which has beef® ascertained by the
mathematician Maclaurin, the greatest
possible saving may be made of labor
and material, TLe bees, as if acquaint-
ed with these principles of solid geom-
etry, which are nnderstood only by the
ablest mathematicians, build their
cells in three planes which meet in
the exact angle designated by Mac-
laurin, There is no more marvelous
example of instinct or intelligent skill
in the animal kingdom.—S8. O. D. in
Chicago Tribune,

Our Panama Imbroglio

So it appears at last that, notwith-
standing the vehement denials by the
administration through its representa-
tives, there has been very serious fric-
tion between our government and that
of Panama, It appears, moreover, that
the misunderstanding must have
reached a particular.y acute stage to
call for the appointment of a mission
to the isthmus headed by the secretary
of war, and including committees of
both houses of congress. Rumors to
this effect were rife a few weeks ago,
High officials of the Panama govern-
ment openly declared that the new
republic had been misled by false prom-
ises, and although these statements
Wwere promptly and emphatically chal-
lenged in Washington, their authors
did not retract or in any way modify
them. Now, there is no further atlempt
to disguise wie existence of a bitter
clash, ana one may readily imagine its
importance by considering the nature
of the remedy the president has ap-
plied, It is only too evident that the
sitvation is critical, indeed,

For our part, we have always
thought that the establishment of the
republic of Panama was muech too sud-
den to be legitimate, and far too fruit-
ful of coincidences to leave the United
States free of the suspicion of complic-
ity. And it was most unpleasantly
significant that our forces were on
hand when tue so-called declaration of
Independence was proclaimed—on hand
and under orders to permit no “inter-
ference” by Colomb.a. No one can
éxplain, upon any theory involving our
innocence in the premises, the facts
that the alleged “revolution’” oceurred
on the night of November 3, 1908, and
that the new republic was “recognized”
on the 6th, at a time when the EOV=
érnment was represented by a self-
appointed junta, composed of three per-
8ons, and when there was not the

. Blightest visible evidence of popular
. Bupport or even popular knowledge of

the pretended upheaval, The patriot

fathers, in fact, were 8o poverty strick«
en in the matter of material that the
Junta, pressed for time, had to send
to Washington as Panama’s diplomatic
representative a gentleman who wasg
nefther a native nor a citizean—in a
word, M. Bunau-Varilla, a worthy
French gentleman, whose only interest
in the affgir lay with the sale of tha
French company’s rights, properties,
junk, prospects, etc, to the United
states, ,

Just here, we fncy, the core of Pan-

ama's discontent will be discovered,
for M. Bunau-Varfla, hastening fondly
to Washington—he reached here with-
in ten days after the “revolution’'—
and finding a “treaty’” already cut and
dried, so expedited the formalities that
the document was solemnly signed
only two or three hours before the ar-
rival of a genuine Panama commitiee
which had been hurried hither to see
to its proper and satisfactory formu-
lation, This, in fact, is the genesis of
the Panama complaint, Messrs. Boyd,
Amador and Arosemena were duly
auwnorized to look after the interests
of their tellow-citizens, but M. Bunau-
Varilla saw to it that a treaty which
met the views of the United States
government and the French company
was finally executed before they could
get here to interpose a protest or ofer
a suggestion. It will transpire, we
think, that this treaty constitutes the
grievance of real moment Dr, Morales
and Senor Obaldia both insist that it
iIs not what the Panamanos had been
promised or led to expect, and it is
quite plain that the ill feeling springs
from M. Bunau-Varilla's lightning-like
diplomacy,
Of course, it is a mere incident in
one sense, for the whole pefformance
was so grotesque and so devold of
every quality of legitimacy it would
be unreasonable to expect a single dig-
nified feature at any stage of the trans-
action. To compress the obvious com-
ment into an aphorism the episode
would mike a comic opera if it could
be rescued from the realm of tragedy.
~—Washington Post,

Ureat Wealth In Wheat and Cottea

[Condensed by New York World from
World's Work.]

On the Eik Valley Farm, in North
Dakota, torty harvesters follow in line,
each reaping a six-foot swath of wheat.

The harvesting laborer begins the
season in Oklahoma and works north-
ward into Kansas, Nebraska, North
Dakota aud even Canada. In the win-
ter he works back south again in the
lumber woods. He follows the sea-
BOnNS,

More than a million new harvesters
are sold every year, They range from
the ordinary three-horse kind to the
California monster that heads, gathers
and threshes a swath fourteen feet
wide, leaving the grain bagged on one
side and the straw bound on the other.

farms’ have for lack of other use been
turned into experiment stations. In
Minnesota a protessqr of the agricul-
tural college has addéd five bushels an
acre to the apparent possible yield of
the flelds simply by improving the
geed.

The United States raises one-fifth
of the world's wheat.

A flood of 88,000,000 bushels of wheat
every year flows into Minneapolis
mills, One elevator has a capacity of
6,000,000 bushels. The city alone ex-
ports 65,000,000 barrels of flour, .

Wellington, Kan., was 4,000 popula-
tion and three banks, Three-fourths of
the directors are wheat-growing farm-
ers, and five-sixths of the deposits are
wheat money, Kansas farm lands are
worth $40 to $60 an acre, and in some
counties theére is practically no waste
area.

Cotton Is the world’s chief manufae-
turing product. Irom and steel repre-

sent in their primary forms $1,700,000,~
: J

In many sansas counties the “poor '

-
000 per year in all the world. Cotton
manufactures run to $2,000,000,000 a

year,

The United States raises three-
fourths of the world's cotton supply.
Twice the world’s gold product last
year would just about have paid for
the cotton product of the south. Three-
fourths of the capital stock of all the
national banks in the country would
amount to the same sum. ‘

Cotton exports amounted to $350,000,-
000 last year, and will be more this
year. All other farm products togeth-
er came to less than $600,000,000,

For the last five crops the south has
received nearly $800,000,000 more than
for the five preceding crops. For the
crop of 1903 the planters received $325,-
000,000 more than for that of 1808,

This excess alone for the single year
1908 would amount to $20 for every
inhabitant of the southern states, or
$100 for every tamily. For every fam-
ily actually raising cotton it would
mean & surplus of $225,

Bank deposits in the south have
within the last twelve months in-
creased two and a half times as rapid-
ly as in the rest of the country,

Says a member of the North Caro-
lina board of agriculture: ‘I can take
any farm in the state and pay for it
with two crops of cotton,”

Nearly two-thirds of the cotton
farms and about five-eighths of the
cotton acreage are cultivated by white
farmers. More than half of the white
farmers own their farms, and about
one-fifth of the negroes. There are
thus more than 100,000 negroes who
farm cotton lands of their own.

Deal Jackson, a North Carolina ne-
gro planter, farms 2,000 acres of tne
best land in the state, and it is his
own, His family runs nine ploughs.

The 1armers used to realize only
$5,000,000 for their cottonseed. They
now get $100,000,000. The difference
would be $7 for each family in tne
country.

More cotton i8 now spun in southern
than in northern milis,

Sixty per cent of our cotton still
goes to European mills to be worked
up,

Distantly Related

“And who are you, my dear?” asked
Methuselah, as a little girl appeared
at the door of his tent and wished him
many happy returns of his latest birth-
day anniversary,

“Don’'t you know me, grandpa?" she
said, “I'm the greatest granddaughter
you've got.,”

Thereupon the old man took his ut-
tle reiative thirty-seven generations re-
moved, upon his knee and told her she
mustn’t mind his forgetfulness—he
couldn’t possibly keep track of all of
them,~—Chicago Tribune,

- It Was All Right

Two men went into a restaurant to
get dinner, They ordered chicken and
after it was served one of them started
to carve, He gave his friend the smail-
er plece keeping the larger for him-
self, His friend complained, saying:

“Now, if I had been serving that
chicken, I would have given you the
larger piece.”

The other retufhed quickly, *“Well
haven’t | got it?"—PhMMadelphia ledger.

ulck Recevery
Agonized Youth—Oh, Miss Griselda,
don't tell me there 18 no hope for me!
Miss Griselda—There is absolutely
none poor boy, You mustn't think of
it Why didn't you fall in love with
my sister Pamelia? She 18 much bet-
ter fitted for you than [ am.
Same Youth—Why, I thought she
Was engaged to that prig of a Spoon-
If it isn't asking too much,
Miss Griselda, won't you please say a

good word to her fo
Tribune, § et b

Y cur money refunded after slx month’s trial ¥
Cleapp’s ldeal Steel Rango
wat 60 pov cont botter than others. My vuperior looatlon o Laky
whare lrom, steel, conl, and akilled Iahor Leaper
e ie Tt & TO8 BOToR Sesrpors sheny frmes

. Buwd for fron entalogues of five distinet line, over
with or without reservelr, for clty, town, of ountry

Chester D, Clapp, 657 Summit St., Toledo, Ohio.
(PracTicAL STovE AND RANGE MaN.)
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A Jreat Discovery|
DROPSY CURED
with vegetable remedy

entirely harmless: re.
moves all symptoms of

' dropsy in 8 to 20 days; 30
J h . to£les eflects a per-

manent cure, Trinl treat.
ment furnished tree to
every suflerer; nothing
fairer. For circulars, tes-
timonials, ete., apply to

:Dr, H. H. Green's Sons

i3
7 Box XX, Atlanta, Ga.

QA CER GURED

M LS
Bout; Tumor e MY O S
gems and all 8kin and Womb Diseases, Wrlle
for 1llustrated'Book. BSentfree. Address

DR. BYE. Efsudwey; Kansas City, Mo,
Do You Play Cribbage?

Mexican Hand Stamped. Flexible leather cribe
bage board. Eize 3)¢{x11in. Just the thing for
your grip. . Use matches for pegs. By mall pre-
paid 50c each—2¢ stamps accepted.

Leather Novelty Co.,

Dept. “A,"” P, 0. Box 1447, LINCOLN, NEB,

1CANSELL YOUR BUSINESS
or Real Estata no matler
whers located. FProperties
and business of all kinds sold
quickiy for cash lu &ll of the
United tates. 1 on't wall
W rite today, desoribing what
you have to sell andglve cash
price on same,

A. P. TONE WILSON, Jn.
REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST.
Topekns Kansas
418-1-Kansas Ave,
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lo CENTS A YEAR for the SEARCHLIGHT,

newspaper of the West;
l“thaml%?;mr the n.tllst news Ir?m_
Goldfield and Tonopah, the marvelous new i gr
ine district o!f Nevada. A limited nuu.her‘ﬂ
subscribers will be received at this price I ort
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