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and sailors and their dependents, on
the ground that they deserve liberal
treatment. It pledges by its plaudorm
adequate legislation to that end. But
it denies the right of the executive to
usurp the power of congress Lo legis-
Jate on that subject, Such usurpation
was attempted by peunsion order No.
7, and effect has been given to it by
a congress that dared not resent the
usurpation. It is saild that “this order
was made in the performance of a duty
imposed upon the president by act of
congress,” but the provision making
the imposition is not pomnted out. The
act to which the order refers, which is
the one relating to pensions of avil
war velerans, does not authorize pen-
gions on the ground of age. It does
grant pensions to those “sufferiag [iom
any mental or physical disalility, or
disabilities, of & permanent character,
not the result of their own vicious
habits, which so incapacitates (hem
from tne performance of manval labor
as to render them unable to carn a
support,” This specified requirement
of incapacity is in effect set aside by
order No. 78 as to all persons over 62.

The war closed nearly forly years
ago. In the meantime many of ocur
soldiers and sailors long survived the
age of 62, and passed away without
recewving any pension, Skillful pen-
sion attormeys hunting through the
statute failed to find there a provision
giving a pension to all who had reached
62. Many prominent veterans wrged
the justice of congressional action giv-
ing a service pension to all veterans.
Bills to that effect were intrcduced in
congress. And not until March of this
year did any one ever claim (o have
made Lhe discovery that the piesident
had power to treat the statute as if it
read that when a claimant had passed
the age of 62 years he is necessarily
disabled one-half in ability to per-
form manual labor and thereiore en-
titled to a pension,

The present pension commissioner
indicated his view of the order when
in a recent address he thanked the
president for what he had done, and
advised his hearers to use thcir infiu-
ence that a law might be passed to
the same effect. Full confidence after
all seems not to have been piaced on
the defense of justification, for it is
pleaded in mitigation that a furmer
democratic president did scmething
looking in that direction, Even if that
were so—which is not admitted—our
present duty would be none the less

plain and imperative. Our people .ust

never tolerate the citation of vne act
of usurpation of power as an excuse for

another. The first may possibiy bc due
o mistake; the second, being vased on

the first, can not be. In explanation,
however, it should be said trnat the
order relied on simply provided that
the age of 756 years should be 1egarded
as evidence of inability to peiform
manual labor. Few men are able to
perform manual labor at that age, but
nearly all men dre at 62. The first or-
der is based on a fact.that expcrience
teaches, the other igs based on the as-
sertion of that which is not true as
a general rule,

The old inguiry, “What are you go-
ing to do about it?” is now staled in
& new form. It is said by the admin-
istration ,im reply to the public critl-
cism of this order, that “It is easy to
test our opponents’ sincerity in this
matter. 'The order in question is re-
vocable at the pleasure of tho execu-
tive. If our opponents come inlo pow-
er they cam revoke this order and an-
nounce that they will treat the vete-
rans of 62 and 70 as presumably in
full bodily vigor and not enlitled to
pension. Will they authoritatively state
that they intend to do this? If se,
We accept the issue,”

This suggests the suspicion, al least,
that the order was made to crcale an

issue-——that it was supposed to present

a strong strategic position in the bat-

tle of the ballots, But as the making

of that order was, In my judgement, an
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altempted, though perhaps unwitting
encroachment wupon the legisiative
power, and, therefore, unwarranted
Ly the constitution, the challenge 15 ac-
cepted. If eleclted, | will revoke that
order, But I go further and say that
that being done, I will contribuwe my
elort toward the enactment of a law
to be passed by both houses of con-
gress and approved by Lhe execulive
that will give an age pension, wilhout
reference to disabllity to the aurviving
heroes of the civil war; and under the
provisions of which a pension may bLe
accepled with digmnity because oI the
consciousness that it comes as a Just
due from the people, through their
chosen representatives, and not as
largess distributed by the chief execu-
tive,
The foreign relations of the govern-
ment have iu late years assumed spe-
cial importance. Prior to the acqusl-
tion of the Philippines, we were prac-
tically invulnerable agalnst attacks by
foreign states. These tropical posscs-
sions, however, 7,000 miles from our
shores, have changed all this, and bave,
in effect, put us under bonds to keep
the peace, The new conditions cail for
a4 management of foreign afairs the
more circumspect in that the recent
American [nvasion of foreign markels
in all parts of the world has eacited
the serious apprehension of ail the
great industrial people. It is csseutial,
therefore, more than ever, to adhere
strictly to the traditional policy of
the country as formulated by its first
president and never, in ‘my judgment,
wisely departed from—to invite friend-
ly relations with all nations while
avoiding entangling alliances with any.
Such a policy means the cultivation of
peace 1ustead of the glorification of
war, and the minding of our own busi-
ness in lieu of spectacular intermed-
dling with the affairs of other nations,
It means strict observance of the
principles of international law and
condemns the doctrine that a great
state, by reason of its strenglh may
rightfully appropriate the sovereignty
or territory of a small state on ac-
count of its weakness. It menns for
other American states that we claim
no rights and will assume no functions
save those of a friend and of an ally
and defender as against Europesn ag-
gresgions. It means that we regudiate
the role of the American continental
policeman; that we refuse to act as
debt collector for foreign states or
their citizens; that we respect the in-
dependent sovereignty of each Amer-
ican state and its right to preserve or-
der and otherwise regulate its own in-
ternal affairs in its own way; aud that
any intervention in its affairs by us Is
limited to the single office of enabling
its people to work out their own polit-
teal destiny for themselves, fiee from
the coercion of any European state.
Twenty-eight years have passed
since the democratic party of the state
of New York, in convention assembled,
recommended to the national democ-
racy the nomination of Samuol J. Til-
den as its candidate for the presi-
dency, and declared it to be “thuir set-
tled conviction that a return to the
constitutional principles, fruga! ex-
penses and administrative purity of
the founders of the republic is the first
and most imperious duty of the times—
the commanding issue now before the
people of the union.” This strong ex-
pression was called forth by the national
expenditures for the year 1875, which
amounted to $274,000,000—a situation
which, in the opinion of a majority of
our people, justified an imperative de-
mand for reform in the administratios
of publle affairs, As the expenditure
of the last fiscal year amounted to the
enormous total of $582,00,000, it is evi-
dent that a thorough investigation of
the public service and the immediate
abandonment of useless and extrava-
gant expenditures are more necessary
pow than they were then. This as-
tonishing increase is out of all propor-
tion to the increase of our population,

ald ONGs Do excuse Lrom woslever as-
PECL we View e situstion. Lloe Na-
uonal dewmocratie plauorn  deciares
lat “large reductions can casuy be
made in (e anupual expenditures oL
Ly governmenut witoul UDPRIriLg Lhe
cliciency of any branch of Uke public
service,” Can there be any doubt ol
the accuracy ol thus swalement: be-
‘ween Lhe expenditures oI lue year
ABBL, amounung to $242,000,00, aonu
Wnose or the ast nscal year—toe sey-
entn alter Grover Cleveiana ceased Lo
Ve president—aggregating o83,uvu, U0,
Jiere 18 a differeuce S0 greal as Lo ex-
cite alarm in the breasts otf ail
thoughtiul men. Even excluuiug Lbe
sum o 00,000,000 pald for Lne unama
capal ngots and to the state or Faon-
ama, Lhe expenditures of the ast hs-
cal year exceeded the sum of JosZ,000,-
AU, Deing more than double Wue €x-
penditures of the governmenl for all
piurposes during the first year o1 Mr,
Uieveland's administration,

The expenses of the urst four years
succeeding the last democralic admin-
istration amounted to the enormous
average ol §5611,000,000 per year. ‘This
large expenditure was due v a con-
slderable extent to the cost of the
spanish-American war, which occarrea
during Lhat pertod; but the termina-
tion of that war brought no reliel (o
the (reasury, for the average aanual
expenses of Lthe government, diaring the
three subsequent years ending June
30, 1904, were about $519,000,000, which
is the largest sum hitherto rcached,
during a like period, since the close ot
the civil war, '

This draft upon the revenucs ol the
country has had the effect which
might bave been anticipated, and now
we have presented the reverse of the
situation, which led to the famous ob-
servation, “It is a condition, and not
a theory, which confronts us;"” for,
although the present incumbent lound
at the close of ‘the first fiscal year,
during which he assumed coa.al o1
the administration, a surplus of re-
ceipts over expenditures of more than
$91,000,000, there was an exccss of
expenaitures over recelpts at the close
of the last fiscal year of $4:,000,000,
and the official monthly repurits wade
by the treasury department show that
the expenditures are continuousi; and
rapidly increasing, while the rcccipts
are diminishing,

In this connection It is interesting
to. note the recent administrative or-
ders forbidding government officers
from making public any statcmeal of
estimates on which future appropria-
tions are to be based.

If a2 man of ordinary Intelilgence
and prudence should find in the oper-
ating expenses of his business such a
tremendous percentage of incrcase,
would he not promptly set on fout an
inquiry for the cause of the waste, and
take immediate measures to stop |It,
especially when trusted emplcyes have
been found dishonest and ccuvieted,
and a widespread impression exists
that a thorough Investigation nay dis-
cover other cases of malfcasance?
When the chief executive reporied to
congress that, “through fravds, for-
geries and perjuries, and by shameiess
briberies the laws relating to the prop-
er conduct of the public scrvice In
general, and to the due adminisiration
of the postoffice department have been
notoriously violated” ~ * * there
was a general popular demana for a
rigid, sweeping Investigation by con-
gress, in addition to that undertaken by
the executive himself. Such an inves-
tigation the republican majority in
congress would pot permit, although
the minority insisted that tke inler-
ests of good government demanded it.
And the minority was right. The lib-
erty, patriotism and national pride of
the people should not be made an ex-
cuse for waste of the public funds.
Official extravagance Is official crime,
There 18 not a sentence in the re-

publican platform recommending a re-
duction in the expenditures of the gov-)
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ernment; not a line suggesting that the
Increase in the cost of the war departs
ment from $34,000,000 In 1538 0 §L15~
900,000 In.1904 should be Inquired into;
and not a paragiaph calling for a thor-
ough investigation of those depart-
ments of the government in which dis-
honesty has Deen recently disclosed.
The people, however, can by thelr
voles, i1 they desire it, order sJoch an
Investigation and inaugurate a policy
of economy and retrenchment. It is
safe to say that this will not be ae-
complished by Indorsing at the polls
the republican majority of the house
of representatives, which refused the
investigation and made the ap;ropria-
tions, nor by continuing in power the
administration which made the dis
bursements,
Reform in expenditures must be had
in both the ctvil, military and naval
establishments (n order that the na-
tioual expenditures may be brought to
a basis of peace and the governwent
maintained without recourse to Lhe
taxes of war,

I have put aside a congenial work,
to which | had expected to devole my
itfe, in order 10 assume, as best | can,
the responsibilities your convention
put npon me.

1 solicit the cordial To-operallon and
generous assistance of every man who
believes that a change of measures
and of men at this time would be vise,
and urge harmony of endeavor as well
a8 vigorous action on the part of all so
minded.

The issues are joined and the peo-
ple must render the verdlct.

Shall economy of administration be
demanded or shall extravagance bhe
encouraged?

Shall the wrongdoer be brought to
bay by the people, or must justice walt
upon political oligarchy?

Shall our government stand for equal
opportunity or for special privilege?

Shall it remain a governmenl of law
or become one of individual caprice?

Shall we eling to the rule of the
people, or shall we embrace bencficent
despotism?

With calmness and confidence, we
awalt the people's verdiet,

If called to *“», sffice of president,
I shall consider my.a~ the chief mag-
istrate of all the people and nct of any
faction, and shall ever be mindfal of
the fact that on many questions of
national policy there are honest differ-
ences of opinion. [ belleve in the
patriotism, good sense and absolule
sineerity of all the people. 1 shall
strive to remember that he may serve
his party best who serves his coun-
try best,

If it be the wish of the people that
| undertake the duties of the presi-
dency, 1 pledge myself, with God's help,
to devote all my powers and eaergy
to the duties of this exalled office.

Very truly yours,

ALTON B. PARKER,

The Selace of Slience

“You're forever trying to give Lhe
impression that you're a martyr,"”
snapped Mrs. Henpeck. *“I suppose
you want everybody to think that you
suffer i sllence?”

“No,” repiled Mr. Henpeck, I suller
in the perpetual absence of siience., A
Httle silence would be a positive pleas-
ure to me.”"—New York Tribune.

Terrible Revenge

Orpheus was boasting that he counld
make the rocks sing to his music,

“Ferhaps,” retorted Aeolus, “vut 'l
bet you can’'t make the furnace draw!”
Smarting under the insult, the god
of music Invented the cornet player
by way of retaliation ~Colliers Week-
ly.

Indigestion Cured

In one week with Wine. Send
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