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out of fifty-two nations of the- world
have adopted the policy of govern-
ment ownership in whote or in part, if
twenty-one countries own all their
rallroads, if this condition has been
brought about not suddenly but after
caretul trial, it,follows without dis-
cussion or other testimony that it
must be a success and 1 am at loss
to know what argument can prevail
againgt this test of experience. This
condition does exist, and it has been
an unqualified and uniform success
under all conditions and with all kinds
of governments from the despotic
monarchy of Russia to the referendum
governed repuplic of Switzerland, It
has been a success in new and un-
scttied countries ke Australia, Africa,
and South America, as well as in
thickly populated and fully developed
gountries like Belgium, Germany and
Austria,

Belgium was the nrst country to
build and operate raliroads on gov-
arnment account, commencing in 1834,
Austria followed four years later, but
in 1848 sold out to private companies,
Russia built a railroad from St. Peters-
butg to Moscow in 1851 but sold it to
& private company in 1860. Bolh of
these countries repented the error
later and in 1870 when so many other
countries entered upon the policy of
slate ownership they commenced to
repurchase and now each owns sub-
stantially all its railroads. ¥From that
time on the policy gained ground with

_every acquisition ana on every hand
until the present time, and now among
others Prussia Is about to purchase
all the railroads not already owned by
the government,

Switzerland bought all ner roads at
once five years ago and issued bonds
thercfor at 315 per cent. Prussia pur-
chased its railroad part at a time and

when interest rates were higher and is- Govern-
sued bonds mostly at 4 per cent. Bel- Private  ment
gium got its roads at about cost. Ger- | Countries. mliles, miles.
many paid such an enormous price rAlsace-Luraine.. S ad nie e LN E 981
that in some cases Investors received | Austria-Hungary...... 6,265 12,250
16 per eent on their investments, or {Haden......... s b Fia 1,034
in other words, they reccived four [Bavaria............... 573 3,034
times the cost of their railroad stock | Belgium............. . 715 2,044
in 4 per cent bonds, (Enc. Brit.,, Vol.,, {Brazil.........ooovves. 13,580
20, page 2561.) The Australian coun- | Brunswick........... & 302
tries bought first the railroads that | Bulgaria.............. 600
had been extended so far into unset- | Cape of Good Hope.. 254 2,350
tled territorigs that they were unable | Ceylon ............. g 297 |
to pay rvunning expenses, extended |Chili................. .7 829 1,576
them farther; built up a business, set- | Colombia ......... e 670
tied the cotintry and have already | Demmark............. 367 1,087
made them -én valuable Consul Gen- | Dutelh ®ast Indies.... 300 '993
. eral Marata, in the report hereafter re- | Bquador.............. 53
ferred to, says that they would sell for T e e 1,369
more than the national debt. ¥rance | England.............. 21,2717
in 1878 took the first five roads out | inland.............. { 1.485
of bankruptcy and. soon made (hem |France................ 22,700
profitable, and generally the first pur- | Germany.. ............ 2817 26,086
chases of governments have been of | Greece. .. ... . ... ... .. . B9- '
railroads which weré a flnancial fail- | Guatemala............ 104
ure in private hands, As a financial | [naia. . ..., e e e gy 2,950 17,440
* Buccess government ownership out- |ftaly.................. 2,900 5'321
ranks private ownership beyond com- | japan.. . ... . Vg YA 1.873 ‘631
parison. Our experience with the pos- | Mexico. . ..... .. .. ... 7,380
tal system indicates what this govern- | Natal. . .... oty ; 402
ment could accomplish with the same | Netherlands. . ... Rt | 898
economy applied to the operation of | New South Wales.... 2,639
rallroads. " |New Zealand......... 167 2,018
The following table shows the | Nicaragua........... i 91
growth and development of govern- | NOIWAY ........coo0s 1,020
meunt ownership by decades. The year { Parauguay ........... 1566
1848 is added to show the falling off {¥erut. .. ...c.vnvun.. JOREUCEE) | 800
caused by Russia and Austria dispos- | Portugal.............. 539 914
ing of their small holdings .at that | Queensland........... 2,430
time o private companies. The year | Roumania........... - 1831
1888 is substituted for 1890 because | RUSSIA. . ....o..ovvuee 4 - o 29,458
that is the year in which the Frenen |Servla.........vvnnues 854
R e —— .o Y R 1,000
So "Australin.i.... 1.8831
2 SR s e nonsnsans o o 1 LEST ‘
Temoves | Nu............u-m 30“’
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Venefuela.. ... ..ccouuse 406
Victoria ... ....cc0ves © 3,122
West Australia......., 391 ° 970
Total mileawe..... 00,854 167,818

| session of later statistics the change

government collected and published
such full statistics on the subject:

No, of Miles
countries owned by
owning govern-
Year, rallroads. ments,
S, oo v i% 0 said ol 495
107 L R e . 8 987
1860, i .0 ivvosanns s B 450
ROV ciide s nwenednigs s 6 730
BB, i ds v vnmeamQton 14 3,600
AR, ¢\'s s sn b e an 24 29,074
388850 vive g - 31 167,813
SO0 s o'vs o i n bkt 42 167,813
T'he foregoing tanfe I8 compiled

from figures given in Encyeclopedia
Brittanica, volume 20, page 251, title
Railroads: Mulhall’s Dictionary, ex-
Governor Larrabee's book, The Rall-
road Question, and The Annals the
American Acadamy of Philadelphia.

The following table showing gov-
ernment and private ownership by
countries is taken from Senate Docu-
ment 53, first session of fifty-eixth con- |
gress, | have made but one change,
and that is to transfer_ all the mileage
of France to the public ownership col-
umn, for the reason that the table
shows that France has purchased the
roads to be delivered at the end of a |
certain period, and furthermore, at
the time of the purchase France se-
cured a control which amounts to ac-
tual possession today. 1 am sure that
later statistics will very greatly in-
crease the public ownership ecolumn
and decrease the private ownership.
In every instance where 1 am in pos-

gince this table has been compiled
(1900) shows an uninterrupted increase
in public ownership, For instance,
this table gives 795 miles private own-
ers, whereas later writers treat Bel-
gium as one of the countries owning
all her roads,

In view of this woaderrut growth of

unnecessary to gquote authorities to
show ‘that the policy is a success, but
I will quote briefly from a few persons
of unquestionable knowledge and re-
lability. Among the fo.lowing quota~ |
tions, those from consuls can be found
in. the House Mis. Doc. 2ud Sess., 53d
Cong., Vols, 46 and 46. ‘

“It is, however, improbable that the
people concerned will ever allow this
great possession (the rallways) to pass
again into private hands.” (Danfel
Marata, consul general at Melbourne.)
. “Im recent years a tendency has
sBtrongly developed in Russia as well
as in other couuntries of continental
Kurope which aims at changing pri-
vate ownership of rallways into state |
ownership. One by one private rail-
way lines have thus been falling under
full control of the Russian government
being thus absorbed in the state rail-
way system. In the course of the
present year (1894) no less chan
different lines have been transferred
from private owners to the govern-
ment and on the first of January the
greatest of the remaining lines is ex-
pected to follow suit,” (Charles Jonas,
consul general at St. Petersburg.)
“It ‘is impossible to trace, however
briefly, the history of French rail-
roads without being impressed with
the intimate relation of government
with the system. From the very first
there has prevailed the idea of ulti-
mate state ownership,” (Frank H.
Mason, consul general, Frankfort.)
“Since then (1871) the progress of
railroads has been rapid and the de-
sirability of government ownership
has not been seriously questioned.”
(Helen Page Bates, on Australian |
i‘;l)lways, in Ann. Am. Acadmy, Vol.
“Prussian theory places railroads in
one category, ordinary business in the
other, We have, until recently, in-
sisted upon their essential similarity,
Prussian history establishes the sound-
ness of the first and the falsity of the
second theory, Continental Europe
recognized the danger of laissez faire
In  railroad business much earlier
than America.” (Prof. B. H. Myers,

of Wisconsin S, U, I., in Ann. of Am.

Academy, Vol. 12.)

“Within the last few monius I have
had occasion to meet men from both
these countries (Australia and New
South Wales) who are thoroughly well
informed not only as to the operar
tion- of the railréads but as to the
sentiment of their people and I was
assured that the idea of discontinuing
public ownership and allowing the
rallroads to pass again into private
hands would find no support in pub-
lic ppinion or be regarded as among
future possibilities.” (M. A. Knapp,
chairman international state com-
merce commission, m Ann, of Am.

~Academy, Vol. 19, page 72.)

Speaking of the movement for gov-
ernment ownership throughout the]
world Chairman' Knapp in the same |
art;ele says: “On the whole the ten-
dency is strongly toward government.
ownership.v \ . 4
It will thus Ge seen that government
ownership of rallways is not a new
Bsue,  and it is not socialistic. The
United States supreme court and ey-
ery state in the union has held that
railways are simply lmproved high-
ways and when built by private com-
panies 13 done by virtue of powers

- from the government.

In. every country where the policy
has been started it 1s at the preseat
time being pushed to complete owners
ship of all the railroads in the coun- |
g There has been no conxscation

, and :
speak of. It has all mﬁonlclmtlgatimon -
by negotiation and purchase,  Whet |
forty-two of the principal countries of
the world have accomplished wilh
nothing but the very pest of results 1
presume no man will say that the

United States coul
well tag uld not do equally

el

{government ownership it is perhaps

re an

undue influence poutics It 15 g1,
ficient to quote words of Chair.
m&n Knapp in the article referr. Lo
- “We. may  well quweston wno.;
mmt mmhip would under
any eircumstances intraduce int, .,
pollﬁul a more dangerous or vy
force than the 'rtllwara now exert.”

At most the rallway employes |
do no more_ than Bive an undue
strength to the policles and princi;, s
of the party im power. They wo.||
part of the time at least, favor ¢,
laws. As it is now, the whole power
is exerted for themseives and again. .

| the best interests of the whole 0.

ple. Certainly we would have no oo
railway lobbles, no more scandals in
the election of Unitéd States senators
and other officers. We would see an
inimediate end of the corruption
funds which have so successfully con-

| trolled elections and nullified the wil

of the people. X

Remove this one influence rom 110
manipulation of our elections and we
shall experience the good results of a
free expression of the will of the peo-
ple at the polis such as has not been
felt for more than a guarter of a cen-
tury if not longer.

This has been the experience of oth-
er mnations, Immediately upon its
adoption has -followed the perfection
of the eivil service laws. The whole
power of the rallway employes has
been uniformly thrown in that direc-
tion with irresistible force. As [ said
in the Waterloo speech:

“The railroads are therefore
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neglected means hearr disease, the
most common cause of sudden death,
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Subscribers’ Advertising Department

A little thought will convioce that
this department of The Commoner of-
fers superior advantages to those who
desire to secure publicity, Only Com-
moner subscriberg are allowed to use
it, and only responsible articles are
allowed to be advertised. Confidence
in the advertising management will
explain in large measure why ad-
vertising in The Commoner is profit-
able, The manager is in receipt of
many letters from advertisers who
have used this department with profit.
The rate is the lowest made in this
publication—6 cents per word per in-
sertion, payable in advance. Address
all orders 'to The Commorer, Lincoln,
Nebraska.

Wammu MINING PEOPLETO KNOW

that Nat Howes has Quartz, Placer and
D ngground for sale. These propertics nre
situafed in Bolse County, Idaho, & connty (hat
has produced over §300, in gold. Itcostd
little for reliable informstion regarding Idiho
mines, d?g‘lily_tbm of Bolse county. Ad-
dress, Nat Howes, Idaho City, Idaho.

OU OOULD SELA OLD LINE LIFE INSUR-
Y anee {{you knew how, We teach the arl
{ree of charge and pnwon for your time, De-
sirable contracts nwaiting speelal and general
agents for the stutes of lowa, Missouri, Nebras-
ka and Kansas. Address L, care of Commoner
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