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NIXIES

Is a4 postoflice clerk o Chinaman”

How many people who use the mails
think of the men whose duty it ix Lo
decipher their penmanship”

It is the conviction of a4 good many
clerks that thousands of people direct
a letter with no other dea than that
some divine agency will see thal i sgoes
to its desired destination  no ot e
what s written

There s plenty of substantintion in
the evidencs

Fayvery Saturday a
nixies" is sent to the dead letter offics

consignment ol

i Washington., A “‘nixy i a0 ettt
that is no good; it doesn't get there
The reason may be from one of o ol
many causges, The main trouble s in
faulty address, The ablest realers o
the office may be unable to gain any
light from this. Very freqpuently o
pretty running  hand  is
which, though handsome to look at, i=
A fright fresh from o nightmare In
such a case beauty weighs but little
in the opinion of the mailing  clerk
Again he will find & hideous dream in
o =erawl that even o Chinaeman conld

Rt el

el resnd

In fact when a mail clerk wakess in
the middle of the night bathed in o
vold clammy sweat, his mouth parched
and all his  instinets prompting  him
to shrieh and pull the covers up over

anuary Pre-Inventory Sa

must be entirely closed out.

THE

his head it may =afely be ventursd that
he has beeen dreaming of the hand
wiriting of sotw of the alleged educated
presnprles of the: workd amd the commun
ny

There are several grades of nixies
tine Kind is o letter which Zives the
e amd street adddeess pladndy
einough, butl fails to present the o
of the town or the

Every day half o dozen letters or muore

e of the stile

vome o Lincoln which should go to

the Lincoln of some other of the score

of states in the union which possess
vities of this name,  These misdirected
letters are returned to the semnder pro
vided he mukes his whereabouts known
in the return corner of the envelops
Sometimes he does this and sometines
When he has falled, away
ko the letters to the dead letter otfice

he s et

There they are opensd and f anything
of vialue s foumd, it bs returned to the
serder if has address = indicated on the
imstde. IMherwise he pays the penalty
of his negligence by never Knowing
what became of his letter for it s con
signed 1o the fire after i record] s
madde of 12 journey to the offics

L the carelessiess wf preaagelest
Minglel with the motley trash of droam
mers’ hotel letters and nondeseript o
velupes  gone  astray are found ever
amd anon the hamndsomely sealesl epls-
tles of lovers true That s what they
are cialledl by the clerks anvyway, and
they are quite familiar with the style
of envelopss used by those w Be ador.
cach othe And surely it must be lon
vrs o only, so wrapt in their passion that
they drope theeir messages in the mail
P xees both  unstamped  amd pneud-
dressed and «ven with no sign in the
FEtUTT cornier Who knows how many
losvers” quarrels may not result from
this neglect which may entail heart
vehes and distrustg amd aceusations’
There is enough of svmpathy in the
hearts of the mail clerks 1o induce o
grivan when they coms to this Kind of
neggles td Jetter. When one distributor
hears another muwin i this e
ardl matter, Too bad it s o =ure
guess that he haz digcoverssd the «is=
astrous thoughtlessness of somelasly's
sweel heart,

Niv letters ure ever openessd in the
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postoffice  to aid in discovering the
seraden If the addresses are uaninlel
ligible they are plisced in the section
dJevoled to nixies amd savedd until the
nearest =nturday when they e fan
Waridal o Washington The distribut
ing «lerks, of whibeh there arefive in the
Lincoln postotfioe, do their best to pead
evervihing that comes in the mall. I
the Pt nshigpe I wncvammenly
wretched they all put thelr heads to
gelher, If they =till fail the directors
vierk iakes hold and delves still meors
taking all the time necessary in rea
won.  Poorly as letters are addressed
however, it is only one in thomsoands
that bafMe these rewder=. 2o familiar
are they with all Kinds and chirie
ters of penmanship that i really is an
extraonlinary  poor  piecs of  writing
That more thin Laxes Thelr resoaurves
The Tact s that It takes a ety
sunart mn o be ejther o matl distrib
itor or muailing clerk in o barge peki
oftice, ke that of Lincoln, for instance
The five distributors amd =ix malling
clerks in the Lincoin pesstoffice are [a
milar, in a degres with the whery
dabouts of evervbady in town sl oi s
all over the union It i the sdistribu
temrs who sort the meatl that comnes into
the ailllew sirmd sboles 01 gt tae the ik
riers, In order to de thi= they must
e iles tor vl it o ghanee to what part
of the vity n letter goes amd the il
ity wWho is thes peersom o ecurry it | e
person who ks started in ot the  peost
offive ix generally given the  pesition
of staomper. ot the wages of £ 0 vear
If hee rises 1o the position of JJistriba
ting olerk he gets o raise from BBk to
L SU T The highest salary pald in the
offics is $1.20, received by the chief
vhak of the money onder e prartment
ined by the chief distributing oclerk
A the department reguires the clos
st most faithfal as well = the Keen
“t intelligence, the clerks are right
eousiy of the opinion that there should
b tThe better inducement ol msars
handsome salaries. For this reason if
for nothing «lse they feel they oughi
Loy o i for hetter recognition on the
jaart of the government. They devots
their envrgivs amd brpins 1o a siyls
kabar that. fits 1them for nothing elss

in the worbl, aml in fHet unfits them

OUR ANNUAL

COMMENCES

MONDAY MORNING, JANUARY 20

The annual event when all short lots, odds and ends, broken lines, ete..

11

fir evervihing ols. They are Ll b
b spet with ne chiamnee  of  progress
sl sl ol the oflias It s i Know Ing
the town ansd the people that they hold
theilr peosittions aml the best o man in

the  Fanealn ot vaviihed e warth
ol g i Croahoe oy olther fown
of Linealn ' s chiisse or hilghes bt b hyendd

vd comtindng but 1 o would e omiaeh
less ke sersitude F people woulil ey
e s M in aabdressing  the b
missives, and if the government woubd
conshderably tack  on t few BT
Hgures ta the sablary rodl

: S

WERER FIANOS have bevn baslors
the puabdie for ol s evntury, and now
i the praatie
warkl Fhis et alne m decisive

haoled s sl Eviiy Juesilion

promd o the genurne worth of ths
P, Tor lewl they not oxer aml

ever min justilied thear vhoms ugpon
publ contidenor, they conbd mever
have wehiesed sueh o splemdil tn
wmph over it eesfedd opgueil ion and
Crb e isng -1'lllll'.; a !nu'.: LU L sl
Fhetr suecess 1= due to the faet 1hat
they recomsniemd the e byes

Matthews
Piano Co.

tiwneral Western Agents

Warerooms 1120 O Street, Lincoln
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Our invanable rule never to invoice such lots

causes a general stampede of prices—the cost of the article never beine

considered in these instances—it must be sold.

SEE SUNDAY'S-JOURNAL
FOR FULL PARTICULARS




