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jects of ridicule on account of their
opinione concerning the enlargement of
the suffrage. Consequently, the Mun-
cie women had a horror of the word
“club."” At last, through the influence
of Mre. McRae, the word “club” as a
part of the title wae carried by a small
majority. The duties at the first meet-
ings were voluntary and the williog ones
were selected by the committee to take
part in the program. The meetiogs re-
sulted in one or two coming “prepared,”
the rest of the eveniog being occupied
with charades. The first anniversary
was spent by bolding a sort of self ad-
miration meeting, over the fact that
they had held together eo long.

Atthie time Mrs. McRae suggested
“history” as a subject for eystematic
study. In 1877, the membership feil
from 82 to 44 and as the members began
t2 realize they must take part or with-
draw, 1878 rolled in with 26 active mem-
bers.

The mannver in which the club has
carried out its motto, “Progrees,” is
demonstrated by the subjects discussed
ia the twenty-five years. *‘ pcarnation
of Thought,” “Our New Babies,” were
samples of early topics. During this
time interest in the meetings seemed to
lag and nine montha elapsed at one
time between meetings. In several in-
stances it took the death of a member to
revive interest, for then a called meet-
iog was held to draft a memorial.

In 1877 Julia Ward Howe wrote a let-
ter to the club offering any assistance

she might reuder.
The tirst verbal work introduced by

the pew activity was by Miss Jennie
Neely. In 1878, Mre. McRae attended
the woman's congrees and upon her re-
turn inepired the members by her report

In 1879, Mre. Hattie Patterson read a
paper on “What shall be done with the
children out of echool in Muncie?’ and
explained the need of & truant officer.
The frst printed club programs were
published in 1884.

One of the interesting meetings of the
club at that time was held at the home
of Mre. Andrew Kennedy. The wulls
of the parlor were covered with paper
brought from Thina 33 years before.
The paper represented the principal
scenes as described in Sir Walter Scott's

Lady of the Lake. The pictures were
fully discuseed.
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The years passed on and the secre-
tary's books began to @ill rapidly. To
be a club woman grew to be the correct
thing; the struggie for existence had
paseed and through the faithful mem-
bers, the motto, “Progress” began to be
true in deed and in word. Today the
Muncie Woman's club has members
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, mem-
bars of more than Incal note.

At one of the recent meetings of the
Chicago Woman’s club, Amusements
was the topic of consideration. Mem-
bers gave their idea of pleasures. There
was much difference of opinion as to the
ways and means of obtainiog pleasure
as well as to pleasure itsel!. The opin-
ion however was general that American
women do not epjoy amueements for
amusements’ sake but rather with the
ulterior hope that some educational ad-
vantage may be gaioed therefrom. This
then is one of the causes for the inten-
gity and strain of American life, there
being little time for spontaneous pleas-

ure and gayety,

Honor has recently come to both the
Deborah Avery chapter at Lincolo, and
the Omaha chapter of the Diughters of
the American Revolution. Mre. Stephen
B. Pound of the Deborah Avery chapter
has recently been elected state regeat.
Mrs. Pound was elected several years
ago to this office for cne term and reap-
pointed for another year. Her election
again to the office is testimony of the
efficient and eothusiastic manner in
which she has always performed every
duty and furthered every ioterest in re-
gard to Nebraska chapters of the D.A.R.

Mies Dutcher, a charter member of
the Omaha chapt:r, has just bevn grant-
ed the conceesion for the exclusive man-
ufacture of souvenir badges of the D.
A.R. The D A.R. have heretofore had
but one pin symbolic of their organiza-
tion. The design of the authorized pin
is a spioning wheel and distaff and
though an artistic emblem beiog five-
eights of and inch in diameter, surround-
ed by thirteen five-pointed stars, for
couvenient every day adoroment and
use. Miss Dutcher has long felt the
lack of some simple, inexpensive symbol
for the society and has experimented
for some time until ehe has obtained
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practical results. Before the Trans-
Mississippi exposition ehe devoted much
thought to the matter and evolved the
plan of cementitg the insignia of the
order fo an old bresastpin. This pin,
which Miss Dutcher wore during the
exposition attracled muck attention and
many visiting Daughters expressed their
hope that this idea might be adopted by
the geoeral organization. Miss Dutcher
who 18 a ceramic artist, cootinuved her
experiments, making use of ceramic and
jeweler's enamel until she finally made
the design which has lately obtained
such hearty upp oval. The pin is about
the size of a ten cent piece with an in-
signia of blue enamel upon a white
enamel background, thus iotroducing
the colors of the association. The spokes,
stars and lettering are in gold, the whole
being enclosed in a gold rim which does
away with the disagree.ble tendency of
the rovgh edge of the other pin to catch
and tear laces and chiffon. The price
of thie pin ie one dollas, the price of the
other badge ie eight dollars. The origi-
pal emblem will doubtless be wused for
all formal occasione, but Mise Dutcher’s
device will permit many a Daughter for
whom a pin was formally too great an
extravagance, to indulge iv a souvenir of
her wociety. Ten per cent of the cost of
each pin will be paid as a royalty to the
general orgavization, the amount thus
made going to swell the fuod for the
Cootioen‘al Hall which is now the fond
hope of every Daughter.

This pin was presented at last year's
congresd, but its adoption could not be
acted upon as the official maoufacturers
of the emblem claimed such an action to
bs an infringement upon their contract
and an amendment for its adoption this
year was proposed. The manufacturera
were immediately nnotitied that their
contract would expire February 1901.

The pin was widely and favorably
known before the last congress of the
D. A. R. which occurred two weeks ago.
The Omaha chapter and the Deborah
Avery chapter passed resolutions belore
the convention in Washington approv-
ing of the pin and petitioning for its use,
The pin was aleo well known among the
many strong chapters of New York and
Counnecticut. Miss Dutcher should car-
tainly receive an expression of the ap-
proval and greeting of Nebraska women,
as she 18 the first among thirty four
thousand D. A. R. to propose a pin that
is acceptable from all points of view as
an emblem of the organization.

The Lotos club met Friday afternorn
with Mrs. E. B. Aodrews. Mrs. Bessay
spoke of Dr. Asa Grey as & man. Dr.
snd Mre. Bessey have beea guesta of Dr.,
Grey, and Mrs. Bessey's reminiscencee
were very interestling.

I'be current topice department of the
Lincoln Woman’s club met on Tuesday
with the largest attendance of the sea-

' 80, forty women being pressot. Miss

Green gave a general history of the Pas-
sion Play; Miss Rogers. the architecture
of the village of Ober Ammergau; Dr.
Wood, the spiritual effect of the Passion
Play. Mies Rogers erxhibited an old
mao carryiog a bundle of fagots, that
was carved by a child of twelve.

The New Book Review club met with
Mra. Coragell, 1235 Q street Wednesday.
Mrs. Cornell read from Nicholas Nic-
kieby where he leaves the Yorkshire
school. Mrs. Cook read a biography of
Zaog #ill, and Mre Baker reviewed The
Maatle of Elijab. The meetiog ad-
jourped to meet again in two weeks
whea it will assembie to heat Mr. Harry
Shedd talk about new books.

The literary department of the Wo-
man's club met Thursdday in the club
rooms to discuss Coleridge’s prem of the
Ancieot Mariner. A shortsuxmary of
hie life wus presented and then the poem
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was read and discussed. Coosiderable
discussion as to what a reader would
gain from the Aocient Mariner was in-
dulged in and the ladies told of what it
had meant to them. Tosome it was a
mysterious poem devoid of meaning, to
others it cootained the theme, “The
punishment that comes from lack of
harmony with the law of love.” At the
next meeting election of officers for the
ensuing year will take place. The pro-
gram will be in chargs of Mrs. Hall -a
study of Shally and Keats, and Doctor
Marsh will estimate New England's
debt to Whittier.

Sorosie met Tuesday with Mrs. Taylor
Mrs. Sawyer spoke of the (‘onsumers
League, bringing out the points in fav.
or of the League and the conditions
that the Lesague on the other hand did
not seem able to remedy. Mrs. Sawyer
said that she spoke from a non-partisan
point of view as she had not yet been
able to dezide whether the use of the
Coosumer’s label would mitigate the
evils of aweat shops and other places of
labor.

The music department of the Lincoln
Woman's club met Friday with Mrs.
Eames. Mesdames Lucas and Williama
were in charge of the program, French
and Italian Opera, being illustrated by
both voice and piano.

Mrs. Ella M. Henrotin ex-president of
the general federation of Women's clubs
bhas written a brief review of the eclub
movement. She gives some interesting
statistics in regard to club growth. It
is ten years since the organization of the
general federation. In 1893, three years
alter the establishment of the general
federation the lowa federation of Wom-
en's cinbs composed of clubs from all
parts of the state, some members, but
more not members of the general federa-
tion applied for membership io the gen-
eral federation. At that time as there
was no provision whatever in the con-
stitution for state aseociations, lowa was
admitted as an individual club payiog a
biennial due of #10 and sending the
president and two delegates to the bisn.
nial meeting. In the early part of 1504,
Magine and Massachusetts were admit-
ted on thissame basis. Between May
1894 and May 1806, Utabh, Kaosas, Ilii-
noie, Nebraska, New York, New Jersey,
Kentucky, Minnesota, Miseouri, Michi-
gan, New Hampshire, Ohio, Tennessee,
Rhode Island, Peonsylvania, Washing-
too aod the District of Columbia organ-
ized federations and were admitted as
individual clube, though ever at that
time some state federations comprised
more than one hundred clubs.

At the Louisville biennial held in June
1808, the recognition of the state federa.
tion per se as entitled to a large recogoi-
tion than individual clubs was estab-
lished. The influence of the state fed-
eration has been constantly increased
since that time. Betweea May 1896 aud
May 1808, Wisconsin, North Dakota, Ar-
kansas, (Coonecticut, Delaware, Georgia,
Florida, Vermont and Oklahoma were
admitted as state federations. Sioce
1808 Maryland, South Carolina, South
Dakota, Indiana, California anc Texas
bhave been admitted. At the Denver
biennial the per capita tax was agitated
acd adopted. This was the beginning
of the demand for a reconstruction of
the general federation, not as a federa-
tion of clube, but of state federations
and other societies.

Ohio possessesa the largest state fud-
eration, 2500 clubs, and Indiana the
smallest, five; Nebraska 08, averages
well, with the other state federations;
New York has the largest per capita
membership, 30,000 members: Illinois
25,000, and Maseachusetta over 21,000,
Statistics are rightfully ackoowledged
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