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LITTLE CHILDREN OF THE HILLS
THE TRANSFORMATION OF ALBERT.
v
[BY MARTHA PIERCE.]

For The Courler

Heuring & familiar shout one morping
early in May, Mrs. Lee elepped out on
the back porch. There was indeed the
same shabby pony, but the boy who
rode him! At sight of him she threw
up ber bands. “Who is this?’ she
cried. “Do I know this boy?”

Alfred grinned from ear to ear. His
face pewly polished with laundry soap,
shoune like mahogany.

“I'm a diff"'r’'ot lookin' boy when I'm
clean, ain’t 1" he cried gleefully.
“Thought 1'd &'prise you. You're so
greal oo bein’ clean. Dad went to town
last week, with the pelts and | made
him buy me some soap Git a whole
quarter's worth. White Rooshan! Is
that good soap? You think?”

“Yes,” assented Mre. Lee. “Itis very

“Look st these clutbes!" continued
Alfred. “Look at this shirt! I've got
another at the camp, ['ve got two; and
a pair of over-gsils, too! Feel o' that
shirt. Ain't shat a good shirt I'r seven-
ty-five cents®”

Mrs. Lee toak a pinch of shirt-sleave
between a critical thumb and firger.

“It is good warm flanpel,” she assert-
ed.

“How do you like my bat?! And wy
boote?" Alfred pursued, taking off the
hat and surveying it with admiration
and holding up the braes woed, red-top-
ped boots for inepection.

“Fine! fioe!” cried Mrs. Lee. “You
are quite dreseed up. But why put on
your bat? Are you pot comiog in to
bave some bregkfast? 1 am just bakiog
some lapvel cakes for Johony, acd tke
coffee i bot.” She laughed. Alfred
wondered why.

Alfred had arranged hie hat to hus
satisfaction. It was a round shiny ope.
He had drawn it down until both his
ears, turved gracefully down, and stood
straight out from his head.

“Come in and have some cakes,” urg-
ed Mrs. Lee, to her own surprise.

Alfred seldom required uvrgiog. Mre.
Lee wondered that a new flincel shirt,
a npew pair of over-alle thrust ioto the
red-topped boots, and even the wonder-
ful shiny bat, should work such a
transformation in maooer,

“I guess not,” Alfred said sbyly.

“‘But why not¥” queried the good wo-

man.
“] want to git down to Orr's belore
Jamie starte to school,” said A'fred in a
burst af confidence. “He’s allus been
pointin’ his finger at me and callin’ me
dirty pig.”

“He's a naughty boy." said Mre. Lee,
indigeantly, ““to say such things to a
poor, helpless child.”

Alfred grioned. *“] guess this morn-
ing,” he affirmed, “I'll be the cleacest of
the two.” As he galloped away he look-
ed back over his shoulder to shout re-
gret. “I'm swful sorry Johuoy ain't up.
I know he'd like to see these clothes.”

JAMIE.

Io the afternocon Mre. Liee and Joho.
py went in the two wheeled cart to
spend the afternoon and take tea with
Mrs. McIotyre, who lived four milea
down the creek. The Mclotyrgs were a
lonely couple, of middle age, recently
married after long years of waiting for
the wealth Robert hoped to accumulate,
ranching. All hie wealth coosisted io a
little log house, acd a little herd ol cat-
tle roamiog the free range.But there was
no bappier vor more cheerful and con-
tented woman up and down the wvalley
than Jaoet Mclotyre two years out
from Scotland. Her fresb, ::ddy face,
from which th» gray bai- was brusbed
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back e» uncomprowisingly, was to the
children of the Little Bear valley one of
the most beautiful ever seen, though so
utterly lacking regularity of feature and
the eoftnees of youth.

She and Mre. Lee sewed together con-
tentedly in the little west windowed
sitting room. The golden afternovn
suoshine streamed in and made a bright
spot on the carpet. In the middle of
this spot the big gray cat purred con-
tentedly. All was peace and content-
ment but eeven-year-old Johony was
trankly bored. He bad looksed at the
preseed heather, and the gold clock un-
der the glass case, All he cared to look
at were thiogs which must be handled
@0 cerelully. He bad failed in an amia-
ble attempt to play with the cat. The
cat was a respected cat with privilegee,
and would not submit to have his tail
pulled, or his fur brushed backward.
Johnoy tlatteved his nuse against the
window and diecovered Jamie Orr com-
iog 1o the lane. All his lassitude van-
ished. He made one leap for bis bat
aud another for the door-way. Mrs, Lee
rose and looked out. She saw Jamie
Orr turow his bridle reiu over -the gate
post. and approach the house.

“How do Mis Lee,” he said in a gentle
little voice, out of all proportion to his
bulk. (He was rather a fat boy.) *“Wiil
you tell Mis Melntyre, mamma said I
could come to play awhile?”

Mre. Lee podded brightly, and the
two boys went away together to con-
struct miniature ditches, watering imag-
inary acres of Alfalfa, sod to quarrel
vociferously over their water rights, aft-
er the pattern of their fathers.

At half past five they came in. The
two women were in the kitchen. Mrs.
Lee sat at the window, slill sewing.
Mrs, Mclotyre moved briskly about,
preparing the evening meal “for com-
pany.”

Jamie sat down on the kitchen step.
His reddish hair, wet with perspiration
lay in little streaks on his forehead.
His gentle blue eyes had an expression
of melancholy which gradually spread
iteelf over his fat freckled face.

He sighed heavily.

“Well, Mise Mclotyre,” he said, “I
guess I'd better be going if I'm going wo
get bome in time for supper.”

“Aw. Are you sayin' eo Jamie dear?"”
said Mrs, Mclotyre, absently. “Did ye
have a good time playin®"

“Yessum,” said Jamie. “Any way,”
he pursued, “1 don’t s’pose I'll get
home in time for supper. It'll all be et
up, before I get there. Maybe mam-
ma’ll save me some though,” wmourn-
fully.

“She will that,” said Mrs, Lee.
“Trust a mother to look out for her
boys.”

Jamie cast a scornful glance at Mrs.
Lee.

*] don't e'pose mamwma’ll have any-
thing very good for supper,” he pursued.
“I dido't hear her say anythiog about
it.”

Mre. McIntyre turned ae if an idea
bad just struck ber,

“Jamie, lad,” she said. “D'ye s'pose
your mother would be caria’ noo, if ye
etayed and took & bit o’ tea wi' me?”

Sunshine beamed from Jamie's face.

“She eaid I could,” he said bashfully,
*it you ssked me.”

“Well, then you'll just stay ™ eaid
Mrs. Mcintyre kindly.

Jamie rose with asigh of iniense re-
lief. I guess I better goand put that
horse in the barp,” he said. Lookiog
back ss he went down the steps he ac-
ded cheerfully:

“] a'pose, seein’ they’'s company you-
‘re goin’ to have hot biecuits and black
b'rey jam. I know you most always do.”

“Did you ever?" said Mrs. Lee, laugh-
ing, as Mre. Mclotyre anewered gayly:

“Yes, Jawie, | will that.”
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The Woman's club met Monday after-
nooo, January 28th, at the University
chapel. The program was in charge of
the music department. Mr., Willard
Himball explained the coustrucsion of
the pipe organ and aleo gave a short re-
cital. Persoas not members of the club
were admitted for the pominal fee of
twenty five cents.

At the Century club on Tuesday aft-
erpoon, January 220d, Mrs. George E.
Haskell read a paper on the ‘‘Conquests
of Egypt by the Hykeos or Shepherd
Kings,”" and Mrs, McCreery ou “Egyp-
ian Mesuments, Temples and Tombs."
The meeting occurred at the home of
Mra. #lindman.

German Opera was the topic of the
last meeting of the music department,
J wuary 18th. Mesdames Hall, Warn-
er, Fisher, Easterday, Flemiog snd Miss
Yeung lectured upon the subject. .

The art department of the Woman's
elub met Monday, January 21st, in the
dab rooms, Mrs. Hodgm in read & pa-
per on the Pre-R iphaelited.

Mrs. Hiboer read a paper on “Shake-
pere’’ at the meeting of the literary de-
partmeont of the Woman's club Thurs.
day afternoon, January 24th.

The Lotos club met last Thursday
with Mrs. Heary E. Lewis, A program
of miscellaneous topica and a discussion
of plans for the remaining eight meet-
ings of the year, filled the afternoon.

The committee on reincorporation of
the G. F. W. C,, is, Mesdames Coraelia
C. Fairbacks, Indianapolis; Lucia E.
Blount, Washiogton, D. C.; M. E, Traut-
man, New York City; John T. McNeal,
Daover, chairman; Mary L Lockwood,
The Columbia, Washiogton, D. C.

The Arche club passed the following
resolutions, regardiog the admission of
colored clubs or delegates:

Whereas the colored women's clubs
are pot asking for admiesion to the
etate federation: and, whereas we con-
sider this question of vital importance
to the upity of the north and south in
our Genersl Federation, weare opposed
to our state federation taking any action

. io the matter.

The second biennial of musical clube
will be held in Cleveland on April 30th,
and May 1st, 20d and 3rd, 1901. Also
the music federation of which Mrs. Ed-
win F. Unl of Grand Rapida is president,
and which has grown remarkably since
the first St. Louis biennial, will soon
hold ite convention.

At the first board meeting since the
last election of officere of the Connecti-
cut etate federation the report of the
commilttee, appointed some two weeks
ago to study the matter of equal rights
in the guardiaoship of children, was

heard. Ao effort will be made to |-
pare a bill and obtain ite passage in 11
pext legislature. According to the .
istiog law a father can do with the ch. g
according to his pleasure or convenie:
even to giviog it away, no matter w!
the mother's feelings or wishes may i

The Forum club of San Diego, (..
has accomplished great things since its
organization in 1895. The object of 1he
club is to promote cuiture, literary und
social intercourse. Perhaps the st
enjoyable feature of the Forum is its

incolt sluh house, the spartments of which

counsiat of a lecture hail, reception rouw,
tea room and dreasing room. The ...
ture room is used entirely for club meeat.
ings. The reception room possesses a
small library, magazines, daily pupers
apd writing material. The tea roow
finished in Deift blue is always open and
is found tobs a most welcome place.
The club has two regular meetings, the
second and fourth Wedaoesdays of each
month. The first and third Wednes.
days bave been devoted to informal re.
ceptions, but duriog the last year cur-
rent wpice have been introduced to take
the place of these. In Decemkber the
club celebrated its fifth, “wooden, an-
niversary.”

The Plastic clchb of Philadelphla has
begun to exert much icfluence in the
east. The exhibition thie year will con.
gist of miniatures, a loan collection of
paintiogs, silhouettes and colonial gar
meats. Among the members are Miss
Cecilia Beaux, Miss Alice Barber Steph-
ons and Mise Blanche Dalaye.

The ealendar of the Cozy club of Te-
cumseb, bound in violet,has chosen for
its subjects duriog the year, “Study of
the French people” and “Topics of the
dsy.” The officers are: Mrs. Harris
Pres.; Mre. Sullivan, vice P.; Miss Ella
McOrosky, sec.: Mrs. Bouton, treas.; aud
Mra. True, libra ian. Uader the topic
of “Study of the French people” several
papers are devoted to Freoch history,
another subjact of interest **Character-
istics of the Freoch people” and “Howe
lite in France” which is the eource, of
couree, of national characteristics. Two
afternoons are given to French art:
French women. history, literature auvd
institutitious are also studied,

“ The subject “Topics of the -day" e
plaios iteell, for most of the problen:s
that are of interest today, especially to
women, are chosen. [t is always ec
couraging to find a Nebraska day amony
club programs. It signifies state }a-
triotism and state patriotism will sooner
or later evolve something for the benstit
of a locality which is necessarily sta'«
improvement. The toasts offered for
this day are “The clube,” “Early days 11
Tecumeeh,” “The garden spot of N
braska,” “Nebraska's backbone,” av
“Thiogs that foster our state pride '
The program for Jacuary 1st was a ro
ception.

The Fairbury Woman's club was we |
attended last week and npearly ever:
member was prepared with a practict
réc'pe of some kind, Miss Gellatly sar
Asthrore accompanied by Trotere by M-
Perry on the piano. “Hints to your:
bousewives’” was ably handled by Mr
Sarbach, and we could but wish that '
young housskeepers and all who co' -
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And Dairy Go.

Maoufacturers of the finest qual-
:ltg: and P::l%c’ Ice Cream,

rogen ings, Frappe
and Sherbets. Prompt dalivgry
and satisfaction guaranteed.

1313 80. 12th 5t. PHONE 205.
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