THE CONVERSION
OF DON ENRIQUE.

Aan Episode of Mexican Railway Life.

“It is most wonderful. Nay, more; it
is marvelous, miraculous! Why, an
hundred burros could not draw eo great
aload! Not even an hundred of the
best horses of Las Delicias! Come, my
friend, let us instantly depart. Of truth,
it is the work of the Evil One himeelf,
and to remain longer would be but to
endanger the welfare of our souls. Let
us never have railroads in our Mexico."

Don Earique was a proviocial Mexi-

.can geotleman wbo bad journeyed in

that good, old-fashioned conveyance, a
rattle-trap of a diligeneia, from his far-

.away rancho to the frontier town of

Paso del Norte, where he had been per-
suaded, ot a little against his will, to
accompany a friend to El Paso, on the
“Texas side of the Rio Grande, there to
-view the woncers being wrought by the
Americans. The first railroad to enter
£l Paso had juet been completed, and
.he saw for the first time in his life that
wonderful machine, a steam locomotive.
Its strange noise filled him with alarm;
the foul smoke pouring from its stack
almost straogled bim; and, awe-stricken
by its marvelous strength, he finally
gave expression to his emotions, as
.shown above. He turned a deaf ear to
the laughiog remonstrancee of his friend,
meanwhile piouely crossing himself and
insisted upon immediately returning to
the Mexican side of the river; there, he
felt, they would be safe from the ma-
lignaot iofluence of the diabolical ma-
«chine. And uvpon arriving at Paso del
Norte, he lost po time in starting back
ame; buy it was with a heavy heart;
as oppressed with the fear that he
committed a heinous sin.
few months later he was informed
a concession lor the construction of
ilroad in Mexico had been granted
American company, whereupon he
d up his hands in speechless horror.
baining uee of hie tongue, he de-
inced the impious government of his
®ntry in terms both vigerous and pic-
furesque, but that sccomplished noth-
iwg. And when the engineers who
Jocated the lineof the road reached
Las Delicias be used all the diplomacy
at his command to turn them aside, but
to no effect, for the road was surveyed
to pass within a mile of his house.

In due time the graders came, a mot-
ley crowd of rude, rough men who
laughed in hie face, and with many an
outburst of impotent rage he saw them
tear an ugly trench acroes the breadth
of Las Delicias. Then came the track-
layere, and he raved and stormed like
one beside himself ae the lines of glitter
ing rails crept up and past his home; he
crossed himeeif with pious horror at sight
of the telegraph wires. He was notin
the least mollified when the railroad
company paid hima good, round sum
%or its right-of-way across his property,
and rejected with asuperb gesture of
scorn the snnual pass that was also ten-
dered him.

“No, no, senor!” he exclaimed, indig-
pantly; “I was powerlees to prevent this
desecration ¢f my beloved country, but
I did what I could. And yet the infa-
mous government has not evacted lawe
compelling me to patronize your rail-
road, and until that be done, neither I,
nor my family. nor yet my servants,
shall imperil their souls by goiog near
your trains, Take back the pass to
those who sent it,and tell that I, En-
rique del Toro, do execrate it and them.”

Don Eorique's opposition gave the
officials of the road but little concern;
his was only one of maoy such cases,
pevertheless it was decided to propiti-
ate him by establishiog a station con-
venient to his use,and a peat frame
building was erected oot far from his
house. When the time arrived to select
a man to have charge on this station,
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Bob Evane, a man who waa a thorough
railroader and with a reputation for
coolnese and “perve,” but who was
utterly lacking in respect for Mexicans,
was chosen. He was not the man to
make overtures of friendship to Don
Earique, most decidedly not—and Don
Emique would have repelled such over-
turese had they been made. Weeks
passed, with each seeming to be insen-
sible of the other’s existence; but there
were agencies at work that were des-
tined soon to break down the barriers
between them.
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One morning a vaquero galloped mad-
ly to the hacienda, bringly Don Enrique
the terrifying news that a large war
party of Apache Indiane had swept
down from the neighboring mountains,
killing and burning, and were makiog
for the hacienda. Many jyears bad
passed since the Indiane bad raided
that country, and eo Don Enrique was
uterly unprepared to meet them.

“God of my soul, what am I to do?”
he groaned. “We are too few to resist
them. We must 2y, but where? Oh,
my wife, my daughter! Trulyit isan
evil daythat bas come upon us. We
must fly fron Las Delicias, but where
can we find safety? There are no
soldiers nearer than Chihuahua, and of
truth the Indiana would overtake us be-
fore we could go so far.” And the poor
man wrung his hand is deepair.

“You forget the railway,Don Enrique,”
the vaquero answered. ‘‘Let us hurry
to the station; the train may come at
any moment, and all the Apaches of the
Sierre Madre could not overtake that, it
moves-with such great swiftness."”

“The railway is a device of Satan for
entrapping our souls,’ Don Eaorique
sternly replied,

“And are not the Apaches Satan’s
own impe?’ the vaquero rejuined with
respectful persistence.

Eorique was loath to surrender his
cherished policy of nop-intarcourse with
the railroad, but his wife and daughter
pronmptly championed the vaquero’s
suggestion, und when two women beeet
one poor man, that man has but one
course to follow. He yielded, ard im-
mediately his household began its
flight. Pell-mell, shrieking and gesticu-
lating, they poured inoto the station,
surprising Fvaoas into speechlessness:
and Don Eorique, his simple mind agi-
tated no lees by his fear of the clicking
telegraph instrument than by his appre-
hension of the blood-curdling horrors of
an Apache raid, attempted to explain
the cause of their coming. He spoke
Spanish, the ooly language he knew, and
his excitement caused his words to pour
out in an unbroken stream that was
wholly unintelligible to Evaps, who
could understand Spanish only when it
was spoken slowly and with careful
enunciation.

Mexicans always amused Evans—
when they did not diegust him. Their
theatrical display of emotion, their effu-
piveness, startliog gesticulation, and
comical grimaces, when excited, were to
him all that the antics of a cage of
monkeys are to the small boy. In puz-
zled amusement he sat staring at Don
Earique, letting him talk away until ex-
bausted, aad then coolly informed him
that he had failed to catch his meaning.

Don Eorique gasped with despair:
what could he do to arouse that thick-
headed American, he wondered, A
happy thought occurred to him: grasp-
ing Evans by the arm, he dragged him
to the window. “Mira, senor,” he cried,
pointing to the west, where a number of
slender columns of emoke were rising,
“Indios! Apaches! Muchos, muchos!"

Evans was a frontiersman, and his
mind iostantly took in the situation.
With a bound he reached his telegraph
instrument and began calling Chihua-
hua, while Don Earique drew back from
the devilieh machinery as faras he

could, The OChihuabua office g was
prompt to respond, and the next mo-
men® ao urgent call for soidiers went
leaping aloog the wire. There was im-
mediate excitemeot in Chihuahua; the
,tussy ewitch engine that was standiog
for the momeant idly beside the telegraph
office awoke with a snort, and darted to
theend of the yard, where it hastily
began sorting out coaches. In bot haste
a messenger was dispatched to the bar-
racks; breathless he rushed into the of-

ficeof the commandaote, and the next | heari

moment there arose an aogry soarl of
drums and a loud, excited calling of
bugles. Then came a pattering of many
sandaled feet and the rattle and jingle of
arms, 8 hasty calliog of rolls and couot-
ing of fours, following by sharp, quick-
spoken worda of command, and a column
of ewarthy, uniformed men emerged
from the barracks. Agaiu a sharp com-
mand, and they sprang forward at the
double-quick, racing to the railroad sta-
tion, where a train was now in readiness
for them. Having seen the soldiers
safely aboard, the conductor went into
the telegraph office, where he remained
a fow momente; when he came out again
he carried in his hand a crumpled bit of
paper, upon which appeared the words,
“Run regardless.” His hand shot up-
ward in a signal to the waiting engineer,
and, with clanging bell and the hise of
eecaping steam, the train moved out.

Anxiously the refuges st Las Deliciae
scanned the weetern horizon. In that
direction a!most a level plain stretched
away mile upon mile to where it met
a range of mauntaine that were velvety
and blue with distance. Midway in
thie plaio a cloud of dust arose, grew
larger with every moment, and drew
rapidly nearer. Now a dense roll of black
smoke appeared, and uscended straight
upward to lose iteelf in the blue of the
sky, and an angry glare of flame leaped
upward beneath it. The Apaches were
coming io & whirlwind of death and
deetruction.

“A Dois! they are but little more
than three leagues away!™ groaned Don
Eorique. *“Wtat shall we do?"

*No need for worry, senor,” returned
Evane, who was sithing with one ear
over his telegraph instruments; and with
exasperating coolnees he struck a match
and lit his pipe.

“No need for worry?" gasped Don En-
rigue. “Great God, mao, thou art
crazed with fear!”

But Evans did oot reply, did not hear;
ha was entirely absorbed by what the
telegraph was saying. Presently alook
of satisfaction shone in his face, and he
made a hasty mental ealculation: “Ino-
dians ten miles away, an’ comin’ ten
miles an hour; soldiers sixty miles away
an’ ‘Cuesin’ JimmyJohnson a-pullin’ "em;
result, some Indians to bury in "bout an
hour if Jimmy stays oo th' raile—hot
time for us if he don’t.”

The cloud of dust kept rolling nearer,
and a group of tiny black specks came
into view at ita base—specks that in-
creased in number with every moment,
and that grew larger, took form, and be-
came galloping Apachee, Nearer, nearer
they came, and the sobbing, praying.
hysterical Mexicans relinquished all
bope of mortal aid; but not so with
Evans. Leaning far out of his window,
he was watchiog the track, and present-
1y, far away where the lines of gleam-
ing raile seemed to unite in one, he
caught sight of another speck —a spech
that was sending aloft a plume of inky-
black smoke, “Fireman’s workin' like
th' devil,”” he mused, ‘an’ Jimmy's got
her wide open, comin’down a one per
cent grade, too. Ain’t he a bird?”’ Now
he looked at the Indians, and a look of
concern stole into his face. They were
getting dangerously near. Going to his
desk, he took out and cocked his revel-
ver. It held six loads, one for each of
the women if the worst should come—
far better death for thewm than capture
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First Pub, Nov. 24--3
Notice of Petition for Letters.

In the county court of Lancaster county, Ne-
braska

In re estate of Hobert Van Andel. deceased.

The State of Nebraska, 1o Van Amdel,
Frank Vineent Van Ancei Lo any other
persons interested (n sakl matter.

Take notiee that a petition styned by John
F. Riffe praying said court to grant letters
of administration of sald estate to John F Kiffe
has been fled in sabl eourt . that the same b« wt
for hearing on the 11th day of December, AR
at ten o'cloek A. M. soed that if you do not thea
appenr and contest, sald court muy  graot ad-
ministration of the sald estate o John FRiffe

Notice of this proeecdiog has been ordered
ruhlhhul three wooks successively la The
‘ourier of Lincoln, Nebraskn, prior 1o sald

ne.
Witness my hand and the seal of sald court
this 15th day of November A [ 1R
(SEAL ) Frass R Warsus,
County Judye.
By WarTee A, Lexsc
Clerk County Court,

First Pub. Nov. 2-1

Notice of Incorporation.

The undersigned here give public notiee
that they have associa themselves together
for the purpose of forming the following neor-
poration:

L. The name of sakd corporntion is the “Clty
Block Com: y."

2. The principal place of transacting the busi-
ness of this corporation (s ut the city of Lineoln,
Nebraska.

3. The genernl nature of the business to be
transacted by this corporation |s to purchase,
own, ne?ll'. maintain. insure, rent. lease. mort-
gage, sell, and convey real estate, ixtures and
appurtenances in the ity of Lincoln. Nebraska

4. The amount of capital stoek authorized in
this o I o, dividesl  Into
shares of 810 each. which shall be pald ot or
hefore the date of issuance of certificates there-
for. either In real estale, money. or figtures. or
) rienunces, situsted in the oity of Lincoln,
b ka, at such nable valuation ns shall
be put thereon by the board of directors of this
company. but the incorporation shall be deemes)
complete upon the subseription of three shapes

L8 l;'hr time of commencement of this corpora-
tion is the date of the filing of these articles
with the county clerk of Lancuster county, Nee

and the date of its termination is at the
expiration of twenty-five years from said last
named date.

6. The highest amount of indebiedness or lia-
bility 1o which this corporation may at any time
subject itself s two-thirds of its capital stock.
which may be secursd in whole or in part by
n or mortgages upon real  estate
Owped by 1.

7. The affairs of this corporntion shall be con-
ducted by & board of three directors, who shall
choose a president from among thelr own num-
ber, and who shall also elect o secretary  amd
treasurer but the last named offlees may be
held by the same person.  The board shall wlso
appoint or provide for the appointment of such
subordinate offlcers as it may see AL

R. . HazLETYT
. F. SCHWARTZ,
F. D. CopNeLl.

First Pub. Nov. 175,

Notice is hereby wiven that pursuant to li-
cense and authority granted st Lincoln. Ne-
braska, on the 12th day of November, 1880, by
the Honorable Edwanl P. Holmes, one of the

i of the District Court for Lancaster coun-
ty. Nebraska, sitting at chambers: the under-
s executors of the last will of Nathaniel

Leech, late of near the eity of Calgary, in the
district of Alberta, in the North West Terri-
tories of Canada, will offer for sale and =ell 1o
the highest and best bidder for cash at-the
east front door of the court house of Lancaster
county. Nebraska, between the hours of 10
ociock A. M. and 11 o'clock A. M. on the 1Tth
day of December, A. D 1000, lot numbered
twenty-one t21) in block numbered one (1) in
Kennard's addition to the efty of Lincoln, Lan-
caster county, Nebruska.  Sald sale will be held
open for bidders during the whole time between
sald hours, Josgra Leecu,
GroneE LEgcw.
Exrrutors

First Pub. Nov. 243
Notice of Probate.

In the :ounw court of Laneaster county Ne-
—E 147,

The state of Nebraska. to Francis Van Andel
Mrs. Annie MeRae and w any other persons
interested o said mater.

Take poties that an instrument purporting to
be the last will and testiment of Mollie Van
Andel, deceased. is on flle in sald eourt. and
also a petition praying for the probate of said
instrument. amd for the appointment of John
Riffe as executor. That on Devember [ith (9,
at ten o'clock Al M. <ald petition and the proof
will be heard at the county court room in  Lin-
coin. in said county. and that if you do not then
appear and contest, sall court may probate
and record saibd will and grant administration
of the estate a= prayed for

Notice whereof has been ordersd published
for three weeks successively prior o sald hear-
ing ln The Courier of Lincoln. Nebraska

Witne== my hand and seal of <ald eourt this
19th day of November, 196

SEAL | Fraxse R Warees
County Judge.
By WaLter A, LExsk Clerk County ¢ ourt,

PAINTING, |

Furniture
Polishing.

_ Twenty eight years experience as an
inside decorator. Reasonables prices.

CARL MYRER, 2612 Q

Phnone 52312,




