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THE MILLIONAIRE'S MATCHBOX.

He had pressed upoo me one of his
own high-priced cigars.

“Thaoks,” I said. “Match?”

“‘Haven’t you got one of your own?"

“No. Come on. Hurry."”

My friend, the millionaire, looked per-
torbed for a moment. Then his coun-
tenance cleared. “We shall be at Wa-
terloo in twenty minutes,” he said, “and
then we can get a light at the refresh-
ment room. They never mind your
taking & match or two.”

“No good,” 1 said. I want to smoke
pow. Hand over your box.”

With great reluctance, he handed me
his gold matchbox, with his monogram
on it in emeralds—a pratty, ostenta-
tious, little toy. He shut both the
carriage windows, so that no draught
should necessitate the use of more than
one match.

I opened the box and examinad the
contents with care. He did pot like
the examination. He winced under it.
He grew nervous.

“Come, come," he said, “light up, and
give me the box back.”

*‘Has this been going oo long?" I
asked.

“What do you mean?”

“You know perfoectly well what 1
mean. There are several different kinds
of wax matches in this box.”

“Well, there's nothing in that, Some-
timee I buy one kind, and sometimes
another.”

“But you don’t buy six different kinds
at once, and then put some of each in
your box. I am sorry to eay that you
are a thief, a match-thief. You prob-
ably are a liar also, for 1 doubt if you
have ever bought matches—at any ‘rate,
in recent years. I repeat my question
—haas this been going on long?”

“They don't mind your taking one or
two,” he said fesbly.

“But how about five or six? There
are five matches here of special quality,
long in the shank, thicker than usual,
made of gond, white wax. There will
be ouly four directly, because 1 am go-
ing to light my cigar with one of them.
Where did you get them?”

“Practically, I did buy them. I pay

; my club subscription every year, and

surely I have a right—"

“You have no more right to take
away the club matches than you have
to pocket the club spoons, and you koow
it. What about this match? It bas
been carried loose in & pocket and is
dirty. It hasa pink head. It is evi-
dently of & very-cheap kind. I should
say it saved the smoker thirty-three
per cent. Where did you get it?”

“Look here,” he said irritably. *I
won't submit to these questions. Give
me my box back at once.” He made a
grab at it, but I eluded him.

“You will have to submit to theee
questions and answer them truly, un-
]less you want to be shown up. Ever
heard of the Public Prosscutor? Theft
is theft, and it's serious. Once more,
where did you get this wretched little
match? It looks like some poor man's
ewe-lamb.”

“If you want to know, I got it from »

‘Lhe least attention to

railway porter,” he said sulkily.
“He gave it to you on the understand-
ing that you wished to use it at once.

You deceived him and sneaked it—a Y
poor man's solitary match. My word, ¥

but you've fallen low, very low.”

“You doo’t know that it was his only
match.”

“It's probable, and you don't know

that it wasn't. What about this one— [}

the very short one with the mud on it?”
“] came by it perfectly fairly. A

small boy in the street dropped it. He

locked for it for some time, but he
couldn’t see where it had gone. I saw
it. I waited about, pretending to look
ina shop window until the boy had
gone, and then I picked it up. These
small boys ought not to smoke cigar-
ettes. It's perfectly scandalous. It—"

“So you cheat children as well, do
you? Do you know what the law Is
in regard to property found in the street?
Have you no relics of & moral sense!”

In my enthusiasm I bad allowed my
cigar to go out. I re-lit it with the
railway porter's match, without ‘paying
the millionaire’s

protests.
“And now,” said I, “what of theee
three blue-headed matchea?”

“They're all right. They're refresh-
ment room matches. They don't mind
your're taking one or—"

“How do you know they don't mind?
Do you ask them? Or do you sneak
behind the bun-stand and steal them
when you think nobody is looking?
And thess two with the dark-brown
heade?”

“] had to see my solicitors about an
investment of mine. I was shown into
the senior - partasr's room. The busi-
ness was a mere bagatelle—a matter of
£25,000. But you know how particular
policitors are. He got up to refer to
some wretched book, and in so doing
turned his back on me. The matches
were on his table in a ribbed-glass thing
Well, that was my chance. Any other
man would have done the same.”

“Any other demoralized blackguard
might have done so0.”

“I'm not going to sit here and listen
to thie abuse. What business have
you got with my private affairs? What
does it matter to you how I get my
matches? - 1 gave you a cigar.”

“] am not uograteful, and for that
reason I have decided not to give your
pame and address when I show you wup.
But noce the less I am a believer in
truth and honesty, even in small mat-
ters, and—*

“Q pever mind that. Give me back
my matchbox.”

“Wait. When I see crime I have got
to punish it. I sm sparing you public
disgrace, and perbape a prolonged so-
journ in a felon’s cell, and that is suf-
ficent reward for a cigar, which is cer-
tainly too good to be allowed constantly
to go out like this.”

1re-lit it with the match that the
little boy had dropped. The million-
aire nearly sureamed with anguish, for
it was the third match that I had taken.
Ho said that if I behaved in other mat-
tera as I did with regard to matches, I

In getting what they want at the

Good Luck Grocery.
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should soon be a ruined man. [ con-
tioued:

“But though I spare you public dis-
grace, the punishment must be severs.
My own conscience would never be
easy il I did not do my duty—it I did
not give you a lesson which you would
pot be likely to forget. 1 am sorry for
you, but it cannot b> helped.”

I let the window down with a bang,
emptied the remaining matches out on
to the line, shut the box, and returoed
it to him with many thaoks.

He said tbat I wae mad, and made a
dash for the alarm in order to stop the
train. As1 held him, | poioted out
that his view as to matches was not the
general view, and if he stopped the
train to recover the few which 1 bad
thrown out of the window, he would
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MASTER'S SALE.

Docket T. No. 122
In the cireuit court of the United States for
the district of Nebraska, Hannah Oliver, com-
inant, vs. John J. Davis et al., respondents.
n chancery.

Foreclosure of Mortgage.

Public notice is hereby given that in pursu-
ance and by virtue of a entered in the
above cause oo the 17th day of November, 1908,
I. A. J. Sawyer, master in chaneery of the elr-
cult court of the United States for the distriet
of Nebraska, will on the Mhdafofﬁewnber.
1900, at the hour of two o'clock in the afternoon
of sald day ut the east front door of the county
court house bullding in the city of Lincoln, Ne-
braska, sell at pu auction for cash the fol-
lowing described property, to-wit:

Lot number three (3) in block number three

3) Pleasant Hill Sub-division, Lincoln. Nebras-
Ln situate in Lancaster County, Nebraska.
A J. SAWTER,
Master in chancery.
WessTER & FLeaarTy AXD H. F. Rose,
Sollcitors for (Complainant.

[First Pub,, August 18--3]
Nmam court of Lancaster county,
the matter of the application of H.
h:-l:.:.emm :r‘t'.ho eatate m
Barnes Deceased for license to sell real estate.
Notice of Sale.

Notice is hereby given th=t in pursuance
an order of ld‘:ud P. Holmes, J

B

tizoncx H. CLABKE,
Executor of the Last Will and Testameat of
Alopio Barnes, Deceased.
By A. W. FIELD,
His attorney,

GHEAP EXCURSION  RATES
10" COLORADO.

On Juame S, July ¥, &, ©,
MO sazncl 18 and Avigr. &, tickets
from points west of Missouri Kiver and of
Colby, Kansas. to ver, O Springs,
Manitou, Pueblo, Salt Lake city, and ugden
Utah, and return, will be sold by the

GREAT
ROGK ISLAND
ROUTE.

—At rate of -

ONE REGULAR FARE PLUS $2.00 FOR ROUND TRIP

RETURN LIMIT OCT. 31, 1800

BEST LINE TO DENVER

ONLY DIRECT LINE TO COLORADO
SPRINGS AND MANITOU.

the beautiful book, Colorsaado thhe
llngn.lllofant.—mt free.

E. W. THOMPSON, A. G. P

Topeka, Ksn.
JOHN SEBASTIAN. G.P. A.

Chiecsgo, I11.

Y Y |

H. W. BROWN

127 So.Eleventh Street.
PHONE 68
sLLrLrarese

LEGAl NOTIGES
A complete file of ‘The Courier” is

kept in an aBsoLUTELY FIREPROOY build-
ing. Anotber file is kept in this office

xoricEs in “The Courier” with security
as the riLzs are intact and are pre
served from year to year with great
care.



