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Last winter a young California, Mr. down into the roots of life and the
Frank Norris, published a novel with foundation of Things as They Are not
the unpretentious title, "McTeague: as we tell each other they are at the tea-- a

Story of San Francisco." It was a table. But he is realistic art, not ar-bo- ok

that could not be ignored nor dis-- tistic realism, lie is courageous, but
missed with a word. There was some- - be is without bravado,
thing very unusual about it, about its He sees things freshly, as though they
solidity and mass, the thoroughness and bad not been seen before, and describes
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The most remarkable thing use of environment. I recall pas-- ways iB, just as vigorous as his thought
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book its maturity compactness, which he describes btreet compels it just as vivid his night, night.
It has ear-mar- of those which McTeague represents conception warrants. God Almighty bitter winds grieve
entertaining writers" that street it iB on as it is on has given a man ideas, he will Round
every season produces as inevitably as working days, as it is in early dawn self a style from one source another. long through,
its debutantes, young who surprise when are going out with Mr. Norris, fortunately, is a con- - Tis voice has come
for an hour and then settle down to pickaxes on their shoulders, as it is at stylist. has too much to say
producing industriously for class o'clock when women are out bo equisitely vain about medium,
with which peculiar trick of phrase marketing among the small shopkeepers, He kind of brain stuff
has found favor. It was a ad-- as it Is at night when girls are would difficulties in pro-dress- ed

to the American and to out with soda fountain fession, that be to building
the critics work a cars dash by full of battleships, or solving problems of

man who had set to goers, and Salvationists sing before finance, or to colonial policies,
art authorship with an on corner. In four pages Let us be thankful that has put it
seriousness, and who had no ambition be reproduces in detail a by-- Let us be thankful, more-t- o

be clever. "McTeague" was not an street of a great city, tragedy over, that he is not introspective and
experiment in style nor a piece small shopkeeper. are many that intellect does not devour itself,

romantic it was a true story ways environment most of but upon race of man.
people having about it, as M. Zola them bad. a young author has

say, "the smell of people" very little to say and no
courageous, dramatic, full of matter and telling, resorts environment. It
warm with life. It was realism of 's frequently used to disguise a weak- -
most uncompromising kind. The theme ness structure, as ladies who paint
was Buch that author could not have landscapes put their knee-de- ep in

popularity for his book, water to conceal defective
such as sometimes overtakes monstrosi- - of legs. But such description as
ties of style in these discouraging days one meets throughout Mr. Norris'
when Knighthood is in Flower to is in itself convincing proof of power,
extent of a quarter of a million copies, imagination literary skill. iB a
nor could he have for pressing positive and active force, stimulating

k commissions from fire side period-i- the reader's imagination, giving him an
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IN THE NIGHT.

the night, the night,
when thou licit alone,

And the m.onlight is
white thy breast,

' Tis my love has
over land, over sea,

To be near and over they rest
In the night.
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be near and watch over thy rest
the night.
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"That swindler was a clever fellow."
"Nonsense. His brightness was only

skin deep.'
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