The Man-Cat.
{Translated from the French of Fulbert-Du-
monteil. for The Mirror. by A, Feoalie, )

We are at London, in one of the sor-
did suburbe, where the man-cat is giv-
ing his performances in the open air.

The following is a descriptien of him :
A shock of red hair, surrounded by two
erect, pointed ears. Under a low fore-
head, green, lumioous eyes, a semblance
of nose, and, over a wide mouth, deco-
rated with sharp fangs, an indescribably
peculiar moustache of coarse bristles. A
supple pervous body, with feline undu-
lations, nails like claws and, arranged
over his back, a fur skio artistically
tiger-striped. This is fasted around the
waist and body with straps.

Around the enclosure preesed a curi-
ous crowd. In the circle stood a black
wooden box, upon which was eeated a
young woman with sweet, melancholy
eyes; Henriette, the man-cat’s wife.

While & consumptive trombope an-
nounces the performance, a bizarre
dwarf, with an enormous beard, and at-
tired in a Huogarian costume, is amus
ing the crowd with his diabolical grim-
aces and extravagant buffoonery.

Heoriette never ceaces to watch him
aod smiles with careesing sadness, As
for the dwarf, he has eyes only for the
man-cat's wife, and seems to perform
only for her approval, laying at her fe:t
all the popular triumphs gained ir his
comedy role.

At length the trombone is silent, and
the dwarl, leaping like a toad, salutes
the audience with a final grimare. Then
Henriette rises slowly and opens the
box, from which seven or eight mon-
strous rats jump forth, running around
tbe arena mad with fright.
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The man-cat quickly places himseif on
all fours and, brietling his fur, emitting
fierce miaulings, pounces upon the rats
and breaks the backs with one soap of
his formidable jaw,

Sometimes a rat turns, jumps on his
body, runs up his shoulder and, jump-
ing at his throat, lacerates the flesh and,
at the streaming blood, the crowd
presses closer, ehouts, laughs and ap-
plauds.

The last rodent, with broken back,
lies motionless.

“Bravo, the man-cat! bravo! bravo "

Seated on the empty box, still smiling
at the dwarf, who, with. hia loog,:baoy
fingers, caresses the beard that covers
his breast, Henriette seems totally indif-
ferent to tha abject combat that so
excites the crowd.

Henriette 18 the passion, the life of
the man cat. One fierce winter evening,
aloce, abandoned, dyiog of hunger, she
threw herself, despairiog, into the River
Thames. The man-cat, emerging from
a tavern, plunged into the waves, eswam
toward the young girl, waited till she
rose, and, seizing her by the waist with
his teeth, drew her alive onto the bank,
sustaining her like a child in his Her-
culean arme, and carried her ¢o hise
cabin, where he revived and cared for
her, watching over her till morning.

For three months Henriette pever left
tbe chamber of her preserver, who
guarded her with paternal tendernees,
till, one day, having realized a smali
heritage in the country, he asked ber
band in marriage.

Being alone in the world, Henrietta
accepted, and, today. all that the man-
cat earns is for her. He obeys her hike
a queen, and adorns her like an idol.
Her silver collar, her gold bracelet and
ring, upon which sparkles an emerald—
all theee he has gained for her by his
horrible profeesion, by the strength of
his jaw, breaking the backs of nuwber-
less rate, and applauded by the masees.
His love for Heoriette is written on his
visage in terrible wounds and hideous
8CArS.

Behold him now, victorious, bowing
to the acclaiming crowd, holding in his
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hand-huog like bloody trophies -the
hideous rats that his jaw has sisugh-
tered. -

Suddecly a bulldog, with banging
chops and blood-rimmed eyes, clears the
barrier that separates the riog from the
crowd with ooe prodigious leap.

The dog belougs to a farmer in the
neighborhood. Dug and man stand re-
gurding each other defiantly.

“I will wager,”' declaree the man,
*‘that without the use of my hands, |
will strangle this dog with my teeth.”

“Taken,” replies the farmer.

And on all sides bets are exchanged.

Awakipg from her reverie at last,
evan Henriette makes a wager with some
one.

Between the man and the dog an atro-
cious conflict wages.
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Tha dog begins the uttack by hurliog
himself on the man-cat vith a hoarse,
fierce bark to which the oiher responds
with shril! hisses,

The man receives the assault of his
adversary, kneeling, his hands tied and
protruding head, like a snail.

The bullaog buries his fangs in the
man's neck, tearing the fl:esh from it.
But the man-cat, who may not usa his
hands, rises, bends, rolls about and
shakes himself furiously, releasiog him-
self from the enemy, to which he deliv-
ere a violent kick.

Blood flows, the crowd applaude, and
the dog, that his master urges on, re-
turps to the charge, more blooi -thirsty
and vicious. The man again koeels,
reddened with blood, and white with
rage.

“Epough ! enozgh ! cry a few timid
voices.

“No! no!" shouts the excited crowd.
“[here are bets as to the fioish.”

The struggle is renewed. Again the
bulldog is floored with a terrible kick,
and the man-cat groveling in the dirt,
shivering like a seal, launches at his
adversary’s head, and tears his nostrils
frightlully.

In return, bowling with pain, the dog
epringe tpon his enemy, burying hie
teeth in his arm. 7The crowd applauds
more loudly, and pew bets are scored:
“I bet on the man”—*] bat on the dog."”

The man-cat’s wile is now thoroughly
aroused from her stupor. Bending for-
ward, with pale lips, slie watches the
combatants, waviog her handkerchief.

With hideous face, eyes protruding
from their sockets, and lacerated neck,
the man-cat strains, ineffactually, to
shake off the dog, whose teeth are, asit
were, nailed into his arm.

With a despairing cry, he rolls in the
dirt, draggiog the dog down and crush-
ing him with his weight, giving eemb-
lance with the
hodies, as of some apocalyptic, bleediog
creature with the head of a man and
the body of a dog.

“Hurrah! hurrah !”
breathless crowd, shriekiog
mons,

And the bets increased.

vogiferates the
hke de-

Suddenly the dog leescns his grip on
the man's arm and, with indeecribable
fury, starts gnawing hie back, chest and
abdomen. The fur that forms but a mis-
erable protectiop, is in shreds. The
blood flows in streams.

“Viectory ! Victory !” cry all those who
have bet on the dog.

All seems loet for the man—a mass of
quiveriog, torn flesh.

He cast a despairing look at his wile,
as though to say: ‘‘See what I have
done for you! Why does my strength
not equal my love? 1fear this is my
last fight.”

But Henriette, with her laoguishing
regard lavished on the dwarf, is unb-
aware of this uospoken faresell.

At this moment the man-cat drrws
himself up. dislodges the bulldog with a
supreme effort, and, desperate, overturns
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Notiev to ( reditors,

In the County Court of Lancuster County . Nebr

In the Matter of the Estate of Charles K. Mil-
lington, Decensail
To The Creditors (OF Sald Estate

Your are Hereby Notitfed, That T will sit m
the County Court Room i Lineoln. in sald
county. on the nd day of July R, and seain
on the 2od day of October, A8, 1o recelve ad
exsmine all claims agninst sald estate, with a
view to their mijustment and allowanee, The
time limited for the presentation of claims
ngrainst safd estate is six months from the Sl
day of April A. D, 1A, amd the tme lmatesd for
the payment of debts is one year from the 2ml
dany of April. A 1) 19K

Notice of this proceeding s ordered publishesd
four weeks suceessively in The Courter, o week-
Iy newspaper published in this State,

Witness my bhand wnd the seal of sald county
court this 7th day of February, Has,

Friank R. Waters
County Juslse,

First Publication February 17, a4
ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
OF THE
AUTOMATIC CYCLE PUMP COMPANY OF
NEHRASK A,

The name of this corporation shall be the
Auto. atle Cyele Pump « ompany of Nebraska
The principal place of transascting the busi-
ness of this corporation shall b in the city of
Lincoln, county of Lancaster. aml state of Ne-
braska.  And it shall be empowered Lo crry on
business in all counties. cities wml towns in the
state. The peneral nature of the business of
sald corporation shall be the selling of counties,
cities sl towns for the disposing of the Au-
tomatic eyele pump throughout the state of Ne-
braska and handling and dealing in same. The
amount of capital stock of sakd curporation
shiall be 80000, fifty thousand dollaes, divided
into ffty thousand shares of #1. one dollar,
each and non-pssessable. The entire amount
thereof shull be subseribed for aml payment
thereof mude in full. at or before the dote
herein fixed for the commencement of bDusiness
by sald corporation. The time of commence-
ment of this corporution shall e on the first
day of February, W, and shall terminate on
the first day of February, W The highest
smount of indebtedness or liability to which
this corporation may at any time subject tself
shall not exeeed five thousand dollars.  And the
stockholders shall not be r~oually linble for
the corporate debits of this corporation. The
management of this corporation shall be lodged
in a board of directors, consisting of fve mem-
bers, selected from and by the stockbolders of
the corporation at their annual meeting. The
ofMcers of this corporation shall consist of a
president. vice-president, secretary and treas-
urer, and they shall be elected by and from the
bourd of directors. The manner of conducting
the business of this corporation. the time of
holding the meetings of the stockholders and
board of directors shall be us preseribed by the
by-laws. These articles of Incorporation may
be amended by a two-thirds vote of the stock-
holders.
Adopted this first day of February, 1
Signed. M. JAQUES,
LASDY . CLARK.
RoBaT. C. DRUESEDOW,
CYRUS E. SANDERSON.

First P;uc-ntion February 174
NOTICE TO CREDITORS.
It wue county court of Lancaster county, Ne-

braska
In the matter of the estate of James C. Kier,
erasind

To the ereditors of sald estate

You are hereby notitied, that I will sit at the
eounty court room in Lincoln, in said county.
on the 2d day of July, 1. and again on the 3d
day of October. 198, to receive and examine
all claims muinst sabd estate with a view w
their sdjustment and allowance. The time
limited for the pressmtation of claims inst
sald estate is six months from the 20 day of
April. A. . 1900, und the time limited for the
puyment of debts i one year from the 20 day of
April. A, D, 190,

Notice of this proceeding is ordered published
for four weeks successively in The Courier, o
weekly newspaper published in this state.,

Witnes= my hand and the seal of sakl county
court this 13th day of February, 198,
|SEAL] FrASK B, WATERS County Judge

[First Publication, Feb. 24th —1)
NOTICE OF PROBATE OF FOREIGN WILIL.
In the county court of Lancaster county Ne-
braska -
The state of Nebruska to Franklin Baker
Sarsh Baker Irn F Baker and to any other
persons interested in sald matter.
You are hereby notified that an instrument
irporting to be an authenticated copy of the
Ast Will amd Testament of Samuel Baker
deceased. lnte of Portage county. Ohio. and of
the probate thereof is on file in said court. and
also a petition signed by Frank Baker. his son
praying for the probate of said instrument. That
on the 1Wth day of Murch. 190 &t ten o'cloek
a. m.. said petition and the proof of the execu-
tion of =aid instrument will be heand at the
county eourt room in Lincuin. in sald county,
and that if you do not then appear and contest,
said court may probate and record the same.
This notice has been ordered published for

three weeks sucesssively prior to said hearing
in Thet'ourier of Lincoln. Nebraska a weskly
legal newspaper of general circulation printed
in Lancaster county, Nebraska

Witness my hand and seal of said court this
st day of February. 1900

[sEAL| Frasxk B WarTens
County Judee.
By WALTER A, LEsE Clerk County Court.

First Publication Mar 12

Notice of Probate of Will and for Letters.

In the eounty court of Laneaster eounty, N»

hras~ka

The state of Nebruska, o Mrs. Minnie |,
Motthews, Lida A Millar, Jobhn J Millar
Frances J. MiLnr and to any other persons -
terested (n <abd matter

You are hereby notithed that an instrament
warporting to be the st will woal testament of
Irhant 1* K. Millar. decvased. s on e in sabil
court, and also o petition sgmesl by Muary F
Millar, hisx widow, prayving for the probate of
sald Ipstraoment. and for the appointment of
sadd petitioner s sadministratriz. That on the
20k day of March 1N, st ten o clock A M
=il petition and the proofl of the exeeutbon of
sald nstrument will be heand ot the county
court reom in Lincoln. In salil vounty. and that
If you de oot then appear aml contest. sald
court may probate aml reeord the same and
prant sdministration of the estate to sald Mory
F Millur o~ admind=tratriy

This potive hus been ondersd pablished Tor
three wevks suceessively prior 1o sald hearing
in The Courier of Linecoln., Nebirasha, o weskly
legnl newepaper of general circulation printed
In Lancaster county. Nebraska

Witness my hand and seal of sald eourt this
2l dday of February. e

ISEAL | Fitaxk R Warens

Countv Juslge
Hy WarLTeER A. LEEsE Clerk County Court

$25.000
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CASH PREMWMS

Are being offered by

(HE GINGINNATI ENQUIRER

THE NEAREST CORRECT GUSSES ON
THE POPULATION OF THe
UNITED STATES

To be reported by the Ugited States
Census Bureau for 1900,

The first census of the United States was
taken in 1810, Sinee then every succeeding ten

lu The result of ecach census has been as
L1} ‘“':

Year. Population. Year. Population.
110 - T L T 3 443,341
1 samp s | pTo N
iKW, .. R T T T o, 15 TR
1540, 1008453 l 1%50) 2B
1= 23,191 %78

Here you have the figures of a basis of ealen-
lation. The ,roblem now 15: What will be
the sopulation of the United States, excluding
recent acquisitions. but the total of states, ter-
ritories and the District of Columbia?

To the first nearest correct guess re-

emived ... .. N < XTI
To the second 1, o
Tothethird  ...........covcnuese. T M
To the fourth ... : e o
To the fifth. . (T
Tothesixth . . . ... ... 2w
To the seventh 1o0

To the next ten, sach #1008, amounting to 1,000
To the arxt fifty, 0 cach, amountiog to 2 5460 0
To the mnext one hundred. sach *5

amounting to ......... I T
To the pext five hundred, each #10,

amounting to.... ... s eeee D NELND
To the next one thousand five hundred

aond thirty, each %, amountiog to. 7 00w

Total number of preminms,
amounting to. .

—— Readera of -
THE COURIER

Can avail themselves of this offer by payment to
us of a year's snbscription for "HE
COURIER e WEEKILY
ENQUIRER, Costing
onily Mil.SNO.
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