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cdge is not at bis finger ends. Se the W. Clark, Wellcome, Bickford, AL .

university theme readers sit up
nights making red ink marks calling
attention to the authors evident
unfamiliarity with the simplest rules
of the English language.

All this is of course the fault of
madern school board. The system of
ignorance we are operating in this
country now has been a long time
reaching its present state of perfeec-
tion. It cannot be reformed at once
It is omly better than nothing and |
have only made examination into its
r sults for the purpose « [ axpressiog

some « f the dissatisfaction felt by
parents and employers  of - public
selionl  puapils, Eight yvears of in

telligeetl inscruction should prepare
the uverage pupil for life, should
teach bhim to thick with precision
and to observe, and o register his

accurately,
Oor
his

and
profession
litt'e from
pupit of the
in eight
minded.
LLLL (LA O
were so

chiservations simpi)
An apprentice (o any
trade who learned as
nusker as the average
eighth grade learns
vears, is accounted simple
However there would
apprentices I all masters
ine Tectual. -
Tue public school interests in Lin-
roln at the present time are hopeful.
The teachers are unusualiy
intelligent and anxious to improve
the product. Principal Gordon and
the school board are aware of the
deticieocies in the educational sys-
tem. OFf course improvement will be
slow. To be of any account it should
begin with the grades and not with
the high school. For as soon as the
grade< do their work thoroughly, the
bhigh schoul will not have wo do it vver
again and the university wi'l not
have to do high school work. The
system now works like that cumula-
tive tale of the little. old woman who
could not get her pig over the stile,
and st'ck would not beat pig, tire
would not burn s'ick, water would
not quench fire, calf would not drink
water. butcher would not Kill calf,
ete., ete. 1t will not break the bock-
ade to begin at the wrong end. If
the first primary grade accompl shes
the work integrally, the second grade
will be free o do its own work aod in
a few vears the effect wall appear in
the last vear of Lthe university course.
These Lwao sentences have heen sent
The Courier by a judge in an oratori-
cal contest of university students:
“The legalized Benediet Arnolds
not only take the brawn and muscle
and hurl it down the gronve of pleas-
ure to a pit of pain. but take the
brightest men of natiocs.”™
“Teday in our country dark ven-
vmous blood lows through che veins
souls and worth
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grade

of men, but the lost

les< bodies of despairing  victims go
through the streets.”
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Clark’s Gift to Legislators.

senator Clarg of Montana says he
patid in all about #115000 during his
campaign legitimately, and for the
good of Montana, and to urganize the
state against “Daly power. " He said
hie had never bought any votes di-
rectly though he admitted giving a
cheque to a minister who made the
oratorical error of asking him for it
in the first place to get 1 man’s vote
with  The one hundred and &f-
teen thousand dollars were disbursed
for this ohject and never for the
votes in the market. Senator Clark
is squeamish about words, Spade is
a very ugly word for that useful
agricultural implement and he gave
orders that were well understood by
these who served him and belped to
boost him Into the senate that no
vulgar words should b2 used in his
presence. Senator Clark said that
the relation to himself of his son, €.

Davidson, A. J. Steele, Wilham  Me-
Dermott and othéys were legilimate

“They «tomd to me in the relation
of friends promoting my puolitical
interests, and some of them composed
a committee which had undertaken
to disburse funds in the campaign.and
they were authorized to look after
matters generally.”  The Montana
legislators are a fair sample of the
people they represented.  There
little qaestion that the same liber-
ality will win a  senatorship in any
western state. la Lhe perhaps,
morality is no more rigid, but when
asenator of character, culture and
ability is ance elected and has proved
his usefulpess it is more difficuit 1o
induce his constituent~ to replace
him with a more generous mit.

All other legislators who sell their
votes should at least demand as high
a price for them. Mr. Clark stiffeoed
the vote market appreciably. It the
wonly Montanese can get 210000 and
more for a volea Nebraska vote should
at least bring as much. Nebraska
frequently represented by Stiate uni-
vers ty graduiates who have taken the
advanced course in ethics and the
history of the 1ise fall ot re-
publics,  Having historical as we'l as
personal reasons for virtue of coursa
the damage toa Lniversity graduate’s
conscience will be more severe 1o case
vote,
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and

ne feels constrained 1o sell his
Therefore the low prees and reason-
able promises which bhave berelolure
been olnained in Nebraska., will pro-

bably respond to the buli movement

in Mootana so suecessfu'ly  inaugu-
rated by Senator Clark.
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In Extremis.

A voung telegraphier sat quite <till
in the window of the telegraph office
here last week and shiot himseil be-
causa his pockets were cmpty and be-
cause he was homeless and hungry
He had telegraphed to Kansas City,
to Omaha, Chicago and St. Lows for
work without result. Tt was a culd
night. the snow was falling., and he
had no lodging. He was one of those
methodical, scrupulous individuals
who never borrow money unless posi-

tive of being able to return it im-
mediately. whoe do not get things
charged on a supposition of future
prosperitv. When his pockels were
examined only a few receipted bills
were found in them. His friends
who koew that he wa= out of a job

supposed that he had a little monev,
Among the people whom lie watched

hurrying to comfortable homes or
lodgings there was probably not one
that would not have helped him if

the meaning of the despair and hun-
ger in the youryg eves that gazed out
the window were known, There are
so many imposters thal street ap
plications for aid are only useful when

the beggar is a genuine fraud. An
honest man in actual need is so
ashamed of himself that he cannot

simulate the expression of an inno-
cent man overwhelmed by misforturee.
Huoger in itsell is depressing and
when besides, one is cold, friendless
and without evea the prospect of a
job and with scruples against steal-
ing or borrowing, death seems the
only solution. This sensitive voung
fellow knew that his death would
break nobody’s heart and while the
depression of hunger overmastered
him he drew aside-his vest and shot
himself through the heart

Because of the men and women who
hate work and are willing to prey upon
the industrious no institution has vet
heen established that a sensitive,
proud, honest, man or woman can ap-
ply tofor aid in extremity without
loss of self-respect. Such an institu-
tion could prevent just such suicides,

—————

A very little aid when a man is sink-
ing will pring him to land. 1t is
natural envugl 1o call a suicide a
coward. To take one’s own e is a
muorbid, iosane act of retreat. It
a faithless. hopeless act. The men
and women whoe despair are not tke
best of their Kind. But peither was
this voung man the worst of his Kind.
He Killed himself. for lack of hread,
work and ludging, while we sat  at
hiome reading the evening  paper,
witrm and wrapped about in oan at-
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Illl‘h[allr'lt' ul love.
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The Eskimos.

M=t of the Eskimos which Arctic
parties bring to this conetry die be
fure getting accustomed thie «¢li-
mate.  About two vears ago with one
of Lieutenant Peary’™s homing parties,
were about balf a dozen Eskimos.
Must of them died shortly after their
arrival and the doctors who recorded
the observal ons made in post  mor-
tem examination announced that the
Eskivio intestine was about four feet
shorter than that of a resident of this
zone and that s liver was shaped
like a dog's liver. Tte Eskimo
only half the size of an average Amer-
organs are cut
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ican and the internal

to fit. But the doctors are pot given
to accepting obvious and  extern:l
reasons for things when there s so

demonstrate
viarmtion

strong a temptation to
the existence of a radical
from the human type.
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Tue Central America Canal,

Weare a long way from Washing-
tonond a long way from Nicaragua
and Papama, but it does seem queer
not to wait for the report of the com.
mission appointed to investigate the
Isthmian route. These large con-
tracts are so apt to be mixed up with
deals that the apparent intention of
cungress 1o select the Nicaragua route
before the Isthmian commission can
make its report is suspicious. The
Panama route and diggings is now
owned by an American :-uinp;m_\'. it
shorter, and according to maps and
reports issuad by the company. the
excavations can be completed for one
half the cost of the Nicaraguan route.
Tue neighborhood of the voleanos

i

Los Vowos and Tras threaten  the
machinery of lozks on the latte:
riute,

For ba'f a century or more a water
way connection of the Pacific ocean
and gulf of Mexico has been contem-
plated by this nation. There is there-
fore no special hurry and no  reason
why the Isthmian canal commission
should not be allowed leisure for
a comparative study  of canal routes

in Central America.

. & B
Arrested Development.
Ex-Consul Charles E. Macrum  is
all out of drawing. He considers

himself and his perscoul affairs of
importance that the
duties of his office. From his station
in Pretoria where he bad been sent
to attend to the interests of the Unit-
ed States, he perceived that this coun
try was encouraging neither one side
nor the other  He says he kept ad-
vising Secretary Hav of the state of
affairs but received no reply to his
communications. The secretary evi-
dently expected him to stay at his
post. perform the conventional duties
of a representative of the United
States. suddenly become of great im-
portance, and besides to attend strict-
Iy to iis own business as consul. Mr.
Macrum demonstrated his unfitness
for a position of trust, first by con.
cluding tkat the home government
was not fully aware of the state of af
fairs in Africa, second, by writing ad-
letters to the secretary of

much greater

visory

state, third by asking for a vaeation
and deserting his post, in order to
personally inform the secretary of
Lhie state of affairs between England
and America, and  between Englana
and the Transvaal: and fourthlyv, by
announcing to the Ameriean |-n_'u"|v
the ul a secret ll'l'il-l\.
Every body Kuows that i secret treaty
Letween Ameriea and any other pow. r
iimpossibieand everybody knews,whie
bas read thissilly little consul's state-
ment of his reasons for

existenee

deserting his
post and his allegations against the
governmest tnal the administirtion
made a mistake in selecting 1 man
who *“never would understand”’ for
His was probably ane of 1 hose
appeintments based on cangressional
recommendations for reisons  of
i a political  campaign
rather than on the possession of per-
soral qualifications for the post,

consul.
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The Butter Makers.

They are, in the ensemble, a ruddy.
wholesome, well-dressed bodvy of  men.
As though the product they handle
bad permeated their dispositions they
take life smoothly and unctucusly.
They havea common hatred- oleomar-
gerine, a4 common cause  death to the
vleo trust and a common ideal pure
butter. The man who labels vellow
prease by the name they have sworn
o protect from adulteration hon-
estly considered an enemy to man-
Kind and 1the butter makers hate him
and in time they witl exterminate
him. In their war against sham but-
ter they have cultivated a dislike of
all pretense.  Simplicity of manners,
plainness of speech, and a modest con-
sciousness of merit distinguish the
butter makers. The city hus been
decorated in yellow sinee their arri-
val and in honor of the product vhose
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purity is their bond and cath. They
are very welcome aod, 1« hope they
have not found Lincoln too narrow

fur their large buttery experience,

Sapho.
The arrest of Miss Nethersole aod
the leading members of hier comany
who bave been plaving in Sapho may
serve only to advertise the play. |
fervently hope it will lead to its com-
plete and final suppression.  Dau-
det’s ook is repulsive enough, The
play is only a celebration of animal
ismoand it is surprising that  New
York has endnrved it long, Miss
Nethersole is an actress of mucl pot -
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erand imagination but she use< her
puwers as Delilah did. The bung-
ling giant of a public does not  really

like degrading spectacles. The pub.
lic wants to be amused and is willicy
to be imvroved and preached at, if
the moral is cleverly hidgen: hut even
a4 New York audience revolted by
French filth like that of Sapho. Al
real lovers of drama are boping that
Miss Nethersole will be taaght a les-
son she bas long deserved.  She
noright to put her talent 1o such
base use, and if sbe <till venture 1o
do it, the American police ecourt
should try ber in every eity in which
she attempts to pull down the stand-
ard of public decency.  She deserves
no  consideration  because she a
great actress. The harshness of the
court should wot be reserved for the
ignorant, the poor, and the obseure
offender. Miss Nethersole can do and
has done mome barm than any of Lhes.
and in such wise should be tined and
suppressed,
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Classicus—I suppose you know that
the ancients used to write on tablets of
wax ?

Cyuvicus-I'll bet Sapho dido't.—Town
Torgics.




