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Editor Courier—In readiog Mre. Peat.
tie's arlicle, “Women and the Home
and Olive Schreiner's remarks on the
woman question in The Courier of the
11th, I felt for a few momects as
though something was the matter with
the cosmos. Pessimism is as little con
sonant with the facts of existence as op-
timism. But he who looks through the
spectacles of common sense at practical
life is more apt to fcrm corrcct conclu-
sions, Every question bas two sides
acd eome are even octagooal. Both of
these women seem to think that the old
command to increase and multiply the
earth that was given to a drowped
world, ie still in compelliog force, al-
.though the earth has been dry for eev-
eral years. From their poiot of vision
this command {e the first law of being:
Mre. Peattie says the Americar women
have grown very willful, very extrava-
gant, intensely aspiring individually,
and very vain, they are supercilious to
men aod refuse to bear children. As an
Americen woman I object to being so
Y maligned. That class of women is not

more representative of American wo-
manhood, than the foam on a rushing
river is of the volume of water under-
neath. [ will' admit that it catches
the eye of the onlooker but there is very
little water in the froth. The {impres-
#ion she leaves is that women have noth-
ing to do, and will pot bear children,
and consequently are discon'ented, and
men &re angry. There are just as many
men opposed to large families as women,
tnd it is not alone those men who sbrink
from the drudgery of supportiog a fam-
I'y, but thoughtful men who know what
the struggle for existence means, and
are 1oo conscientious to launch into the
maeletrom of lite human beiogs that
hive to contend with vhe output of Five
I"oints for the means of sutisfying bhun-
%er.  Aa regards American women hav-
‘g nothing 10 do, They are the most
overworked women in the world, BSta-
listics are abominable, but they have to
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be givon like a dose of medicine, when
the occasion requites. And statistics
say that only eighteen per cent of all
the families of America employ domestic
help, leaving eighty-two per cent with-
out even ore servaut. Consequently
there are eighty-two per cent of Ameri-
cin women who bave enough to doto
keep them happy and contented if house
work is all they need, Not six per cent
of all the women in America spend as
much money as fifty dollare per year on
their clothes, and that leaves nine ty-four
ptr cent of American women whn escape
the stigma of extravagance. Out of
twelve million of American families the
income of four million of these tamilies
is less than $400 each per year. Many
board because they cannot afford to
keep house, and do not raise a family,
not because “the wile prelers a parrot or
spaniel” to a babe, but because every ad-
ditional mouth to fill means a division
of the food that ie already scant enough-
Remember a poor American woman is
juet a8 much an American woman as a
rich American woman, and with our
free school system is ofien just as re-
fined, cultured, and educated. The in-
come of nearly eighty per cent of the
whole number of American families is
less than 81,000 each per year, and those
houeewives certainly have enough to do
to make income and expenses meet. Mrs,
Peattie ssye, “we need not fear to assert
and iosist that were American women
to have more children their discontent
would disappear,’” she appifs children
as & counter irritant for discontented
women, without one thought of children
crowded into & world, that is already
threatened with over production for
with our impr.ved sanatarivm and
scientific pathology the birthrate exceeds
the death rate three million a year, and
if those American women of whom Mres.
Peattie says man does not quite see
their raison d'etre, hava nothiog else to
recommend them they should be com-
mended for not multiplying and in-
creasiog an already over stocked human
market.

The Primitive Savage who fought
like any other animal for existence, was
true to the primordiul law of his being,
and multiplied without thought, and
lived and died for thousands of genera-
tioos, aloog side the mammoth, the lion
and the byena. His lite was spent in
the same way and he followed his natur.
al instincts the same as his less erect
but mora bairy compatriots. lo the
swarms of colonies thrown out by Phoe-
picia and by old Greece, in the flood of
Gaule and Teutons which buret over the
frontiers of the old «civilization of
Europe, in the swayiog too and fro of
the vast Mongolian hordes of later times.
The population problem came to the
front, Nature has no regard, whatever,
for the needs of society, anyone who is
acquainted with the state of the popula-
tion of all great industrial centcrs, is
aware that amid a large and iocreasing
body of that population misery reigos
supreme ard so long as the patural man
ie true to the primordisl law of hie being
aod increases and multiplies without re-
straint so long will the e'ruggle for ex-
istence in times of pcace be as sharp
and as mercilees as that of war,

Should the cultivated women bear
the children, Mrs. Peattie suggests
and oot leave the task to the Ruseian,
Jew, and poor Italian women the covn-
try would be the better for it. Sucha
state of affairs would not help the Rus-
slan Jew or pcor 1talian women io the
least, nor the country either. The Rus-
sian Jew and poor Italian women would,
ati!l produce their quota and be as true
to nature as are the rabbits of Australia.
It would only make the struggle for ex-
istence all the flercer, and the weakest
would go to the wall and 1n nine cases
out of ten it would be the children of
cultured parents, who, from their very
environment are unable to cope with a

class hounded by savage necessity."”
The chief cauee of the struggle for ex-
Istence today is over pcpulation. To fo-
crease and multiply is the only tradi:
tional command that has been spon-
taniously obeyed by the great majority
of the human race,

But io civihzed society the inevitable
result of such obedience is the re.estab.
lishment io all ite rigor of that struggle
for existence-—the war of each against
all—the mitigation or ubolition of which
is the chief end of intelligent social or-
ganization. Man must use his reason
and intellect, And the adjustment of
the reproduction of bis spacies to exist-
ing conditions of society, is an excellent
way to display his superiority to the
brute creation. *

Mre. Peattie’s fear that woman will
cultivate her self until she ie beyond her
husband, and will be lonesome in the
rarefled atmosphere of iatelligence, is
nonsense. History records the evila of
over-production, even to the extent of
soma countries practicing infanticide to
coutrol it, but never in the annals of
tiwve has tbe human race suffered from
a surplus of inteiligence.

The American woman isa buey wo
man and a happy womin, and her home
isas nearly a heaven se any spot on
earth. She is loved aod petted and she
thrives in that congeniul atmosphere,
and loves and pete everytbing in sight.
And those women who are so fortunate-
ly situated in life as to Lave means and
time at their disposal are many of them
doing & noble work for their less fortu-
nate sisters, and thoussnds of those
who only koow the sombre side of life
are helped and comforted, cheered and
strengthened by those very women that
some men cannot see the raison d'etre
for their existence bLecause they are not
engaged in swelliog the cepsus returns.

Mgs. D. C. MoKiLLrr,

Beward, Neb, Nov.17, 1809,

The Plattemouth Woman'’s Olub met
Wedpesday, November 3, The current
topic and American history department
furnished the program.

The leader of the current topics de-
partment, Mra. Waugh, announced the
subject for discuseion “Side Lights of
the Transvaal War.," A number of in-
teresting facts as to the cause thut had
led up to this war were given, and as all
members were given an opportunity to
take part in the discussion, this portion
of the evening's program was extremely
interesting; showing conclusively chat
women are {aking interest in sometbing
beriies the “fushion column” and the
daily papers are being read and the
topics of the day, political and practical,
are receiving careful attention.

Lieutenant Rawle occupied the latier
portion of the evening, giving an excel-
lent lecture on “Colunial Wars.” Mr.
IlRawls is an entertaining speaker and
the hour devoted to his lecture was

none too loog, many wishing that it

might be prolooged another hour.

Yesterday eveniog wae given to the '
subject of parliamentary law and Amer- &

ican literature, both sublects being of
especial interest to the club,

The child study department of the
woman's club met Saturday at 3 o'clock
p. m.

The first hall hour was occupied by 51
Mre. F. M. Hull in & very ioteresting 7

talk on the importance in art in the de-
velopment of charucter in children,
Mrs. Hall exhibited copies of great pic-

tures and dwelt particularly upon those Gy

she thought would be useful in moral
and religious development of chiidren,

Mre. Foquet read an instructive pa- (%
per on “Growth and Use of Muscles,” }

which paper was followed by & geoeral
discussion of that subject. v

Mrs. H. F. Doage, of Crete, treasurer 7))

ol the state federation read the follow.

tog paper on “What Shall We Do with
Music?” at the state convention held at
York:

A woman with a mission is almost as
bad as & woman with a grievancs, but 1
hope that thoss who have come here 11
day who perhaps haye not much inter-
est in missione, either domestic or f.r.
eign, will have patience to listen toa
few remai ke on music.

The criticism is often made that club
women take themselves too seriously,
and the critici:-m may be true, but to
my mind we do not take the develop-
ment of the artistic eide of our natures
seriously enough. One does need to be
uble to execute finoly in order to be
musically cultured, though tbat is the
common idea covcerning the study of
music, lo order to erjoy good music
one should have a kaowledge of what
good music is. Think what a fie'd ie
open to one who “wants 1o know.” We
talk about sonatas, esymphonies, sym.
phonic poems, oratorios, operar, chum.
ber music, etc., and do halt of us know
what they are, or anythiog about their
construciion? Music is oot an accom.-
plishment only- it isa serious critical
study and it will never have its proper
place in our club work vutil we recog-
nize ite importance, A lady said to me
oot long ago, “What is the use of teach-
iog our children music? No one listens
to amateurs now-a.days.” That may be
true, but it s romething for our children
to be able 1o listen intelligently even if,
as performere, they are not listened to—
and though they may be amateurs in ex-
ecution, they may he professionals in
their knowledge and comprehension.
And the effect of training in accuracy,
time and rythm is incalculable. Sidoey
Lapier, the pet-musiciap, in rpeaking
of his own ideals, suys: “I have o
many fair dreams and hopes about
mucic in theee days. It isa gospel
whereof the people are in great need.
As Cbrist gathered up the Ten Com.
mandments and re-distilled them ioto
the clean liquid of that wonrous elev -
enth—Lovs Giod utterly and thy neigh-
bor as thyself—so 1 think the time will
come when music, rightiy developed to
its now-little-foreseen grandeur, will be
accepled as a revelation of all goapels 1n
one."

For a practical application of these
ideas, cannot we have more music 1n our
regular club programs? | received a
short time ago a bosk of programs from
the Minden Woman's Club and was de-
lighted tv flod music in nearly every
one. If this does not mweet with gen-

Vi If you wear Cushionet At
¥4 shoes you will not feel
the cold or moisture
when you step cut on
) the cold frosty walks.
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