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OBSERVATIONS.

A Trining School.
The two year's course in pedagogy
at the state univérdity, the course ‘at
the state normal schoul and at other
schools In the state have, so far, been
unrecognized by the jpublic school
system In Lincoln. Dr. Gordon, the
city superintendent of schouls has a
plan by which, without a revolution,
the system can be brought into rela.
tion with the university and all other
scientific instruction In pedagogy.
Superintendant Gordon's plan is to
supply the places of those teachers
who resign, with experts who wil be
assisted Ly graduntes from the state
university department of pedagogy or
from Normal school courses, These
assistants will serve fur two years In
the training school without pay for
the sake of the training,
W The tralnng school in Btting téach:
ers for the profession will add to the

professional dignity of the teachings

corps It will umfy the methods and
the results cao be studled as satisfac
torily as Jaboratory experiments
There is no reassn why teachers
should not be as professionally Jealous
of the stamnding of their profession a8
members of the bar.

The changes propesed by Superin-
tendent Gordon contemplate no ab-
Tupt Innovation but a gradual unify-
ing of the system and an Intelligent
application of the results of the pscy-
chological study of the child.
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Stolid Convention.

A mob of people inspired by hate
or loathing for a erime just commit.
Wd lungs to express itself und frequent
'y hangs somebody. Occasionally the

real perpetrator of a crime Is punished
by suciety. Not by the four hundred
~the mysterious select in every pluce
who move in and out among us or
above us consciour that they are oot
as other men though none can tell
why—but by our neighbors aod by
Infuriated men of all professions and
trades whom the victim never saw
before but who represen® to him out
raged and militant Sociéty. And In
spite of Ward McAlister’s new phrase,
wh ch has found a permanent place In
English,the man about to be punished
by & mob has a truer Idea of what so-
clety Is, its realcoherence and organle
relatiorship to life than the famous
Brummel of this century.

A crowd of men wiuh their coats off
and with eyes gleaming In feroclous
hatred of the man who has assass|-
nated society, or connived against It
is individually unselfcopsciqus, (see
Victor Hugo, Charles Kingsley,
Charles Dickens, and historians of the
“'No Popery," ““Bread,” French revolu
tlonand anti s'avery riots). A mob is
one gigantic being, crude and with
pr m:.tive emotions wh.ch It will sat]
isfy.

An audience of men and women
listening to an opera or to an author
lecturing on the art of writing, an
audlence which rustles and gleams
and glistens and exhales the faint,
clean odors of the well-bred and de
voutly washed, Is selfconsclous, Every
member of such an asgembly acts llke

all the rest. Eccentric cocduct or'

costume I8 unusual and when an ac*
cident occurs Lhe dread of being con-
splcuous paralyzes the wills of those
who might azcomplish 8 harmonious
readjustment.

This timidity of a well dressed and
cultured audience was apparent the
other evening when Mr Willlam Dean
Howells the most famous and most
popular American novelist lectured
here. After he had been speaking
for ten minutes he louked-appealingly
at the open door on the left of the
stage through which he had entered
The curtalns at the top of the stage
were biilowed by a breeze, or rather,
a draught which Is the name of an in-
door wind. Mr. Howell's volce falter
ed and as his silent appeal met nu res-
ponse lie shut thedoor himself. Asthe
breeze still nearly’ blew the distin-
gu shed v.sitor off the stage, he ap-
pealed to anyone in the house, who
might be connected with the mavage-
ment, to shut the window or the door
that admitted so much sir, Still no
body shut the window and Mr. How-
ells' volce grew hoarser and hoarser
and every woman In the house with &
husband or & brother or & father sus-
ceptible to draughts was wret hed be-
cause the gentle novellst who has set
down naught In malice and whose
books hiave encouraged pligrims to
march on, and. cheered the stranger
and the desolate, wus taking cold.
Auy man or woman there could bave
tcund the manager or his deputy In
the box office ur bebind the scenes,
but everyone was afrald uf belog

thought offclous. Consequently Mr.
Howel 8 took cold, ran the risk of
pneumonia and will remember Lincoln
4s a place of draughts inhabited by a
stolid unsympathetic people who only
move thelr feet a trifle restlessly when
a stranger appeals to them to end his
sufferings. A primitive people or a
people, perhaps not more highly culti-
vated, but more suphisticated, mure
used to the ways of the world would
have responded to the appeal of & man
tuking his death o'cold, but we are in
that half cured state of mowed grass
before it becomes hay. We are not
certaln of ourselves and more than all
that, weare in-terror that some travel-
ler will discover our "“‘country' con-
duct.
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A New School House.
A new building must be erected
next yaarand Superintendent Gordon
believes sthat the crowding In the
eighth grades can be most happlly r »
lieved by building a school house for
that grade on the high school grounds,
By this plan two objects will be ac-
complished. 7The first one has already
been mentioned, namely, to relleve
the crowded ward schools all over the
city. The second object of the change
is to emooth the transition to the
high schoul from the elghth grade.
Under present conditions the first
year students in the bigh school ‘ad-
Just themselves with no little friction
to the Jarger liberty and greater per-
sonal respunsibllity of the high school
regime. Accustomed tov definitely as.
signed lessons, L0 the study of tLext.
bovks and of | ttle elee, to hours of
study prescribed by the teacher and
to coming to the sesslons of the school
as schoul cblldren and not as older
students coming from and golng to
lectures and recitations, the sudden
liberty and greater personal responsl.
bility, the change In the position and
function of the high school teacher
who lea lecturer rather than a discip-
linsrian and vaskmaster, is apt to un-
settle the habits of the tirst year high
school youngsters, The responsibllity
and self government is beneficia’,
The young generation cannot Loo svun
discover Lhat thelr destinies are self-
wrought and not alloted t them by
futhers, mothers, and teachers. Bug
the transition Is too abrupt. With all
the elghth grade pupils on the high
school grounds h'gh sct:00l mevhods
aad rules of conduct wou'd lose their
novelty and the graduate from the
elghth grade would scarcely be aware
of the gradual change of the teather's
attitude to bim and of his own rels-
tion to the body uf knowledge.
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To “let well enough alone” Is apt to
stay progress 1f the farmer who sent
bis boy to mill with & bayg of corn over

the horse's back balanced Ly a stone.

had not accepted the advice of a
stranger to push the corn into the
two extremities of the bug and throw
the stone away, an unoecessary bur-

den would have galled the back of the
hrse for a much longer time. '

Two quite different departments of
the city are being administered by
new men., Chlef Clement of the fire
department |s making a study of fire-
men and fire engines and Lhe water
supply houplng to Increase (he efiici.
ency of the men and thelrinstruments
in puttingout fire. The superintend-
ant of the city schouvls desires to In-
creuse the efliclency of the teach'ng
force. Both of these men are students
the one of fire and fire apparatus and
the otherof children and teachers and
the best methods by which the latter
can induce the former to exert their
best endeavor. We haveluvited these
men to administer these two depart.
ments, As a clty will It not be
sensible to I'sten to them when they
propuse to change the system, heretu-
fure in use. for the purpiose of briog-
Ing about more satisfactury results.
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The Workers,

Everyone recognizes the fasclioation
of watching a clever blacksmith shue
a horse or a Juiner titting the Interior
parts of & house together or a sculp:
tor modeling In clay. Gifted work.
men whose tovls are brushes and whose
medium Is canvas and culors, or clay
and a modeling tool are seriously
hindered by the crowds that gather In

front of the windows and whose

budles Intercept the light. The merch:
ants who buve taken advantage of
the uoiversil' penthant fur seelhy
other pevple wurk have placed rug:
makenrs, glass-blowers and even shoe:
makers in thelr store windows and
their Industry ls continually observed.
Even the ssphalt workers who laid s
block on N aud a block on Twelfth
street & few weeks agv were flanked
by an audlence which fo'lowed the
s'ow extension of the pavement until
it was complete. om
 Mr. Howell'sstory of novels and how
they are written, and his opinion as
to those which are worthy and will
live and of those which are tainted
with the Incurable malady of untruth
and will not live, was of great Inter:
est. Perhaps the business or the rec:
reation of the majority of his listeners
was writing and literature. Not that
thelr work can be at all compared to
his, but as a carpenter might be inter-
ested lo the talk of an archietct us to
the real meaning of a house, Mr. How.
ell's audience listened to his lecture
on the different kinds of novels, the
one kind he thought worth while and
his own method In writiog them.

* Mr Howell's eminence, his years of
experience and experiment und the
acceptance of the soundness of his
theurles by many If nut by most novel.
lsts discourage criticism by a carpen.
tbr of words, but It Is undoubtedly
true that readers of his eurlier and
later bovks turn with Increasing ap
petite to Thelr Wedding Juuraney,
Tbe Lady of the Arvustook and The
Undlscovered Country—books with a
plot and Incidents us well as examplesg
of psychojoglonl Investigution,




