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FASHION LETTER.

THE ARISTOCRATIC FIGURE AND
HOW IT IS CLOTHED
THIS AUTUMN,

The flat back is fachion's lateer fist,
\When nature tries to make one the re.
¢ult is generally an Albert Duorer typo
of tigure, The fashionable flat back
gtops being flat at the waist line, where
the naturally flat back becomes stub.
bornly persistent, and thero curves
adoreb'y. The fashionable flat hack is
piquant. It isa trifla exaggerated—all
gmart fashions are—but it adds some-
thing indefipable to the figure and car.
riage. Carriageis ro vaetly important
in style. The woman who does not
carry herself after the fashion that th's
fosson, in more ways than one, is “‘good
form" cannot acquire the letching elant
of the military back. Without it the
frocks of the day are powerless to m:ke
their wearer quite fit.

The ariatocratic type of igure now in
vogue 18 not produced by much praclice
in the gymzasivm. 1t did not tak:
women loag to note that th:cousolation
priz:e for lack of beauty belong t» wo-
men who piss much of their time wa.
nasavring with riogs and poles and ropo
lidders ¢t al. Such women Y como
ngile; they aro almost n-ver gracefu!;
they never have beautiful figures. The
fashionuble back that s> completely
oliminates the awful corset line with
which the “lobster backed” women send
mukers of distingue gowns to an un-
timely grave is acquired by tho svelt
fzure simply through learning to stard
and sit and walk well. When advanc-
ing years and indolence have depoaited
their burden of fleeh 8> hopeleesly at
variance with elegance, this must be au-
nihilated. Apropos of which, it is
worlh noting that the phyeiciars in ex-
trnordinary to the Court ecd of the
town have, as one man, added lo their
favorite prreeriptions for matrors thke
litest antidote for embonpoint—Vichy
-and Kissicgen on alternate days.

The fashionable walk is akin to the
glide belaved of the novelists whrn the
century was young. It is not learned
where caddies congregate. The trailing,
clinging, mermaid, gilhonet!e robes of
the reigning mode ere absurdly out of
harmooy with any other than a leisurely
serpentine movemont; a Jane Hading
method of moving. I had almoat writ-
ten a Mre. James Brown Potter manner;
but Mre, Potter has never reached the
perfection of art that enables hcr to
hide that she is “‘wwummering,’ whether
on or off thostage. Itisan art thit ls
uot common in good sociery. In Ameri-
can gocinty, so far as the North is con
cerned it is practically unkoown. In
the South? Well, yes, here and there.
Biltimore? Hardly, In New Orleans,
more likely, Empress Josephine, I im-
agine, had it to perfection.

Out of the fog of uacertainty that en-
compussss the new fashions of any sea-
¢01 for the first few weeks some conclu-
tions have begun to emerge. They are
not gratifying to those eilly birds ol
passegs who annually comfort the
populurly known establishment in Parie,
London, and Vienna by buying all their
urbished.up leltovers and uninepired
¢racoctions of the dead season, Tbhe
Ligh prieats and priestesses of tha most
exclusively patronizad temples of fashion
are not infallible. They do not even
“laim to be oracles for longer than the
'mmediato present.  They refuse to
Prophesy in August what will bs the
best style in O:tober, The key-note of
fishion today is originality. Popularity
'“the dealh knell of u style, so far as the
well dreesed woman is concerned. She
"o Tinger has her wardrobe made up at
tis beginning of theseacon, She orders
“the beginning of that season merely
“hatsho then needs, After the herd
I selected its wardrobe the women

—

wto may be correetly called fashion
lt'a'dvrs place their orders for something
quite ualike the s.yles to be met at
every turu,

How utterly dowdy the street dresses
of drawing-room length, made several
weeks ugo, look besids the latest word
in walkiog dressee! Theso escaps the
ground sll around and, with the epeci-
ally designed coat and toque, have no
end of chic. The majority of women do
not diecriminate between the street
drees for carriage use and tho street
dress for walking. A goddess cannot
lo.k well groomed in a ekirt that is soil-
ed about the bottom. A walkiog ekirt
must ba goilad if it touches the groand.
A trailing eKirt that is held up to pre-
vent it being soiled becomes crumplel
and frumpy, The skirt designed to
sweep mu:t sweep. Hence the new
wulking skirts that are neither storm
frocks ner golt trocks, but made after
derigne expressly planned for the city
streets are not for the freedom of the
reial dowosor the art.ficial links,

Nine hundred and ninety-nine out of
a thoussnd Paris models of gowns made
for Awericans show the sheath back
and the train that is little else but a
tail. The exclusive designers in Parie,
howevir, are beginoing to depart from
(hess outlines, introducing something of
fulnces at the center of the back of
skirts, and makirg on gowns for formal
occaeions traine spread out generously
insterd of collapeing like a wet tlag on a
windless dey,

It one sees it in Parie it is nol neces-
sarily so, Paris exhibite some weirdly
dressed wemen who are expensively
clothed. No city on earth, either,
marks 8o radically in ite dress the bot-
tomlese abyss between ite women of the
upper cinss and tGe women who are un-
claszed. But, none the lese, Paris is the
b'rthyluce of every new style. London
bas never lasunched a style unaided,
New York's best dresemakers and tail.
ora make their gowne better than the
Fievch d -, and cleverly adapt Pdrisian
ideas us well as adopt them. But New
Yourk has never introduced a really now
style yet, The firet departure from a
reigning mode is made in Paris, and so,
when Paris suye enough of a given sty le
that ia the beginning of the end of it.

New evenivg bodices are very low
(vary, very low), without a vestige of
sleeves, and kept in placs merely by
shoulder straps of jewels. This is a
cariogly handeome style on a Diana,
when the jewels suit her, A wiep o!
lace worth ss much as s:veral stoces,
worn over one ghoulder, relieves some.
what the tonsion of the behcller, es
pecially one who recalls that shocking
Drawicg-Room when Mrs. ——'s rizht
shoulder strap of pearls broke duriog
her curts>y, and wben, in her involun
tary ¢ff rt to catch the pearls, the left
one broke., Her Majesty, it will be re.
called, covered the outcome with her
own lace shawl and gave orders that
nover again should anyone be preeented
to her with so little besides confusion
to shield herin the event of a jeweler's
bad workmanship precipitating a situa-
tion.

Low-necked /dresses are going to be
worn more than ever before in this
country. Nobody has ever deviced any
thing so becoming to the face and head
as a lovely neck and shoulders. A high-
necked gown simply makes a hat im-.
perative to cast the becoming shadows,
which a dress that swathes the wearer
to the ears makes necessary.

It would be hard to understand why
such a very emall minority of the
woman in New York who drees expen-.
pively take advantage o! the unequal-
ed charm of low-necked gowns, it there
wero pot the depressing facts of the
¢omparatively small number of private
stables, the climate so intemperale tha’
horse owners dielike to take fine animals
out much of the time, and the unparal.
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City Ticket Office
Cor. 10 and O sts
Telephone 235”5 $
&

<

We carry a We receive

2= stock of goods from 10,000 to
valued at 25,000 letters
= $1,500,000.00 every day

We own and occupy bhie tallest mercantile building in the world, We have
over 2,000,000 gustomers, Bixteen hundred clerks are constantly
engaged filling out-of-town orders.

OUR GENERAL CATALOQGUE is the book of the people=it quotes
Wholesale Prices to Everybody, has over 1,000 pages, 16,000 illustrations, and
60,000 descriptiona of articles with prices. It costs 72 cents to print and mail
each copy. We want you to have one. SEND FIFTEEN CENTS to show
your good faith, and we'll send you a copy FREE, with all charges prepaid,

MONTGOMERY WARD & C0,""**" ¢kicaae ™" """

We are selling a great many fur

collarettes.

COLIL AR~
ETTES

We have them in all the most fash-
ionable furs of the very latest shapes
at moderate prices. Electric seal
$2.75, $4.75, $56.00, $6.00, and 8$7.00. Klectric seal with
ustrakhan yokes $5, 86, and $8.50. Astrakhan $6, $3 and
$8.50. Monkey $7.50 and $9. Brown Martin 10 in., $18,
$20 and $22, Marten with tabs and tails £30, $40 and $50,
Stone Marten $18. Bear 830. Mink 830 and .$42.60. Per-
sian lamb with black Lynx $47.50 each.

For ladies' ready-to-wear outer garments of any description

we invite you to our cloak and suit department.

MIbbBER & PAINE.




