BLONDEL.

Within my heart I long have kept

A little chamber cleanly swept,
Embroidered with a fleur-de-lis,
And lintel boughs of redwood-tree;
A bed, a book, a crucifix,

T'wo little copper candlesticks

With tapers ready for the match
The moment I his footfall catch,
That when in thought he comes to me
He straightway at his ease may be,
This guest I love so to allure
Blondel, King Richard’s troubadour!

He often comes, but sings no mort

\He says his singing days are o'erl);
Still, sweet of tongue and filled with tales
Of knights and ladies, bowers and vales,
He caps our frugal meal with talk

Of langue d'oil and langue d'oc,

Of Picardy and Aquitaine,

Blanche of Castile and Charlemagne,
Of menestrel, trouvere, conteur,

Mime, histrion, and old harpeur

Small wonder that I love him well,
King Richard’s troubadour, Blondel!

Still, as he comes at candle-light

And goes before the east is bright,

I have no heart to beg him keep

Late hour with me when wooed by sleep;
But one request I ever make,

And ever No for answer take:

He will not make the secret mine,
What song he sang at Durrenstein!
Sleep, troubadourl Enough that thou
With that sweet lay didst keep thy vow
And link thy name by deathless art
With Richard of the Lion Heart!

Clarence Urmy, in September Century.

THE WAY OF A SHIP,

Frank T. Bullen, author of* The
Cruise of the Cachalot,” ete, tells the
readers of the September Century of
the “ways” of certain ships he has
gailed on a8 mate or foremasthand., His
in'roduction rune thue:

Solomen had, among the many mighty
uali‘ive of mind which bave secured
bis bhigh smiouence as the wisest man of
the world, an attribute which does not
alwiaye accompany abundant knowledge,
He was prompt to admit his limitations
ge far a8 he kuow them, [rankly aod
fully. And among them he coufesses to
An inability to understand “the way of
i ship in the midst of 8 sea.” It may
be urged that there wae little to wooder
mt in thie, since the exigencies of his
porition muet have precluded his gain-
og more than the slightest actual ex-
perience of seafaring, Yet itis marvel-
pus that he should have mentioned this
hing, eseemiogly esimple to & shore-
dweller. which is to all mariners a
mystery past flndiog out. No matter
how lopg & eailor may have sailed the
eas in one ship, or how deeply he may
have studied tbe ways of that ship
oder all combinutions of wind and seu,
be will never bs found to assert thought-
ully that he kiows her altogether,
Much more, then, are the myriad idio-
yocrasies of all ehips unknowable,
ipling has done more, perhaps, than
uy other living writer to point out
Do v certain faubrice of man's construc-
ion become invested with iddividuality
Dl un unmistakable kind, and of course
0 acule an observer could not fail 1o
dotice how preeminently is this the
uso withships.

Now, in what follows I seek, s8 best 1
1y, toshow, by a niggardly huandfal
f iustances in my own experience, how
¢ ' personality" of ships expresses it-
If, and how incomprehensible these
panifestations. ure to the man whose
usiness il is to study them. Even be-
pre the ship hue quitted the place of
r birth, yea, whilo she 18 yet a-build.
P, something of this may be noted,
oe man will study deepest mathemat.
4l problems, will perfectly apply bis
rmula, and see them accurately em-
lied in eteel or timber, 8> that by all
dinary laws of cause and effect the
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resultant vessel should be a marvel of
speed, stability, and strength, And yet
she isa failure. She has all the vices
that the eailor knows und dreads: crank,
slow, leewardly, havgiog in stays, im-
possible to steer satistactorily. KEvery
man who ever sails in her carries in his
tenacious sea.memory, to the day of his
death, vengeful recollections of her
pervereities, und often in the dog-watch
holds forth to his ship mates in eloquent
denunciation of her manifuld iniquities
long after ove would have thought her
very name would bas forgotten, Another
shipbuilder, innocent of a scintilla of
mathemutics, imputient of diagrams,
will begin apparently without prepara-
tion, adding timber to timber, and
breast-hook to stem, until out of the
dumb cavern of his mind a ship is
evolved, his inexpreesible idea mani-
fested in graceful yet massive shape.
And that ship will be ali that the other
is not, Asif the epirit of her builder
had somehow been wrought into her
frame, she behaves with iutelligence,
&nd becomes the delight, the pride, of
thoee fortunate enough to sail in her,

LITERATURE.

A maid who is cursed with hysterics,
A youth that before her doth grovel,
With some chaperones, servants und
proschers,
Make up the now popular novel,
The Perueer,

LANGUAGE OF THE FLAGS.

What They Are Supposed to Represont
in Death or Life.

To "strike the flag” Is to lower the na-
tional coldrs In token of submission,
says the School Journal, Flags are used
A8 the symbol of rank and command,
the officers usging them belng called flag
officers. Such flags are square, to dis-
tingulsh them from other banners. A
“flag of truce” Is a white flag displayed
to an enemy to Indlecute a desire for a
parley or consultation. The white flag
Is the slgn of peace. After a battle piare
ties from both sldes often go out to the
field to rescue the wounded or bury
the dead, under the protection of
a white flag, The red flag i a
gign of defiance, and |8 often used hy
revalutionists., In our service It s a
mark of danger, and shows a vessel to
he recelving or discharging her pawder,
The hlack flag I8 the sign of piracy. The
yellow flag shows a vessel to be at quar-
antine, and I8 the glgn of contagious dls-
eace, A flag at half-mast means mourn-
Ing. Flshing and other vessels return
with a flag at half-mast to announce the
logs or death of some of the men. Dip=
ping a flag is lowering It slightly and
then holsting it agaln, to salute a vessel
or fort, If the President of the Unlted
Btates goes afloat, the American flag is
carrled in the bows of his barge or holst-
ed at the maln of the vessel on board of
which he Is.

Won In Regu'ar Ordor,

The report of Nasrullah Khan's im-
pression that, as the first race he saw at
Epsom was won by the prince of Wales,
while on the second the premier was tri-
umphant, they arrange =atters In this
way on the turf .n this country seems
to be borrowed from what actually took
place at the races near the monastery
in the Crimea during the war there, A
purse was given by the executlve to be
run for by a horse, the property of our
French allle?, Some fifteen started and
tinighed In strict accordance with their
army rank—the race being won by the
general, the colonel belng second and
the major third, but the subalt2rns no-
where!—London World,

Wan Roosting High.

Art Moneypenny, a prisoner in the
Hartisville, W, Va,, jail, became sud-
deuly 111 the other night and while
the guards were removing him to the
slck room, Lee Samples, awaiting trial
for forgery, escaped, As soon as he
was missed a posse started in search
of him and the country was scoured
by them, but the search was given up.
On their way back next morning, Sam-
ples was espled perched upon the top-
most imb of a large beech tree. He
was ordered down, manacled and
taken back to jall,
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Dentistry in Montana,

An actor s in deep trouble in Mis-
goula, Mont, For work performed by
a local dentist he agreed to glve a
horse., As the horse was not forth-
coming, the dentist decoyed the acto:
to his ofice and, while pretending to
examine his teeth, jerked out the full
set and pocketed it. The actor {8 now
forced to feed himself with soft fodder,
with the aid of a spoon.—Nebraska

State Journal.

beer Hoaat ng In Malne,

There will be good deer hunting in
Malne (bis year. In many districts re-
cently nuinpeis of the animals have
been seen on farmg and In fields very
close to settlements and villages, which
the hunters take to Indlcate a great
plenty of the game In the woods.

A trinity there seems of principles,
Which represent and rule created life—
The love of self, our fellows, and our
God.
—Balley.




