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The Street Fair.

With something of the old enthusias
tic Nebraska spirit the merchants are
taking hold of the street fair and
there is every prospect of a succesaful
festival, The plan must have come
rrom England or Ireland where they
used to be held in the streots of the
ity i the midst of trafie. Inswei d of
loeating the fairat the end of two
miles or more of dusty road, the fair
isset up in the heart of the city and
stimulates and encourages merchants
of the eity, With a revival of the old
time spivit of co operation. energy and
hopefulness, such as the plans for the
Fair already adopted, exhibit, there is
no chance except bad yeather that it
will not he it complete success,
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Six O'clock Closing.

Letters from all the prominent dry-
gouds and clothing merchants  of
Omaba to one of the most suceessful
and honorable merchants in Lincoln
inregard to elosing at six o'clock on
Saturday., report unanimously in
favor of the new plan. At the present
time only two shops remain open on
Saturday after six o'clock and they
are a small grocery and a jeweller's
shop. The World Herald savs In a
recent article that *the movement
commenced three weeks ago at the
ity couneil chamber, when a few of
the representative retail merchants
met in a conference with the Central
Labor union and resolved to try as an
experiment  the Saturday closing
movement. The movement had its
origin in the discussion arising over

the new female abor and ebild Lbor
laws passed at the fast session of the
legislature.  Deputy Labar Connnis
sioner Kent, realizing the necessity
ol getting the Omaha retail mer-
clants together, caused the joint cone
ference to be held and the great
results whieh tfolowed are a souree
of pleasure to all interested parties,
The merehants have, with hut
I'Sl'i'!llhnl. t!NIlI'!'-H'rl the convietion
that thestotal of the three weeks' sales

amount tooas large a sum withoul
the Saturday uight sales as with
them.  The merchants  themselves

need the rest more than their elerks,
IM o committee were Lo the
three hardest workersin Lincoln the
choice would most apt to be the three
large drygoods merchants in Lineoln,
Early and late they are to bhe found
in their stores, inspecting the depart-
ments, conferring with traveling men,
and directing their advertising mani
gers ar emploving new elerks<. 1t is ensy
to see from the outside that the detail
of such a businessisendless,minute,ex
acving and most exhansting A clerk’s
labors and responsiblities  compared
with theirs is restful and refreshing.
Yet these men, together with mer-

seet

chants in other lines are  publie
spirited citizens.  They help every
institution in the city. They fultil
their obligativhs better tbhan many

weilthier and more leisurely citizens,
At six o'clock on Satarday night their
duttes to the community and to their
own  business should be  finished.
Once, let customers understand that
woods are on sale only between the
hours of eight and <ix and they will
be on hand to make their purchases
in that ten hours instead of in the
four hours after six o'clock on Satur.
day night, which are making all the
trouble.  Complaining and  unsym-
pathetic shoppers say they like to
come down on Saturday night and
wateh the tired, drooping clerks work
and others that the bread winners
and dress buyers of the tamily do not
get paid off vl six o'clock Saturday
night and that unless the money is
spent then for family necessities und
family adornment the money will
reach the till of the saloon keeper,
that for the ¢lothing, drygoods, gro-
cery, housefurnishing, market. jewel-
ry, shoe and millinery stores to close
ab six on saturdays means the deflec-
tion of the price of these things to
the saloun keeper. That is a charge
against the sobriety and judgement
of the workmen of Lincoln that my
observation convineces me is false, and
it is up to the labor organizations to
refute it. The laboring men of Lincoln
have homes of their own, and are
quite capable of carrying their wages
from Saturday night to Monaay
morning without dropping them in
the saloon,

The argument which some of the
merchants make that there will al-
ways be a few small dealers who live
over or back of their shops who will
not make or keep any agreement to
close at any certain time, is an un.

watthy one.  These small  dealers
nke small profits and have few cus-
tomers.  They are as gleaners in a
harvest, Held to whom  the landed
proprietor does not begrudge the few
handfuls they gather. Besides the
man and wife who keep open late for
the belated traveler is doing a worthy
service to the vietim of accidents or
of constitutional procrastination and
deserves 1o enjoy his  protits B
large retail warerooms filled wiih cm-
ploves cannot atford to remain Hghted
for these late customers who are only
reminded of the coming of Sunday
and rest by the elosing of the doors
iund the exodus of the elerks,

Recreation.

I unly  Iately that stores  in
Couneil Bluits. Towa, have closed on
sundav.  The people there said  what
some of us are saving about the Sat-
urday night  elosing, namely  that
they were ton bhusy o shop on week
days, could not get away, or could not
getaway in company with the hus.
band or the wife, forgetting that
what we can do and what we ecan't is
dependant on somebody s babits and
the customs of the rest. of the people
whao live in the same eity with us,

A western man notices the first
thing when he goes fram the west to
live inone of the eastern eities that
recreation and rest form a much more
important part of the lives of the
husiness men there, They knock off
earlier in the day and are not dis.
pused to talk shop” at night or aftey
business hours. The talk in elubs,
on the cars, and in the stations is of
golf, yvacht-racing, of base ball. tish-
ing or hunting, even of horse racing
and of sparts less free from eriticism
than golfing, polo playing, ete, It
does not. matter, anvthing is better
than the bhreathless, never diverted
race of western men after the dollar,
Their lives are sordid, entirely com
mercial and sweetness and light s
fading appreciably year by year from
the lives of western men. Woman's
sentimentalism keeps her from shat-
ting out the light entirely.'The young,
unmarried ones, enjoy the conduct of
their own romances and the married
women are busy keeping alive the sen-
timent in their own and their hus-
band’s love story and ino matchmaking
for other people. They also study his
tory and read fewer newspapers and
more buoks than the men do. And book
reading (non professional) has not so
much econnection with money making
as newspaper reading.  Newspapers
are all business, They deify and pice.
ture millionaires, they report the
stockmarket and they print the news
of the latest combine. The readers
hisve no look of intellectual enjoyment
or amusement on their faces, which
are knotted and lined as though they
were playing chess and getting badly
beaten, They do not read for the
sport of it, but to tind out how to
make more money or if and how some-
one else is making it. 1t is question
able if the interest in prize tHghts,

is

which is so nearly universal is to he
condemned in toto,when it issuMeient
todim, for the time it takes to rewd
the four or tive columns in a dally
paper, the glitter of silver and gold
in the eyes of the diggers and delvers,
It prize fight is the anly thing that
can delay the chase for the dollar.
and it seems that neither literatare
norart, nor music, nor the deanma can
do ity chen long may it tourish, for
the unremitting, irresistible,  rush
of the people arfter money Is making
a most uninteresting,  seltish,
heartless people, whom religion only
allectsartiticially and to the eye onty.
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Lady Soldiers.

News of the reception given to the
First, Nebraska by the Capital City of
Lhe state from which the volunteers
enlisted, will e welegraphed over the
country, It is hoped that nothing so
absurd as the evolutions of female
soldiery will have a place in the *ex-
ereises™ of the three days the boys
nre expected to spend with us, The
Courier does not admit that women
who are willing to dress as soldiers
and earry guns ina street parade, not
for the purpose of helping fight an
invading enemy, after the men folks
have all gone to the wan or on the
stage as part of a spectacle and in the
character of a supernumerary, bhut for
the purpose of securing a conspleuous
station in a parade.  The Courier
does not admit that these women ¢#re
representative women either of Ne-
braska or of Lincoln. But for the sake
of the reputation of the state and
because the boys from Manlla have
been hrave and faithful soldiers and
do not deserve to be paradied by their
female reiatives, the young women
who are spending the time drilling
that might be more profitably em-
ployed swinging in a hammock, are
almost unanimously requested by the

community not to take &ny military
part in the welcome to the First
Nebraska,

* Robert Ingersoll.

Mr. Ingereoll is dead  He was an
orator of some powerand a successful
lawyer at the bar, He was neither
better nor worse than the ordinary
man. In his vouth he bheecame con
vinced that the bible was a lie and he
hated, rather inconsistently, the Gl
whoss existence he denied  With the
love and champonship of youth for
justice he rebelled against the helwaic

conception of a  dwvinity which ap-
proved of slavery and the mistakes,
which he sald, Moses made e

struck an attitude when he was still
in his teens and, what he was pleased
o consider, its originality and dra
matie 1solation pleased him so, that
it became characteristic he ceased be-
ing a student and thereafter wrote
and spoke dogma of his own. He was
neither a deep nor a patient thionker,
Nor was he more than a pleasing and
brilliant orator. af it had not been

that the defiant attitude he struck in
his youth shocked a great many and




