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WIT AND HUMOR.

CHESTNUTS FOUND FLOATING
DOWN THE TIOE.

How n Westorn Preacher Counts His
Mulary -~ A Man Who Knew His Cat—
Pulverlzed Parngraphs und Varions
Mher Mirth=Provokers,

He wus o fall, slim man, with a
santehel i his vight tind 0w 4 o ume-
brel o, used ns a cane, in his  left, and
the twl of i« faded linen duster was
lifter out behind him like & bust s
when he staried to crpss Fecoud av-
enie and Thirteenth strect, A breei-
wagon which he did not secmight hive
run him down hal not a by ealled out
an atarm und pulled him back to the
curbstone.

“Hoy, you donbtless saved me [rom
ser onsimjury, and perhups from doath
itsell,"” observed the mun ns he reaized
the situation,

“Yeai, sir.”

“And you should be rewarded.”

Soodon’t want nuthin', si,' mo lestly
rejphie | the lad,

fut 1 insist.  Such actions as yvours
demand liberal recogmtion, I am (rom
Nelraska, 1 wve just pl teda town
there. | am nsking #1950 each for lots
on the Main street, but in your case
you can tuke your pick fur an even
bundpod, and as tixes are now duae
you'd Letter scrape around and get m
¥0.50 to pay on your lot!"—N, W.
World,

The ldeal Kiss,

Now, this is an ideal kiss, says an old
wriler.

The woman's head should vest lightly
on the masculine shoulder. Her eves
look into his, There is ot t.o m .¢h
histe alont it. Haste is always vul-
gar, amd that onght to be kept well 1n
mind,  Slowly he bends his head, She
mukes a slig) ', very slight  resistunce.
Of course no self-vespecting girl sub-
mits calmiy 1o being kissed, bul as he
knows this, he does not give the
feminine nund n chance to reconsuler,
and with a lictle sigh she permits the
masculine lips 1o rest on hers for -
woll, authorities differ as to how  long
o kiss should lust. Bvron, who ought
to know all ubout it, s ys:

w = For u kiss' strenzth
I thiok Hshould bp wmensured by (s lengzth!™
And In another pluce he speaks of
A long, long Kiss, e Kiss of youth and love
And beauty, al conevnteating ke ray <
Intoone focas Kindlod from nbove,"™

%o he evidently believed the Kiss
should not ve cut short, while o!ler
writers are in lavor ol “tantalizing by
broel Kisses," wuorch maike one wish o
Kiss and come uprnin,”'

Mr Keegers —Siars a'mitey!

Mr, Bulwer—Da's all vight,  He don»
it lesaell when | woz  reasonin® wiv
b, a0 s keepin® him due fer 'noex
ample U dat scaramoueh Lravver o
his'm, ober ' fence,

tome Noty, Unhappy iy,

D ges -Was tat pretty  giel yvour
sister that you hal with vou at the
concert night balore Last?

Bogus —N—no, she isn't, but she will
be, 1 expect, just as soon as I propose,

Time to Go,
He at 1143 o m)—Time waits on
no man.
She | don't blame i, 1L would lose
lots of sleep if 1t waited on s e per-
sons I know,

Natlstactory.
She —Darling, do you love me?
He (kissing her rapturously and re-
peatedlyy Do I7 1 wish yvo1 were a
two-heawdad girl,  That's all I cansay,

Rem»dy for the Grip.

Amber necklaces are cominy into
vogue as a remedy for the grip.

THE GOURIEBR,

THE MAD KING,

Otto of DBavarla and His Honullfal
Little Palace.

The reigning king of Bavaria Is Otto
I., a man whose state of mental allen-
atlon Is dark and terrl.le, says Lhe
Detrolt Free Press, He lives since his
accesslon as he had llved before, shut
up In the beautiful little palace of
Furstenrid, about two hours' distant
from Munich. Of late years his malaay
lias taken the form of stupor, though
there are stlll occasional outbreaks of
violence, There has never been any
hope for his recovery, and it is really
a lamentable fact that his physical
health is excellent. He occuples a
sulte of rooms on the ground of the
palace, the doors belng always lelt
open during the daytime, as closed
doors and windows excite hils rage.
Once he broke all the front windows
of his apartm- ‘s and since then the
glass has been protected by wire. Noth-
ing else about the palace would Indi-
cate that a lunatic inhabited It. The
Kking is alway# dressed In black and hls
pet adornment & a long black beard,
which he will not allow trimmed. He
often washes his face and hands, but
can seldom be persuaded to take a full
bath, He smokes from thirty to forty
cigars or cigarettes a day—enough to
make any man crazy! He seems to
have no marked desire for anything of
importance, It is described as pitiful
to see him look at the old servant who
cared for him In his Infancy- she alone
calls forth a gleam of intelligence In
his countenance. Notwithstanding the
great misfortune that his condition s
to their country, the good Bavarians
celebrate the natal day of their mad
king with great lovalty,

Aluminum in Indis.

Within the past year aluminum has
been introduced In India for the manu-
facture of cooking utensils employed
by the native inhabitants, The ex-
periment was begun at Madras, and It
is reported that the native metal-work-
ers have readily substituted aluminum
for copper and brass, while refusing to
change the traditional shapes which
for generations have been given to
their utensils, They insist on genuine
hand work, and some of them have de-
veloped much skill in manipulating
the new metal,

i Svowp oun n Per,

Periaps the Joanrest Let ever kept
by man was a wasp, which Sir Joun
LubLock caught in the Pyrenees and
resolved to tame, He began by teach-
ing it to take its meals on his hand,
and in a vcry short space of time it
grew to expect to be fed in that way.
Sir John preserved this pet with the
greatest care., True, it stung him once,
but then it had every excuse for doing
O, ir John was examining it while
on a railway journcy, and the door
being opened by a ticket collector, he
unceremoniously stuffed it into a bot-
tle, ar.} the outraged Spaniard, not
fé-iing quite at home during the prog-
resg, gave Lim a gentle remminder as to
the proper way to treat a guest,

The Lark a Sluggard,

2 n ornithologist having Investigated
the question of at what hour in sum-
me; the commonest small birds wake
up and sing, states that the greenfinch
Is the earliest riser, as It pipes as early
as 1:30 In the morning, the blackcap
beginning at about 2:30. It is nearly
f o'clock, and the sun is well above the
horizon, before the first real songster
appears in the person of the blackbird,
He i3 heard half an hour before the
thrush, and the ¢*'rp of the robin be-
gins about the sr e length of time be-
fore that of t'2 wren. Finally the
house sparrow and the t mtit occupy
che last place on the list. This Investi-
zation haxs altogether ruined the lark's
reputation for early rl-"1g. That muen
relebrated bird {8 quite a sluggard, as
it does not rise until after the chaf-
finches, linnets and a number of hedge-
sow birds have been up and about,
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A Fletlon of the Nen.

One of the oldest maritime fictions
has received its death blow hy the
ralsing of the American flag over Guam
in the Ladrone islands, According to
sialiors, thousands of vessels clearsd
for Guam, from ports all over the
world each year, but none ever arrive!
there, Clearing for Guam was donp
by ships which wighed to conceal thel
real destination. According to marl
time law, when once a vessel hos
cleared for a pori it must procoe!
thither by the most divect routs or glve
a satisfactory explination. Guam wa:
a cloged port under the Spanish rale
and shipa could always give that a: a
reason for not going there after havin -
cieared for the place,

Wear Men's Gloves,

The latest masculine wrinkle wh.ol
girls affect is masculine gloves, no:
gloves made In a mannish style and
fitting the feminine hand, but gloves
that are cut on masculine lines, o-
signed for masculine wearing, and but-
toned with the single button that holds
together the abbreviated kid wrist, The
gloves are short and square and made
of heavy dogskin and stitched marked.
ly In white. The fingers are hiz and
clumsy, and the entire glove |2 almost
twice the size which the girl ordina-
rily affects. The bLigger the glove th
more stylish the result. The ma<ou
line glove is entirely in keeping with
the stubby, ugly masculine shoe

R

Not Clesr Encugh.

It may be safely asserted that h
wit of Richard Brinzley Sheridan ne,
er deserted him in any cmergency
Once, on a visit at a country house, p
bore esked Sheridan to take a lon:
walk with him. Sheridan mads ¢
excuse of the weather, saving It we
searcely pleasant enough for a4 wals
An hour later the bore intercopte!
fheridan as he was about to oscar
fromn the house, “I cee it has c'e r
ed,” he -ald, perzistently. “Why, ve:’
gald the wit, doubtfully, “it hes cloar-
ed encugh fo¢ one, but has it cles 1
enovgh for two?"”

Not n Safe Swimming Pool.

An English officer whose ship was
gtationed off the coast of Ceylon went
for a day's shooting along the const,
accompanied by a native a 'endant
well acquainted with the cou~try. Com.
ing to a particularly inviting river,
the officer resolved to have a bath,
and asked the native to sh~w him a
pluce where there were no :ligators.
The native took him to a pool cluse to
the estuary. The officer thoroughly
enjoyed his dip, and while drying him-
gelf he asked Lis gulde why there were
never any alligators in that pool. * Be-
cause, sar,” prompt!y raplied the Cin-
galese, “they plenty 'fraild of shark.”

Heavy Drinkers In Belglam.

Belglum has a population of less
than 7,000,000, whom it takes 198,000
wine and beer shops to supply. This
is one for every thirty-nine persons,
women and children included, Its an-
nual drink bill is figured at $100,000.-
000, the item of gin representing one-
third of this sum., Investization shows
that of the convictions in criminal
courts 74 per cent of the crime Is to be
traced to drirk; of the suicides, 80 per
cent, and of the paupers 79 per ceni
are thus accounted for. Under these
circumstances thonghtful and serious
Belgians are deeply poudering the
drink problem and endeavoring to find
some means of limiting t1  practice
and diminishing its destructive effects.

Why He Attended = Funeral.

Our Welsh friends are pretty sharp,
and a learned judge has just heen nlce-
ly “had” by one, Summoned as a juror
at the assizes, he asked the permission
of the judge to absent himsel! on the
ground that he was very anxions to nt-
tend a funeral., It was not until after
the judge had granted the request that
he learned from the sheriff that the ap-
plicant was an undertaker.—Westmin-
ster Gazette,

CHINA'S CORRUPT OFFICIALS.

Bampie of the Robbery Practiced at the
Giuten of Pekin.

A curioug instance and by no means
a ilattering one of Chinese methods of
rovernment has just been supplied by
the arrival of Sheng Taotal from
shanghal, This gentleman holds sev-
eril important posts, and among others
I'is the appointment of director of
tatiwaye, He Is also the adminis-
{ta or of the Chinese tel :raphs, and
Lis an exeellent reputation among for-
eleters for his telerance and open-
m ndedness.  Recently he was called
here by command of the emperor to
confer atout geveral reforms which his
mojesty is so eager to adopt. The
chioof ofilelnls of Pekin hailed his ad-
vent with delight, as It at last jave
them the opportunity of a “sque -e,”
which had been quite impossible waile
Shong was so far distant at Shang-
i, The modus operandl is quite a
ttral and an everyday one and de-
£0rves notice. The gates of Pekin are
furmied out to high officials, chiefly
privecs of royal blood., All merchan-
disc {3 examined and is passed on pay-
vt of a sm . tax. But when an
cucie]l like ¢ ueng comes  in, from
wiom they are desirous of exactiag a

ol round sum, the procedure is al-
tered,  In this particular ease Sheng
. tiven to understand that contra-
Land articles would be found in his
lnzeage unless he satisfied the farm-
€5 of the gate, T believe I am cor-
rect in spying that Sheng did not even
at cmpt to dispute or haggle, but re-
tionedly asked what amount was re-
cutted, The answer was 30,000 taels.
This was paid, or promised, and Sheng
precocded on his journey, probably
elad at having got off 8o cheaply. But
a.aingt all precedent an'l c¢ustom he
was stopped at the in r gate and
did not get off under 20,050 taels, So
al' ocether this unfortunate offieial,
called to the capital by the emperor's

orlsr, had to pay over 6,350 pounds be-
fr:o he was allowed to go to his
Cillies,

A Strange Slame.e Custom.

Every Stamese gir] who reaches a
certain age without marryving is ticket-
ed and labeled ang placed in a priv-
ileged class, under the speelal care of
th~ king. who binds himself to find
huzbands for them all. His method is
dellahtfully simple. A prisoner in any
of the Siameso jails may gain his par-
den and release by mafrying one of the
inelizible class, Whether he i8 already
marrfed or not is not of great conse-
quence, for in Siam it {3 not necessary
to draw the line at one wife, This
method of matehmaking can hardly
rezult in domestic bliss,
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Bridal Splendors.

Paris has not quite exhausted the
Fossibilities of the spangle as an orna-
ment, for the Joveliest wedding dreas
Yel seen was made in Paris for the
dule of Manchester's bride, and con-
sists of white satin overworked in the
most  gloriously opalescent shell se-
Quins, interspersed with pearls, For
the duchess of Hamilton. whose daugh-
ter was rec 'y married. a beautiful
fawn-colore: cloth was made on the
Rue de 1a Paix and adorned with Spai-
gles of cloth, These spangls were not
laid on flat, but were canght on one
side, and went to form the clusters of
grapes in vine cmbroidery that over-
ran the skirt and walst,

Millons Under Arms

A French statisticlan states that the
total mumber of men permanently un-
der arms is 4,250,000, 1f universal
war broke out there would be 44,250,000
men ready to take up arms at once.
Placed in one line the soldiers of the
world could cover the equator right
around the earth. To pass along the
whaole line one would nerd to ride in an
express train at =ixty miles an hour for
seventy daysg, 1If the soldlers received
orders to exterminate the rest of the
population they would only have to kill
thirty-three persong apiece,
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