THE COURIER

e ——

was arrested by a most marvelous suurd
I'he bridge extends above the dressicg
rooms of both theatres; in the dressing
roomw. just below me the eky light was
open, and from it th re streamed up a
flood of light and a perfect geyeer of the
most worderful notes that were quite
unmistakable, It was Mm»> Brema
practicing the “High—oh" eong of the
Valkyries, The night was murky and
gtarlese; nnly the red lampe of the Hotel
Henry and the line of river lights above
Mount Washinglon were vigible; on
every side rose tho tall black buildings
that shut out the eounds of the streete,
Thoee free, unfettered notes seemed to
cut the blackness and the eilence.
seemed to pierce the clouds which lay
over the city und reach the stars and
the blue epaces of heaven behiad, and to
carry me up with them,
. & @

In the eecond sct the curtain rose
upon that “wild and rocky pass” in tle
mountaine of the gods. “Wotan,"
Herr Anton Van Rooy, who has so die-
tinguished himsell in the part, appeared
in the foreground with “Brunnhilde,
Mme. Marie Brema." He iustructs her
to protect “Siegmucd’ and slay “Hun
ding” in the coming conflict, and the
joyous Valkyrie leaps up the mountain
gide singing Ler “High—ch' sorg—and
Liebre Himmel! how she sang it! The
very paste-board mountans seemed to
e:ho it. as ic the storm sacene in
Childe Harold, w here,

“Every mountain now hath found a

tongue,

And Jura answers through her misty

shroud,

Back to the joyous Alps, who call to her

aloud.”

Then “Fricka” euters, the wenderful
S :humann-Heiuck, whose “Ortrude” 1
had heard on!y the night hefore. Bhe
came not ia her ram-drawn car in which
ghe enters at Biyreuth the Holy, but on
foot, like common mortale, and she
came in a bad humor, ) ehould like to
gee  thia incomparable Schumaon-
ifeinck in a good-humored part just
once, for | knuw that she is capable of
gimulat'ng every sort of bad humor and
spitefulpess known to woman or god.-
dess. She comes of couree to lecture
“Wotan" for his countenancing the
unholy love of *Siegnmund” and “Sieg-
linde,” and to express herself upon the
sanclity of the marriage vow. Then the
deeper tragedy of the drama unfolde;
the god bound by the laws of his own
muking, the strong man pil'oried by
the weakness of the race. It is of this
that Mr. G. Bernard Shaw says in his
clever beok, “The Perfect Wagnerite:”

“(jovernmenta are, of course, estab-
lished by the few who are capable of
governing, though, its mechanism on_ca
complete, it is generally carried on unin-
teiligently by people who are incapable
of it, the capable people repairiog it
from time to time when it gets tco far
behind the advance or decay of civiliza-
tion. These capable people are thus in
the position of *Wotan,' forced to mair]-
tain as sacred, and themselves submit
to laws which they privately know to
be obsolescent makeshifis, and to affect
the deepeet veneration for ideals and
creeds which tley ridicule among them.
gelves. No individual ‘Siegfried’ can
rescue them from this bondage. In-
deed the individual ‘Slegfried’ has come
often enough. only to fiod himeelf con-
fronted with the ulternative of govern-
ment or destruction at the bands of his
tellows who are not ‘Siegfrieds”.”

I suppose that it there was one man
in toat strocg. well balanced cast who
stood out head and shoulders abov. the
rest, it was Herr Van Rooy, by reason
of the vitality, the intimatenees, the
flesh and blood which he has given to
that woodan part. full of loog theo-
logical discussions and lectures on the
civil government of Heiven. He does
not always, I think, interpret Wagner

tired,

pirfectly. but it ia an interpertation
which commands attention, respect,
admiration, He presents a fizure not
to ba forgottin, with his iron jaw, his
resolule mouth and a eingle gray lock
dronpirg over the maimed eye, which
was the price he had pamd for wisdom,
when, overcome by the authority of hie
wile's argumente, by the ineatinble law
that be had himeelt created, ho sita
down upon the rocke and his ehie'd falls
from his hand, he mukes you fesl how
much more terrible it ia to be a helpless
gud than to be a helplesa man, and
snmething in his attitude recalled the
helpless god of the Groeks, Prometheus
chaived to Caucasus, He culls back
Bruohilde, the “wish maiden," she who
executed his heart's desire, and rein
etructs her, and so the wish is sub-
ordinated to the luw, even with the god.

Herr Van Rooy's last scene is scarcely
€0 watisfactory., His denunciation of
Brunhilde is too furious, too much
washed by anger and resentment.
Surely Wagner never meant that,
“Wotan's™ heurt never changed an in-
s'ant towurd his dauguter, he hated her
no more thao one hates his own desire
thut is impossible of fulfillment, He
was tou big a god to bear malice. Re
was driven against his will, by the in-
exorable law that tires out even the
Leats of the gods, thai binds and fet.
ters in Walhulla just as it does in Pitts-
burg or in Lincoln. In his parting
from “Brunhilde,” Van Rooy is mote
impassioned than Emile Fischer, but
not so tender. He is the irate god
rather than the father,
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That night, when the eingers boarded
their speciul street car to take the long
run out to the Hotel SBchenley, where
they were stoppiog, I got on the same
car with several local musiciane who
were going out to a supper party.
When the car was bowxling off acroes
the hill tope, I noticel & man in the
further end, fust asleep. Ilis coat col-
lar was turned up, his linen crumpled,
the make-up etill discolored his eyes,
his face was damp with praspiration,
and he looked gray and drawn and
It was Herr Auton Van Rooy,
late of Walhalla, tired ae a laborer from
the iron mills, It is hard work ap-
parently, this being a god.
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The funny, dumpy little Fiau 8chu-
mann-Heinck had her most recent baby
bere with her, It is the ninth and was
only three monthe old, having been born
in New York last wioter, Where she
ever gete time to attend to her profes-
sional duties is the mystery. I asked
Mme. Nordica if the lady sang Wag-
nerian lullabies to all the little Schu-
maon- Heincks, and she replied: “No
indeed, it's fow enough lullabies they
get; mamma bas to save her voice to
buy Mellin’s food for them." Nordica
told me that all the little Schumann-
Heincke have been named after the
hotels in various parts of the world in
which they were torn, There is a
Cezil Schumaon- Heinck born in Lon-
don, and a 8t. Denis Schumann-
Heinck, and so on. Last wicter, before
the arrival of the ninth, Frau Schu-
mann-Heinck threw the company into a
state of consternation by pucking up her
traps and purses and children and
changing ber hotel in the middle of the
season, because she said she could not
inflict upon aoy child the pamn of
Waldort Astoria.

The Rock Island playing cards are
the slickest you over handled. One
pack will be seat by mail on receipt of
15 cents in etampe, A money order or
draflt for 50 cents or same in stamps will
secure 4 packs. They wiil be sent by
express, charges prepaid, Address,

Jonn Besastian, G. P, A,
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific R'y,

Chicgao.
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The following are the officers of the
General Federation of Women's clubs:

Preasident—Mrs. Rebecea D. Lowe
Atlanta, Ga,

Vice President—Mrs, Sarah 8. Platt,
Denver, Colo.

Recording Secretary—Mre. Emma A,
Fox, Detroit, Mich,

Corresponding SBecretary- Mrs.George
W. Kendrick, Philadelphia, Pa.

Treasurer, Mre. Phillip N. Moore, St.
Louis, Mo.

Auditor—-Mrs, C. P. Barnes, Louis
ville, Ky.

State Cha'rman- Mrs. Louisa L. Rick-
etts, Lincoln, Nebr.

Officers of the Slate Federation of
Women's clubs;

President-——Mrs. 8. 0. Langworthy,
Seward, .

Vice President—Mrs. Anna L. Apper-
son, Tecumeeh,
" Recordiog Secretary—Mrs ', H, Sack-
ott, Weeping Water,

Corresponding Becretary—Mrs D. G.
MecKillip, Seward,

Treasurer—Mrs, H. I'. Doane, Crete,

Librarian—Mrs. (G, M, Lawmbertson,
Lincoln.

Mrs. A. B. Fuller, Auditor, Ashland.

The Jowa Federation of Women's
Clube, which is the oldest organization
of this kind in the West, recently held
ite third biexnial at Burlicgton, and the
large gntheriog of eurnest cultured
women was one of inHuence and signifi-
cance. Women arei1apidly learning how
to conductsuch gatheriogs with smooth-
ness and efficiency, and it can be truly
said of this convention that things were
done decently and in order., The pro-
gram was not crowded and thire waes
plenty of time for everything. Mrse. G.
F. Van Vechten, the retiring president,
is an ideal preeiding officer. She intro-
aluced a new feature which was received
with much satisfaction, viz.: Each of
her associated officers were ioviied to
preside over one eession of the conven-
tion. The convention proper wes pre-
ceded by an informal council of workers,
in which there were, briel discussions of
questions pertaining to the good of the
work—as, Upiversity Extensivn, Oity
Federation, Parliameniary Drill, Lim-
ited Clubs, etc. The president in her
aonual address referred to the fact that
there are only two larger State Federa-
tions than the Iowa Federation. Those
of New York and Illinois. 8he recom-
mended that the officers be elected at
different times, and that some of the
members on all standing committees be
retained at each re-election Lol these
committees. She further recommended
that different women be sant to recuriing
conventione that all may bave a chance
to go, see, and learn. As usual the
question of reports from clubs came up,
and it wan decided, for want of time, to
omit them. As usual many regretted
this necessity, but this is one of the
problems which it seems impoesible to
solve satisfactorily, and which confronts
each state federation in turn. ‘I'he Re-
ciprocity Bureau reported this depart-
ment g8 of special value to the smaller
clubs. The program proper was one of
great practical value; the addresses and
discuesiors were conspicuous by the
absence of theorizing, end at the con.
vention they carried a conviction that
the women knew from experience
whereof theyjspoke.

The great literary event of this con-
vention wps the address by Octave
Thanet (Mise Alice French) who spoke
on “The Perile and Opportunities of
Club Women' with special reference to
the social evolution or revolution which
she predicted the future held. The
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choice of such & subject by s woman
known for her literary attainments was
& surprise to nearly every one who
heard her, and her treatment of it wae
still more surprising, but when it is
known that she belongs to a family of
iron maoufacturers and hus been
brought up in the stmosphere of eco.
nomic probleme, hearing business dis.
cussed all her life, it in oasy to under-
stand aud also, it expluing why the
stories abound in labor situations. She
18 & sincere believer in the power of or-
ganized women as a conservative force
in the dungers which are (hreatening
the eocial situations today.

Mrs. Adelive M. Payoe, of Nevada,
made a decided hit in her sketch of
“The Modern Marths,"” and Mre. B. M.
Stoutenborough, of Nebraska, puid a
glowing tribute to “A Mothers Influ-
ence,"

The new officers of this Federation

are Mra. Mabel Dixon-Hutchison, of
Ouw''mwa, preeident; Mre. J. T. Illick,
vice presiden!; Miss Grace Harsb, of
Creston, recordiog secretary; Mre, Alice
C. Baily, of D2s Moines, corresponding
secrotary; Miss Dodge, of Councit
Bluffe, treasurer; Mrs. Warren Gorst,
auditor,
OThe new officers had nearly all served
in some capacity, as officers or on stand-
ing committees, and began their duties
at once by holding u board meeting be-
fore leaving for home.

[Tue Courler is under obligations to
Mre. H. M. Towner, state chairman for
Towa, for an lowa paper contsining ac-
counts of the convention, and to Mre.
B:ouenborough, of Plattsniouth, for an
account of Octeve Thanel's address.
eome extracts from which follow:)

“The Federation of Women's clubs is
much ir the position of Aladdin after he
bad first polished his lamp—frightened
at their own succees; they don't as yet
quite know what to do with their tre-
mendoue power. Women of wealth and
position, intellect, and trained ability to
use their wite to the very maximum o
value, constitute this new and untried
dynamic force. The significant fealure
of it is an organiz:d force, The differ-
ence betwesn orgunized and unorganized
force is the difference between powder
and shot scatterad on the ground asod
the same material properly loaded in the
cartridge. There is a great and territle
problem before ue; their is impending
either an industiisl ravolutisn or an fin-
dustrial evolution, For a loog time
those who dread and those who welcome
this change have seen the shadow on the
dial. The working wan leng sgo dis-
covered that Wywas helplese in his in-
dividual capadity, and he orgavized and
in his unions be koows his strength,
Now the employer has learned the same
leason and has ceused fightiog bis com-
pelitor in relentless trade warfare, when
his motto was d Herum's—'Do
the other kwould do you, and
do him first, :

“Cut-throat com n has had ite
natural consequence aosl Inevitable re-
action. Laat yeur it was truste and this
year it i combines. Newspapers and
the publie do mot' dictinguish betwesn
them, but thele ls a vitul diffcrence. A
trust is nu?é, of @ number of distinct

Restaurant ‘
lInique

The Most
Hall in the Chty ot o4 B8
Ladies and Gentlemen S

We make a specialty of banquets,

Special Family Tables

Since June 12, 15809, we have adopted
the real home cooking plan, which
is giving universal satisfaction,
(GHIVE US A TRIAL,

W. B. HOWARD, Mgr,
1221 O Str, LincoLn, Nesg.




