cptiness o dear to the unthinking.
| tuons youth, doting parente, aspira-
{Lint mistakes itself for inspiration,
sbe ¢ nd bombast— all are catered
|y the bypocrisy that assaults such a
“wanms truth ue came from the lipe
f v man who fought the world and
pauered,  The  very editorsa who
[ ..l.il the spread-eagle flapdoodle in
| e of Mre. Huntington's epeech had
pider their eyeg, and probably in mind,
Jdndant products of the evil that he
(icated. For what more convincing
a-cos of misplaced education could
they demand than the hundreds of col.
.-_-r’-;_-n.[luut‘:u who till tae newspaper
(e, fresh from caleulus, classics and
{100 Arts courges, in quest of the dried
upples that hang at the top of journa-
jem?  Cun that be a wholesome condi.
tion of affaire which cozens young men
from useful and prosperous pursuits in
thie tield, ut the anvil,on the majestic lo.
vomotive,or bearing the surveyor’s chain,
into the back alley of letters? Is it rea.
& hle or sensible that a man should
Jdevotegix or eight years to elaborate
urd expensive preparation for a post in
which he may be rivaled or surpassed
hy one with no more comprehensive cd-
ucation thun that gleaned in the public
sthools?
some of the yellow journals tried to
huve it appear that Mr, Huntington had
st himsell against the higher education
us repregeoted in the two or three really
great universities in the couantry. But
no coneiderable person was taken in
by that eilly pretense. Indeed, Mr,
Huntivgton spoke distinetly enough to
admit of no dubiety on the matter, It
wis the effect on the masses that his
words dealt. And by the masses he
nieunt not merely the poor and lowly,
hut the vast majority in the community,
the mujority includiog the well-to-do and
even rich It was a condition of national
import, not one of merely individual per.
tinence, that he formulated, “There is
growing up a stronger and stronger wall
of caste,” he said, in apt resume of the
whole (uestion, “with good, honest la-
bor on the one side and frivolous gentil
ity on the other."

It is this last, the “frivoloue gentility”

-'genteelness” signs the sentiment
more precisely—that is chiefly responsi-
ble for the evils to which the great finan-
cier has compelled attention. The up-
derbaked professors most of all—that
ubound in this country as in no other
have insidiously, even if unwittingly, in-
oculated the multitude with the notion
that labor, manual labor, is undignified.
Possibly the fine sounding rubbish that
has been spread abroad about the bless.
ings und splendors of modern machinery
has contributed to the establishment of
the delusion. O! course, every man
with even moderate appreciation of
beauty and a sense of art knows that,
80 far from being undignified, the hendi.
crufts age occupations inherently beau«
tiful, and they retlect their (uality
upon those engaged therein, The car-
peoter who works nice joinery, the
smith who fashions a neat horseshoe,
'he founder who caste & stout anchor,
the mason who builds a wall straight
and true, the ploughman who sends a
share to the right depth, the cobbler
who stitches honestly—all are gentlemen
beyond comparison with the hordes of
quack doctors, shyster lawyers, canting
and chanting preachers and snobbish
loaters that our universities turn out
every year by the thousande. The dig-
nity of lgbor is 8o obviously a matter of
course that one hesitates to refer to it,
but the beauty in art as well as in mor-
als of such occupations se were formerly
organized into noble guilds seems to es-
cape most students of the subject.

Perhaps no harm would come to the
founder or the cobbler from a knowledge
of the higher branches of learning, pro-
vided such a knowledge did not bam-
boozle him from the pursuit of the call-

ing for which he ie best fitted. Ac-
quaintance with dactyls and spondees
might not divert the shoamuker's needle
from well-ordered stitches, and tamitiar-
ity with astronomy might, conceivably,
aid the former in his weather forecasts;
but; as Mr, Huntington has pointed out,
such acquisitions involve an expenditure
of time and money out of all proportion
to the probable return, “The years
from tifteen to twenty one are too valu.
able for such waste,” he said. “They
are years of keen observation, individu-
ality and confidence. In many cases—
quitestoo many—they are spent with
cramming the mind with knowledge that
is not likely to help a young man in the
work he is best fitted to do.”

Some may protest, in retort, that at
thie comparatively early period in a
youth's life it is ot yet obvious what he
is “best fitted to do.” Possibly not; but
it ie at least highly probable, painfully
probable, that he is not best fitted to be
lawyer, doctor, professor, architect or
writer. And it is to prepare for a career
in one or another of these or similur pro-
feesions that nine out of ten American
youths are sent to college. In the very
hature of thinge they are unfitted by es-
pecial attributes for any considerable
achievements in these callings. The ar-
gument of mere numbers is againet their
being of the elect. In tke vast majority
of inatances they have already proved
despite their youth that chance, or fate,
or the diety, or what you will, has de-
nied them the graces that make success
in such occupations even a matter of
possibility. As one of my colleagues
observed in a recent issue of this journal
there is a curious delusion prevalent
that the main body of college students
18 made up of the youth of the nation’s
best families, wherens, “in point of fact
the average undergraduate is a hopeless
young loafer, of whom his family is glad
to rid themselves for the four years of
an academic course,” Even many of
those who may justly claim to stand out.

side of thie large clase—young men
whose chief failiog ie self-delusion and & g

pathetic exaggeration of the worth of
mediocrity—go, in the end, to prove the
justice of Mr. Huntington's courageous
assertion. This very earnestness snd
siucerity adp to the import of the lesson,
On this point some valuable information
has been furnished by the editor of one

of the “great” dtilies, who set out to |
controvert, by examples, Mr., Hunting. §

ton’s hostility to the indiscriminate cul-
ture of the community's ruck. He put
three advertisements into morning newe-
papers. One was for a college graduate
as private secretary, at a salary of 815
a week. The second was for a married
man a8 bookkeeper, at a similar wage.
The third was for a carpenter. Forty-
eight answers were receivea to the first
advertisement, sixty-seven to the second
and four to the last. Applicants for the
#15 secretaryship iocluded gradustes
from Harvard, Yale, Columbia, Prince-
ton, Trinity College, Dublin; from Ox.
ford, England, and from the great Ger-
man universities,

Mr. J. J. Little, preeident of the bogrd
of education, has hesitated to endorse
Mr. Huntington's views. As a profes-
sional educator—I bope he won’t count
this libelous—he objects to cry down his
waree; but he is willing torelate a recent
experience of his own and to let the les-
son transpire of iteelf. He had occasion
to advertise for an assis;ant bookkeeper
as well as for a mechanic. The book-
keeper's position was worth only from
#10 to 815 a week, the mechanic's four
times that amount. He got sixty an-
ewers from would-be bookkeepers, many
among them college graduates, and only
gix for the more remunerative but less
“iotellectual” position, and he added
that it was by no meane an exceptional
episode,

The blame for these conditions lies in
part with the scheme and system of ed.
ucation in our public echools, but in far
larger part with the snobbish sentiments
of certain elements and the flapdoodle
sentimentality of the community in
general,—The Citizen,
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We have just received large lines of .
Liadies’ Dress SBkirts in up-to.date shapes
and styles—all well made and finished;
values unsurpassed,

BROCADED MOHAIRS—#2, 8200,
270, 83.00, #3560, 175 and # 00 each.
STORM BERGES- $5.00,$6 00, $6.50,
#7.00, #88.00 and #9.00 each,
NOVELTY CLOTHS — In check,

stripes, plaide, ete., all woil,a large lot
~—your choice $3.00 earh.

SBATIN AND SBILK-—-Plan or trim-
med—8§7,00, #8.00, $0,00, $10, #11, #12,
813, 815 and up to #20 each.

MlllbER & PAINE

Ladies’
Dress
Shirts

HARPER'S
PERIODICALS

MAGAZINE, -  $4.00, with COURIER, - $4.00
WEEKLY, - = 400, with Courigr, - - 4.00
BAZAR, - = 400, with COURIER, - 4.00
LITERATURE, - 4.00, with COURIER, - - 4.00
RouNDp TABLE, 1.00, with COURIER, - 1.00

W OTHER PERIODICALS SAME CLUBBING RATE 3

mmmv‘

GOOD LUCK GROCERY
C. M. SEITZ :

Tel. 626 - - The Very Finest There Is In - - 11070 st.

GROCERITES can be bought HERE. Everything in
Season. For FRUIT and VEGETABLES Try US.
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SOME OF THE STRIKING FEATURES FOR 1898
THREE SERIAL STORIES

THE ADVENTURERS FOUR FOR A FORTUNE THE COPPER PRINCESS
lpllll'. B.MARRIOTT WATSON By ALBERT LEE By KIRK MUNROE
18 & thrilling story of a fight for isa stirring narrative of four It is in the bowels of the earth
A treasure concealed in an old companions who have lo- |hc';::-mrl|:: if.".dv.::..u:'.m
castle inthe mountains of Wales. cated a long lost fortune. from where he rescues the Princess.

— b SHORT FICTION
n tion to the three long serial stories, the publication of wi ich will eontinue during th ti
year, there will be short nmﬁuol every kind, of which ielfi.: nnl; p'uuih‘ln :: r;:lnti:n .“{'.'l'-‘mli.'ﬁu?j
Hunt, the Owler The Blockaders A Harbor Mystery
By BTANLEY J. WEYMAN By JOUN R SPEARS

The Flunking of Watkins' Ghost A Great Haul A Creat of Circumstance
By JOHN KENDRICK BANGS By SOPHIE SWETT By M:::M N ROBERTSON
‘e ARTICLES ON SPORT, TRAVEL, ETC,
Elephant Hunting In Africa An American Explore frica
By SYDNEY BROOKS b By t'}'xﬁ: [ .ut: l|: A

First Lessons In Tiller and Sheot ol in t
By DUDLEY D F. PARKER 4 - ll;.l‘!‘. !3.l'2: f?-'l?:: 'hmm
, DEPARTMENTS PRIZE COMPETITIONS
Editor's Table, Stamps and Coins, Photography Short Storles, Sketching, Photography
10 Cents @ Number (Send for Free Prospectus), Subscripiion, $1.00 a Year,
Postage free in the United States, Canada, and Mexico,
Address HARPER & BROTHERS, Publishers, Franklin Square, N, ¥, City,
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