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THE THEATRE

The Oliver management has been pro-
viding the theatre goers of Linceoln
with an unusually fine line of attrac-
tiona the last two or three weeks, Com-
plaints are occasionally made of the
number of inferior compuanies appearing
in western citiea. Woell, the quality of
the acting and the size and equipment
of the compunies are what the market
demands. Opera house manusgers of
experience are like merchants and pur-
veyors of all sorts of commodities, they
endeavor to supply the community with
the kind and quality of goods it will
pay for. If the compunies visiting Lin-
coln are not firet claes, it is not a com.
mentary upon the managerial taste but
upon ourgelves,

Two excellent and distinguished com-
panies appearing at the Oliver this
week played to insuflicient audiences.
On Monday night Louis James, Kath-
ryn Kidder and Frederick Ward pre-
gented “The School for Scandal,” The
last time thie play was put on here
Faony Davenport played a very fasci-
nating Lady Teazel which refused to
be displaced by Miss Kidder's graceful
and charming, albeit somewhat heart.
less enactment of the role. Mr. Ward
and Mr. James a8 the hypoerite and
the spendthrift brothers were a tritle
disappointing. The young spendthrift
brother should be a elender bit of
thistledown. Mr. Jaumes is a tritle
heavy for the party and his words are
too carefully weighed. Ineouciance,
irresponsibility, a joy of life are inade-
quately reprecented by a middleaged,
portly gentleman. He would have done
better as Sir Peter. Tripp the valet,
Mre, Candor, and the baby faced lord
who thought himsell a poet took one
back to the time of Sheridan,

“On and Of1,"” on Thursday night in
which two etars, Mr. Holland and Mr.
Williame bore leading parts, played to a
balf tilled house. They were supported
by a competent and very clever com-
pany. The smcothness and artistic
finish of the program wae not marred
by a single Haw. Audiences are very
tired of the kind of play to which “On
and Off" belonge. 1he kind where its
humor develops from the lies which the
head of the family tells to the other
members of it explain his absence, hie
powssession of strange feminine por-
traite and his coldness to his wife. The
first two or three dozen of these plays
are amusiog, then the hideous insin-
cerity and coarseness, the weakness of
the men of whom they present s like-
ness, is oppreseive, and no longer amuses
But it is still poseible to enjoy the work
of such very clever actors as Mr. Hol-
land and Mr. Williams, whatever the
play. Their grace,quickness of repariee,
their ease spontancity and mastery of
technique is very satisfactory even
when their tulent is contined within the
shallow limitsof a play like **On and
Uﬂ.tt

A Bachelor's Honeymoon on Wednes-
day night involved the same situations
derived from the ability of the star to
tell prodigious and instantaneous lies,
The company was a very good one, Mr,
Walter Walker being a tinished come-

dian, wes ably assisted by a lady who §

could sing coon songs to perlection, and
by a sloppy little serving maid, who was
made up to perfection, In complaining
of the two exclusive employment of the
whopper motif a8 the sole excitant of
humour, 1 am quite aware that the
vein of humour has been exhaustively
worked and that only the broadest,
Gargantuesque humour reaches the
gallery which does most the applaud-
ing. Nevertheless thereare plays which
fill the lower parts of the house choking
full and sets it to applauvaing llke the
lords of the gallery. Such are The Lit.
tle Minister, Cyrano de Bergerac, Beau
Brummel, Shore Acres, Rip Van Win.

kle, et cetera. If the whopper plays
acted by such euper eccellent actors &e
those under consideration play to only
one well filled part of the houes, viz.;
the gallery, would it not pay such com-
panies to change and play to the par.
quet, dregs circle snd balcony people
awhile?

“A notable event,” is a stereotyped
expression in the theatrical businese,
but the sppearance of that brilliant
stellar alliance of Mr. Herbert Kelcey
and Mies Effie Shannon in Clyde Fitch'’s
successful play of American society en-
titled “The Moth and the Flame," in
this city on Saturday, May 6th, at the
Oliver theatre will, it is safe 10 eay,
prove to be one of the most notable oc
casions our amurement patrons have
been invited to for a long time. Both
of these artiste for the past five years:
have been the most prominent figures
in all the successes of the Daniel Fioh-
man (New York) Lyceum theatre, and
for the past two years have been con.
ceded to be the most successful stars of
that class in the country, Both the
play and the players are far above what
is ordinarily seen outside of the prin-
cipal cities aud as the production will
be seen here with the original cast in-
tact their appearance will undoubtedly
prove the most brilliant event of the
dramatic plays.

All who have not subscribed to the
open air concert fund should be aure to
take tickets for the monster concert to
be given at the Oliver on Thureday,
May 4th.by Hagenow'’s band and the
string section of the Philharmonic
Orchestra, fcrty-tive wm.usiciane, to
raise a fund for the building of two
musi: pavillions for the use of the band
in giving the concerts. The band is
unusually well equipped in every way,
and much pleasure is promised for the
summer monthe, At this concert the
grand realistic tone picture “*An Awmeri-
can Battle Scene,” will be presented
with special attention to details. The
pricee are 20, 50, 75 cents and &1 00
#0 every one can attend and help the
good cause along

SCRIBNER'S MAGA-
ZINE FOR 1899,

Governor Roosevelt’s “THE ROUGH
RIDERS” (illustrated serial), and all his
other war writings,

ROBERR LOUIS STEVENSON'S
LETTERS inever before published), edited
oy Sidney Colvin. ]

RICHARD HARDING DAVIS: Stories
and special articles.

RUDYARD KIPLING — HENRY
VAN DYKE — WILLIAM ALLEN
WHITE and many others: Short stories.

GEOREE W. CABLE'S NEW SERIAL
story of New Orleans, “The Entomologist”
—llustrated by Herter.

SENATOR HOAR'S Reminiscences —
Illustrated. R

MRS, JOHN DREW’S Stage Reminis-
cences — [llustrated.

JOEL CHANDLER HARRIS' new col-
lection of stories, “The Chronicles of Aunt
Minervy Ann.”

Q’S SHORT SERIAL, “A Ship o
tars.”

ROBERT GRANT’S Search Light Let-
ters - Common Scnu Essays.,

_SIDNEY LANIER’S Mgsical Impres-
sions,

The full, illustrated tus, includin
descriptions of the amp::nt free to ans
address,

The MagaZine is 83,00 a year; 25¢. a
number, les Scribner’s Sons, 153-157
Fifth avenue, New York.

C. D, GIBSON'S The Seven A of
American Women —and other notable Art
Features by others artists,

Tue Covrien is for sale at the lead-
ing newsstand. Subscription price for
one year is 81. 'Phone 384,
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will begin Thursday, May 4.

125 nights at the New York Lyceum theatre.

UNDER THE DIRECTION OF

"\.‘E Qh\“E -- --L . CRANFORD D . 1. EAUNG

Corner Thirteenth and P.

Saturday, May O.
A NOTABLE EVENT

First appearance here of the Brilliant Stellar Alliance
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SHANNON

COMPANY.

play of American Society

AN

With all the original cast which distinguished its production

Sale of seats

Benefit music pavilion fund.

AN AMERICAN BPTTLE SCENE

Dedicated to the G.ALR.

at the Monster Concert

Hagenow's Band and Orchestra

ZS5-MUSICIANS=AS
Thursday Evening, May Fth

Ticket

Regular prices.

holders can reserve seats Tuesday, May 2.

e

pany. At the second concert Miss Bishop, the dr
tralto, will sing;a cantata will be give
prom nent members of the club will appear in solo,

For season tickets, $1,80, $1 and 75c¢.

Matinee Musical May Festival
Oliver, Monday, Iay 1Ist
St. Paul's M. F. Church Tues-
day, [ay 2.

The fiirst concert will be given by the Bruno Ste

indel Cnnl_
amatic con-
n by the chorus, and
Prices—

Galiery 50 cents,

NATIONAL EDUCATIONAL ASSO
CIATION,
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway.

In the lovely city of Los Angeles, Cal.
ifornia, the above named orgauization
will hold its fourteenth annual meeting,
July 11th to 14th, 1899,

The Great Rock Island Route has is-
sued a handsome beok containing views
and necessary information as to trains,
rates and routes, and this wlll be gent
to you by addressing with postal card or
letter.

E. W. Tuonrson, A, G. P, A,

Topeka, Kan,
Joux SBenastmian, G, P.A ., Chicago.

-

All Coal Well Screened at

WHITEBREAST CONL AND LINE )

Give us a trial order. Tel-
ephones 240 and 234, Office
19‘) South Eleventh.

'l‘ha.Hock Island playing curt:’ua are
the slickest you over handled, One

{chk will be sent by mail on receipt of

cents in stamps,” A mone
draft for 50 cents or samw in gt,u?::ggrwm

secure 4 packs. The i

exprees, charges prepiidvfhlf\ggr:::t by
. JORN SEBASTIAN, G.P. A

Chicago, Rock Island &'l’:i;:?ﬂ.u‘il.{"y

Chicago.
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