MISS OMAHA VISITS MISS
CHICAGO.

[Some extracts from a story in the
OOmaha Bee written by Mrs. Mutheson.)

There was one poesible result of the
Trane Mississippi exposition which was
not taken into coasideration and would
probably never have been demonstrated
had not Miss Omaha recently written a
letter to her cousin, Miss Chicago, stat-
ing that *‘i! it wae quite conveniet she
would like to run over and pay the latter
a little visit, ae she needed a rest.”

I am creaibly informed by an Eye
Witness that he thought Mies Chicago
would have strangled to death in the
paroxysm of laughter which seized her
when the suggestion bore in on her that
Omaha desired to visit Chicago for the
purp2ee of taking a rest.

Thie conversation took place on Tues-
day and oo Friday the Eye Witness told
me he escorted Miss Chicago to the sta-
tion to meet her cousin. After the train
drew under cover & Young Womun
alighted from the rear eleeper und
looked inquiringly about. *“Do you sup-
pose that is her?" asked Miss Chicago,
ruising her lorgnette. I fancy that is
ehe," replied the Eye Witness severely:

There is nothing more difficult than
the adjusting to an easy, graceful condi-
tion of wffaire the intercourse between
relatives who have not been together
familiarly tor some yesrs. They ought
to huve intereste in common, but the
chances are they find they have not; if
one has been more successful than the
other, has more money or better clothes,
it immediately engendeie an antagonizm
that, like Bauquo's ghost, “will not
down.” Ip the case of women, il one
looke critically at the other, the gazee
imagines that the gazer ie trying to die-
cover more gray haire or wrinkles than
her own portion; or one su)s innocently
to the other, I wonder you wear
green, my dear, I should think blue
might be mora becoming.” The posses-
sor of the blue gown, if sheis not ulready
turnip colored, becomes 8o exasperated,
without any escape vulve, that the over-
flow of bile would be warrauted to ruin
the complexion of Eve. The Eye Wit-
pess telle me that it wae really amusiog
to watch the efforts of the cousins to
aseimilate.

. ® s * % *

Miss Omaha did seem tired out and
professed a dieposition to take It easy
for a few deye, which she was permitted
to do. “She actuslly makes me tred,”
conflded Migs Chicago to her guardian.
“She flops herself down oo the divan in
that tailor-made gown of hers as if ¢he
wished me to understand she bad clothae
to burp, and ehe dige her head in my
embroidered cushione, Ugb!" with a
shudder, *1 wonder if she uses pork
greass on her hair.” Omaba, who has
not been napping, as eupposed, over-
heard. “Chicago ie certainly becoming
'catty’ in her old wuge,” she remarked
sweetly to their mutual friend later.

The visitor alter a few duye was suffi-
ciently recovered to do a little sight-
seeing, but after all there was not much
toshow her. The Eye Witness, whom I
regard as a perfectly just and rehisble
mau, told me regretfully that he re-
garded it as unfortunate that one 8o
young should be so blase. Architecture
did not interest her; the eplendors of
International hall still before her, bric-
u-bruc and chioa failed to convince; she
reeled off the uames and wmakes of
plucques. statuary and glass with a dizzy
glibness which betrayed the newly mude
connoieseur, “We thought she would
all but have a epasm the day we sug-
gested taking her into a Mirror Muze."”
“Now, do not be too severe,” [ muttered
soothingly, “she breakfusted, lunched,
dined und supped off Mirror Muzes for
six monthe; there wasn't u decent look-
ing glues outside in the town; if she
wished to see how her ekirt hung sne
had to pay ten centsand go intoa Mirror

Muze.

THE COURIER.

The day after this we took her over to
the lake front. The wind diove mland
swartly and ruffled the water to the
base of the pier and tossed the draperies
of Miss Omuha and blew her loosened
hair untii she looked & veritable etching
against the misty day. "0,” she mur-.
mured dreamily, as if she gazed upon &
vision, “I wish you could have seen our
lagoon this summer.” *“Chicago's lip
curled impatiently, «s she ashed: "“Ah,
was it larger than this? ' “No;" replied
this wild roee as she turned her eyes, in
whose depths seemed still reflected the
windswept spaces of her prairies, “no;
but it was so much better lighted,”

“Omaha,” said the Eye Witness later,
“the forcing process which your educa
tion has undergone recently, while it
hus advantages in some respects, in
otheis it is unfortunate; you have burst
into bloom to be sure, but the flower is
a little heavy yet for tte stulk.”” Omaha
eyed the tip of her tun boot reflectively,
ae che euid,"O, to ba sure, we might
have continted to run along the ground.
I suppore pumpkins have their use.”

“Don't be Hippaot, my dear; I am your
friend, and you are young to assume
such blase aire; does nothing interest
you apy more?" *“Ye¢s,' she responded
with asperity, “but it is not miles of
asphalt, nor high buildings nor yet lake
froots; | was brought up on view, now I
want to etudy people and conditions, I
am interested in ‘types.’"

The Eye Witness smiled indulgently
as he turned to Miss Chicago;*1 wonder
how she would hiks to meetl Billy'" he
asked.

“Who is Billy?" mnquired the little
visitor with interest.

“Well, he is a person, a type, and has
represented many conditions in hie
time; to be more explicit, he was for
twenty years a boot black belongiog to
Chicago, and ut present muanages the
two largest boot blacking parlors here;
will you go with wus to cull on him?"
She not only would, but seemed anx-
ious, a0 the mutlter was speedily ar:
ranged.

“l think,” ssid the Eye Witness in
telling of the visit, "that Omuha waa
dietinctly disappointed to find Billy us
well groomed with his head checked as

high as any other mun of business who '

is able to afford a white collar, Lut when
he greet-d her cordially and insisted on
shining her shoes himscll she began to
recover. As Billy was busy arrangiog
his cleaner, rags, eponge und paste,
Omabha tried her 'prentice hand ut the
interviewing of a “type.” She did it
awkwardly vnough; iodeed, had not
Billy's normal state been «vith his mouth
in action she might have fared badly.
“Yes,” he began in answer to some in

quiry, “this has been my busicess all my
lite since 1 was konee high, ‘cept a little
while when | was cash boy ut Marshall
Field's; that was pretty slow and I eoon
took to the street; it warn't no big busi-
nees in thim days; this ia some differ-
ent,” aa he waved his sponge to indi-
cale the pretentious parlors, “from the
time we went a hull day and never got a
ghine; why the day before Easter we
took the rake-off from 1,567 puirs of shoes
and we average between 700 and 800
shines a day; course this business wasn't
no bed of rosee tostarton; we took it
hot or cold a8 it came; you see that cor-
ner acrost there,” pointing to the oppo-
site side of the street, where a tall build-
ing rose, “well, twenty years ago there
was 82 man had a grocery store there and
in the winter he bud a big stove gning
and he used to let us kids come in and
get warm; we could stay if we didn't
make no noise, but f we squealed we
hed to git. One awful cold night
‘Sooty Dick' and ‘Secrappy Mark' got
down there ahead of the gaug and when
we come along they wus nice and warm
and ready to vamoose; they didn't do a
tLing Lut get to shooting off their
mouthe just to sggravate the man; he
wouldn't listen to no explanation, but

just shoved the hull push in'o the
street; you bet we made it lively fer
them kids fer nwhile; it's slow workiog
up in this job, but onze 1 had $2.400
suved up and [ dido'tdo a thiog but get
stuck on some kind of a high-toned crap
game and blow the hull thing in a few
nights,"

Billy was warming to the work and
Omaha's feet were beginning to shine
like riging sun stove polish, “My part-
or ha'a a top notcher, ho was fetched up
in a cradio and a baby carriage, but he's
all right and we're going to make a go
of thie thing. You ought to seen us the
night we knowed we'd got the “free
thines" knocked out. We had 700 boot-
blacks in hice, with a float in the middle
draped in crape and an empty chair on
top sayiog, **Free Shines Died Tonight,”
on it. Ed, that'sa my partner, he headed
the perceesion and [ come along behiod,
anl when we rounded them up for a
speech the boya kept up such a racket
my pardner couldn‘t be heard. It made
me hot an’ I jumped up on the stand
and I hollered, *Let up, kids; Ed's got a
h—1 of a cold and he can't talk less you
keep yor mouths shut,”

“Billy looked perfectly innocent of any
idea that this was not just exactly the
style of conversation Miss Omaha had
been used to," the Eye Witness chuckled
at the remembrance, *but she wished
the opportunity to study ‘type’—and
Billy was affordiog her the chance with
a generosity that wae prodigal.”

“No,” Billy continued again in response
to an inquiry,"we amn't vo union; we
can't muks it go. The American boys
don't like the dagoee, and the dagoos
don’'t like the npiggers, and there you
are, | ain't no cause to complain, 1
got some of the best people here as cus.

tomere-—Mr. Higinbotham comes here,
and Mr. - and Mr. , mertion
ing severul well known names, but I

wouldn't take no more interest in shin-
ing them than I would you, Misgs.”
“How beautiful are the feet of them
from the ssnd hille,” murmured Miss
Chicago us Omuhu rose from the chair.
Billy, lushed with his proud Hooo of
recollection, would no doubt have 1am-
bleda on ad ivfinitum, but it was getting
late and we had another call to make, 8o
we drew Mies Omaha reluctantly from
her cootemplation of clase aud condition,
An hour later we were seated in the

pretty parlor of Mrs. M , on the
south side, chatting informally of
“things" rather than people, The call

proved unusually interesting, as Mrs.
M is & cousin of Mrse. McKinley,
and it was at her home the president
und his wife stupped during the recent
peace jubilee, She naturally, since we
made curious inquiries, gave us some
conception of how the ordinary puleed
of lite are quickened when royalty traile
its purple acroes the threshold.

“Fancy us, a quiet, law-abiding fam-
ily, being compelled to keep three police-
men in the yard and two in the house
continually; and then beicg almost un-
able to keep vhe crowd ut bay. We hud
a telephone operator in the house pight
and day,and were literally buried in
flowers; some of the boxes we were un-
able to open for lack of time to do itand
space to put any mure; one morning a
large box w~as Lrought in for Mre. Mv.
Kioley, and on opening it, it apprared
to be a collection of huge yellow roses
embedded in emilax; a closer irvestiga-
tion showed the roses were made of
butter delicately moulded as a flower
with the compliments of the
Dairy company. Our luncheon nour
seomed a matter of supreme moment Lo
the caterers, who continuully begged
the priviledge of sending in some dainty
for the consumption of President and
Mre. McKinley. On the one ocecasion
when we weat for a drive the waiting
crowd made grand rushes for the car-
riage, climbing to the wheele or steps us
they could; the president shook a8 many
bands as possible, since he is only pro

vided with two himsolf, und then is the
driver urged  his  horses forward he
called: “Doww curefully. Look out my
man, do not get hurt.” The lust morn
ing of their viet a policemun cume t)
him and said: “Mre. Preeilent, it loks
as if they would mobh the house; they
are determined to see you," Mr. Me
Kinley arose with his fine smile, ard
turning to the officer of the peace, eaid
“Open He then took hie
atand in the parlor and the crowd poured
in,and with a “Hail ts the Cuiel” ex.
pre sioe grasped his oxtendod hand and
passed quietly out the side door and
dispersea.

“They were not ollice gsekers, 1 sup-
pose,” wuid Miss Omuha  “No, they
were not,” laughed Mis. M , “they
were simply the people to whom the
vredident belongs.”

The day following butone Migs Omaha
sot for bher roturn home; we could not
prevail on her to remain longer; she
evidently thought the pendulum hud
swuuy 48 far both ways us porsible and
when the limit had been pluyed the
game for her was over, We checked
her luguage, saw her safely located
handbag, umbrella und maguzines, in
“lower No, 10 of the s'eeper Rosemont,”
ther, ns we turned to go; she extended
her hand t) her counin, that great royal
creature with her heart of store, and
suid cordially, 1 bope you will come out
some time and make us a visit,”

“Thank you,” repli-d Miss Chicago,

the doors”

*] shall bie glad to, soms time- when—1
need—u rest.”
(), these dear women," sighed the

Eye Witnese, us he careful'ly wiped and
readjusted his spectacles,

FOR A VALENTINE.

What shall I send as a valentine,

Mating the one she sends?
Love thatl hold in my heart’s closed shrine?
Tender longings that neer can tine?
Hlptv dream of her hand in mine,
While above her my fond love bends

Ever till being ends?

What shall I send her? my heart to lay
Down at her feet in tears?

All of myself as | am today

All unworthy? Perchance I may

Thus in the giving of self away

Grow more worthy a love that veers
None in the passing years.

Lewis Worthington Smith.

SCRIBNER'S MAGA-
ZINE FOR 1899.

Governor Roosevelt’s “THE ROUGH
RIDERS” (illustrated serial), and all his
other war writings,

ROBERR LOUIS STEVENSON’S
LETTERN inever before published ', edited
by Sidney Colvin.

RICHARD HARDING DAVIS: Stories
and special articles.

RUDYARD KIPLING - HENRY
VAN DYKE — WILLIAM ALLEN
WHITE and many others: Short stories.

GEOREE W. CABLE’S NEW SERIAL
ttorr of New Orleans, “The Entomologist”
—Illustrated by Herter.

SENATOR HOAR S Reminiscences
Illustrated.

MRS. JOHN DREW’S Stage Reminis-
cences [llustrated,

———

JOEL CHANDLER HARRIS' new col-
lection of stories, “The Chronicles of Aunt
Minervy Ann.”

Q'S SHORT SERIAL, “A Ship of

ROBER | GRANT"S Search Light Let-
ters Common S:nu Essays.

SIDNEY LANIER'S Mgsical Impres

C. D. GIBSON'S The Seven
American Women and other nota
Features by others artists,

The full, illustrated prospectus, includin
duaipﬁon; of the aho-c.p::::t free to ms

The a%ine is 83.00 a year; 25¢. a
number, les Scribner’s Sons, 153-157
Fifth avenue, New York

Rorick-—Hea'th s bet'vr than riches

Mumaw ~Yes, You dou't have 1o p.y
tuxes on it,
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