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peeded to supply deticiencies.  Hern ‘I
might  steal re.  Stoutenborough's
thunder by speaking of the benefit 1t is
to the libeary to have ite weakness ex
posed as they niwnys ure by the resea rch
that the elubs muke siong special lines,

When not & member of the club, the
librarian may write at about the time of
ite first yeurly meeting, askin g for the
course of study to ba pursued by the
various depurtments, order thut she
may anticipate their needs in her book
orders, Strangely enough we find that
this request is not always graciously
roceiveda; but when igoored, s it may
be, turn to the president for help. A
personal plea from her may bo eflicacious
in persunoing the heads of depurtmonts
that they are helping themselves while
aiding the hbrary.

It haw been possible for us, because of
a very pleasantly arrgonged reference
100m, to set uside, for the exclusive use
of ¢lubg, some smull wleoves, where are
placed u tew carefully selected volumes
withdrawn trom circulation. This real.
ly gives the books a wider use than if
euch ¢lub woman took one home on her
curd. The volumes are chunged from
time to time to suit the requirments of
the course of study. Mmmlml‘ photo
graphes (in ons instunce u very Interest
ing collection) owned and used by the
¢luba in their work have been hung in
the nlcover, muking the rooms both at
tructive and useful.

In u library such as ours, where gen.
oral access to the book shelves is not al
lowed, it is well 10 igsue a card granting
that privilege to leaders of clubg, and to
high school teachers and professional
people who may tind it an i!llvm:lduu to
go direct to the stacke. We also issue
extra book-borrower's curds to  c¢lub
lenders and to gchool teachers, with the
stipulation that they be usnd only for
the holder's special line of work. )

Things which means the setting aside
of gome rule, or the granting of some
especiul privilege are not all we may do
for the club woman in the library,
What [ wish to add to this requires
almost more tnan the courage of my
convictions; it is of the more personal
dealings of the lLibrarian or reference
attendunt with the women. It has
been snid by a member of the craft thut
“the memtui dexterity of a lawyer, the
manners of & diplomat, und the patisnce
of & suint are qualities which the libra-
rian must cultivate if he would cleverly
comprehend the inquiries put to him
And certainly it 18 us easy to belisve of
women as of Voltaire's “men,” that they
“employ sprech only to conceal their
thoughts;' for diffident, ns well as con.
ceited, seekers after knowledge waste
hours by not divulging the exuct object
of their search., We all revolt at the
thought of Huunting crimeon placurds,
reading, “If you don’t tind what you
wunt ask for it. We ure here to help you,”
But how are we to insist that patrons of
the Library be apecitic in their requesta?
“Library talkse” given by the presiden:
of the club would seem the simplest way
of reaching the women; or the litrarian
hersulf might spenk atl some general us
sembly of the club, givieg a practical
illustration of library metnods.  T'oe uge
of card catalogs, 1’ vw's, the Cuomuli-
tive mand anousl hrecury indives and
even the uvee of the indi s io books und
works of saverul volumes mus! bheshown
all without any superciliousness; for the
club movement is conpurative ¥y new in
the weat and women who have beon for
yeura out of school miwy be purdoned if
they waste time over a talile of contents
or even turn luboriously page i [ter puge
in their searceh, insteaa of uging the in
dex which belongs to every well wrrang-
ed work. 1or our object is to give the
best help t) the ¢'ub members in tind
ing their material readily, not by merely
opening each book ut the desired page,
but by developing the power of using
intelligently the means put ut their
service,

If 1 have shown u dangerous tendency
to follow the examvle of l'ennyson's
brook, you will pardon me, 1 kvow,
The subject is one capable of much dis
cusasion: bat discussiman the faorm of «

monologue comes tinally to interest only
one person, so | will no longer “chatter
over stony waye."
Mis. Syiky,

“WHAT CAN THE WOMAN'S ('LURB
DO FOR THE PUBLIC
LIBRARY Y™

“The Woman's Club movement but
one it is true among the edueationy
forces in th  world, had its baginning in
he thought of assiciation for mutual
ssistanca and  self-development, ani
hen as & eatural growth from that
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eame the thought of aesociation to help
others.” ;

Today it atands for higher education,
sympathy and usefulness. It hus suid
to women everywhere “ There is work
for you which can not be done except by
Association, both for  yourselves and
others. Work together it matters little
under what form or name; and then
with mutual aims and symgpathies
atimulated to noble ends do those
things which duty dictates and your
opportunity allows.”"—and gradually the
members of this organization are learn-
ing that there are other lessons in life
for them to read bosides the stories in
the little old * Horn Book '; the work of
Woman's Clubs is indissolubly connect-
od with education and co ordination of
forees and concentration of plans must
be the watchword, if guccesa 18 attainad.
The so-called * progresgive woman ™ it
seems to me, usks for no more than a
full opportunity to develop all her
regerve powers in helping on the world,
A fow duys since in # neighboring state
I heard a bright woman say *“*Women
are often held up to ridicule because
they are 8o ready to condemn, so im-
patient of delay, 8o anxious to convart
everybody right now, and she said that
she waus renninded of what Henry Ward
Beecher once eaid when some new and
worthy abject to benefit humanity was
brought to his notice —“The cause is
just, the object is all right, now briLg
on your fanatic to earry it out”—and
#he hud some times thought that the
women of tolay must be called the
“fanatics” to help in some of this work
thut is to be done to benetit humanity.
I'tofessor Lombroso suys “The duty of
woman in the social evolution is to direct
churity and public education.” s not
this a responsibility worthy of the high-
e8! powers of womanhood and second
only to motherhood?

We roud thut it was concidered an
epoch in many of the older stutes when
neighiborhood and village Libraries began
1o be common, This was more than a
hundred years ago and Noah Porter
tells us thut the establishment of a vil-
luge hbrary was coosidered as natural
wnd wlmost us necessury us the setting
up of a grist mill or town pump.

Today in at least one stute  New
Hampshire—every town is now required
by luw to establish and maintain a free
public Library, Until recent years we
have hud but faw lLibraries in the west
outgide of the well equipped libraries of
tha larger towns and citivs. Now how.
ever, libraries are rapidly coming into
existence in the smulier towns and vil.
lages. Muny of them directly through
theinstrumentality of the Womuns club,
for this organization and the public
library should be and in most cases ure
invaluuble ullies und work together for
the good of the community. The real
value of some of these small libraries
muy not he appreciated in this genera-
tion. *“Whew John Harvard bequeathed
half of his estate and his library .to the
strugeling seminary in the wilderness,
no one foresaw the IHarvard university
of today,”

In lowa the library spirit is partic-
ularly active among Woman'sclubs, Of
one hundred and eighty cluba belooging
to the State Federation rearly one half
are doing somethiog for libraries. And
what is true of lowa is true of other
states,  In every little villisge and ham.
let where & womans ¢lub has existed for
@ time, we are pretty sure to find the
cireuliting  library and free reading
room, Librury bourds testily that the
errcalation of books and th e coneulation
of n;h*rm.up books have greatly increas-
ed since the orguuization of (he Wom-
un's club,

Let us glance for a moment at the
work that the women in Kentucky are
downg in this library movement.

“For the tiscal year of "07-'08 the state
was divided into tive club districts. The
first dietriet hud seven library stations
the gecond four, the third three, the
fourth four and the fitth three, The
plan of work for the ecommitten was to
:-.ullv-l_'t books suitable for the mountain
digtricts nud to gend the 8aine securely
packed in strong wooden boxeg, averag-.
g By Hve volumes to a box, mude of
E:'i':ll\l' );:;_'i.l\l:llln';' llm.'ltnllr. securely fastened
il u: n:t:'llr;:'l:l nqagml on arrival
aliowed Bt e h‘.mk.ij ::umlha ure

A _ . . Some delay
Was occasioned at tirst by the suspicion
of ‘h_l' llillll.ﬂtﬂllil"'f“ who rtﬂ”p[] i money
consideration for the use of books, They
wWere I“Iill\' | I"‘]i""l‘ th“t thf‘ Iillraf)’
Wis fn-fl. The boxes travel over the
mountuains by wagon or down the river
:I"::’lll:hml'ln:::.:‘ I.J April or October.”

) conla: read this report
'_’-""I[ '-lllt hﬁ‘ the chairman of library work

n ] L ' a1
:'n I\l‘ulxl'ru:vn’:lrrll:lllull:;.vlf: ;!imn 'l’hﬂm .
thing of what they have roceised.

¢ Y have roceived. The
following extract from one of the librai-

s tells the story of a good work in

thess out-of-way places, in the mount.
ain districts. It was tersly stated by
one of our miners when the little library
room was opened, ‘Now we can have
some better way of goetting a little re
creation than going to Jellico and get.
ting drunk.” Our reats are emptly
powder kegs; the tables made from old
doors fastened on top of barrele; but
even with these homely surroundings
good work is being done and uside from
the intellectusl udvantuges thero is u
morul one as well."  After reading this
""I"“’l and similar ones, one would
hurdly usk the question-—of what benlit
is woman's clube? —and in Kentucky
thie organization of women is an educa-
tionn! factor whose power is felt from
east to west in this old commonwealth.

Turning from the sunny southlund
let us gee what the women are doiug in
the piveries of Wisconsin,

In her report before the annual meet
ing in 1807, Miss Stearne said: *T'he
Wisconein Free Library commission de-
pends upon the woman's c¢lubs more
thun upon any and all other ageucivs
combined to aid in 1ts work of estublish
ing free libraries in Wieconsin., Since
the State Federation was organized, vo
less than eighteen free public libraries
have been established, within our
borders; and the orgunization of six of
these may be directly attributed to the
interast aroused by womans clubs., Four
of the libraries in the state are being
maintained by chese bodies.”

Mr. 1. A, Hutchins (whose name is
fumiliar to every librarian) of the Wis.
consin Free Labrary association saye:
“In most of the states of the Union
wom#an's clubs are doing mo.e than the
librariane in the estublishment and
epread of travelling libraries,”

If there was time | might speak of the
good work of club women in vther states
ulong this line of library intereste, in
New Jersey, Ohio, Michigan. Minnesota,
Kunsas and Missouri, but | wish to call
your attention to the work in your own
state. You are all tamiliar with the
workings of the circulating library sup-
{mrled by the Nebraska Federation of
Vomen's clubs, that have sant books to
the homes of women hving in isolated
communities. Women who rarely catch
4 ghmpse of the higher level of what
seems 1o them life's rugged road; it has
sent reference booke to membvers, of
country clubs who do not have acces)
to public libraries, enabling them to
pursue certain linee of study in their
¢lubs which would be impeasible with-
out thess books and at the same time
they have created a desire in the minds
of oiher members of the family to pos-
sess “good books,"

Who shall say that this club move.
ment i8 pot missionary in spirit and
while proclaims no creed, it is willing,
yes eager, to help those who ure less
fortunute thun thomeelves,

What can the woman's club do for
the public library in our small towns®
I know of no better answer to this ques-
tion than the practical workiogs of the
Monday club in Wayne, Nebr. Ten
years ugo a little band of women, twelve
in number organizsd 4 womans club.
There was no public library in the town
and but few private libraries. The club
dues ure one dollar for initiation fees
und ten cents for monthly dues. The
fines are twenty-tive cents for unexcused
?hsence! and flve ceots for tardiness,
I'hese dues and fines together with a
swall amount made by giving one or two
entertainments each year represents
their income., But all the money they
wake has been ueed to purchuge bouks
for their public library, Today they
huve between seven and eight hundred
volumes, These books are used by
country people as well as town people,
The fee of five cents per we 'k is charged
for use of books und they may be retsin-
od two weeks,  All the money made in
this way goea to the purchase of new
books and replucing old ones, A mem-
ber of this enterprising club wrote me u
ew weeks since—"We aim to buy only
the Lest books und I am sure we have
done a little towards cultivating the
puhl.lc taste fur good reading, besides
plecing many good books at the disposal
of those who could not have rea them
in any other way.” Oue more illustra-
tion, ‘The Syrucuse Woman's Club, A
few years ago u citizon of that little
town by personal effort and solicitation
secured some books and old magazines
placed them in 'the town building and
guve one evening each week to their cir.
culation.  Lust year this good mun W8
elected to a County office, which com-
::]alllt_!:l him to luTv;. Syracuse ard the lit.

e library was left without a “wuidin
star, 'l?he Woman's Club, 4 nmft::-g::n'i
zation looking ubout to see what i
?.I;uldrllll. tuws(;rtln;llmtwring community
e, discovered t v I ,
open door, ut the library wue ag

A committee waited upon the towp
council and they promised to provide u

room and a librarian one night in 1!«
weok. In less than one year those won.
en huve put 160 good books into th .t
little librarv, Does thie eeem like 4
small number to this Aessociation? |y
represents more than we can expres..
Next year when you come to your libr,
ry meeting, 1 trust there will be alibra:.
inn at Syracuee and that she will shar
these good things with you.

If there was time I might tell you f
other clubs interested in helping public
libraries in their respective towne, At

‘olumbus, Gering, and Nebraska City,
are woman who are shining examples of
that old saying **Awakened souls cannot
afford to be relfisk.”

I'here is one phase in your work in
which | am espeeially interested. It e
the corner for the boys and girls. Our
club women may ussist in sending Bpec.
iul collections of the best children's
books and I wum sure you would be glud
to araunge the corner go as to make the
books ava‘l ble und attractive us well.
A very practical method of showing an
interest in the village library is that
adopted by u book ¢lub not a thousand
miles from here, Each member of the
club buys each year a volume of the best
current fiction,  These booke are passed
about among the members of the club
until the cloge of the year when they are
given to the Public Library,

The members of the Woman's Club in
Nebraska, are not elow to appreciate the
lesson of the hour co ordination and I
believe the time will come —indeed it is
not far uway, when each club will et
aside u certain sum of money to help the
Public Library in its respective town
and together with this association, we
may send light into the dark and forgot
ten places through “the medium of pen
and ok friends whose charm is their
unchangeableness,

BeLie M. Srovressoroven
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