sheets which can be read only at the
expense of eyesigit and the liberal em-
ployment of a talent for rebus read-
ing. The vertical line between each
faint word on tle pages of the morfl-
ing and evening paper would disgust
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contrast to the product of
jourpalism produced by publishers of
even the secomd class.

The Courier will continue to print a

spite of the difficulty of constructing
a guiding star out of the two afore-

said properties.
-

The convention of Kappa Kappa
Gamma fraternity which bas
just closed its annual session in this
city, is the first Greek letter fraternity
to bold its annual meeting here. The
one hundred and fifty delegates rep-
resent most of the large coeducational
schools in this country. The Kappa
Kappa Gamma delegates have been
quartered at the Lincoln hotel, whose
dinginess, for a week, they bave
brightened. Hotels are used to con-
ventions of men spd occasionally of
elderly and eleemosynary or literury
women, but these national co~ventions
of young college giris, whuee manners
and modes hve the mark of distinc-
tion, and who, quite evidently, know
what they are sbout and how to ao-
complish it, are new. The loungers
about the hotel guze upon the dele-
gotes, as they go to and fro, with won-
der and enquire who they are and
what they are doing. When these
gentlemen of life-long leisure are in-
formed that it is Kappa Kappa Gamma
in amrusl session, they are no less pus-
zled. They do not see why the Greek
letters wish to mest and arrange the
business of the past yoar and elect
officers and make srrangements for
the coming year. In their day Greek
was a dead language and was not rep-
resented by velvet eyes, pink cheeks,
accomplishments and a distinetion
that secures its possessors from annoy-
ance. Nevertheless the fraternity, for
% is a fraternity, and not that awk-
ward and uncalied for invention of &
blundering Latin stodemi—a sorority
—has met and tramsacted & Iarge
amount of business, which we are un-
fortunately allowed to know mothing
shout, and edjournad for a year.

. The General Federation of Women's
clube, as well as the state federation,
might take & hint from Kappe Ksppe
Gamma's management of its anoual
eonventions. The trummportation and
hotel bills of the delegates are paid by
the annual assessment from eanh obep.
ter in the fraternity. Therefore rep-
resentstives st the snmual meeting are
pot boarded arvund at the houmes of
sccommadated at & botel, and the
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chapter which is represented by dele- Meﬂmdﬁhﬂhga—tuf a place on a higher pedestal than any-

getes pays for thet representation, as
it ought.

In common with all other societies
and professional unions, these anmual
conventions where delegates from dif-
ferent parts of the country meet under
conditions which encourage sympathy
and acqoaintance, fraternity meetings
are of great value in strengthening
the union and preventing future mis-
understanding.

The young ladies from the Aflantic
and Pacific coast were astonished at
the size and character of the universi-
ty, as well as at the sise and beauty of
Lincoln. The arrangements of the lo-
cal chapter for the entertainment of
the delegates were very complete and
were successfully carried out. Consid-
ering the comparatively small mem-
bership and the numbers entertained
by all forms of diversion possible in &
waterless resort like Lincoln, the de-
votion and ability snd organization of
the local chapter is worthy of the com-
mendation it has receivad from all who
have reflected upom it.
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incompetency of the kind shown by
Becretary Alger is no longer suffers-
ble in silence and General Miles, com-
mander in chief of the American
forces, has reached that point. The
telegram which Becretary Alger or-
dered sent %0 General Shafter, in
which the latter was informed that
General Miles, on his arrival, would
not supercede him, was an absurdity
and in direet conflict with military
precedent. The commander in chief
is mnking officer at all times and in
all places. He has no milary superior
or equal and unless it removes him
the civil power st Washington cannot
telegraph any lessening of his author-
ity or rank. The fact, which appears
to be established, that Secretary Al-
ger sent such a foolish and unwar-
rentable telegram to General Shafter
ia proof emvugh of his unfitness for
military affairs. His retirement from
the position in which he has fully dem-
onstrated his lack of judgmeni and
foresight is demanded by members of
all parties. The investigation into
the blunders in the commissary at
Chicameugs, on the transports, at
Santiago and at Montauk Point may
revesl the final cause of the death and
starvation in those camps. It is more
likely that the confusion resulting
from an inefficient head will never be
ascribed to lhe real source. Definite-
ness is seldom the result of investi-

bas vccurred and “Algerism hes laid
its Dblight upon every state in this
union.”

After the investigation is concluded,
before congress has considered the
Philippines or Cuba or any new ques-
tions, our own American military sys-
tem should be strengthened and made
inviolate, so that on the next ocea-
sion when the country needs the
fiower of our youth there shall be no
suspicion that the department at
Washington may break faith with
them as it has in this wer, by the se-
lection of Chickamaugs and the ap-
pointment of a political commrissary
entirely ignorant of the fatal conse-
quences of their inability to perform
their duty. To the private soldiers
who are about to be mustered out the
duty of urging such action on their
representatives in congress will be
apparent as it never has been before.
With the military gag removed they
are at liberty to reveal the sufferings
caunsed by Algerism and they will
probably exerciee the rights of an
American citizen without being urged.
In consequence of military discipline
the storm has not yet broken over the
head of the secretary of war, bui that
it & about to break is indicated by
the interview with General Miles and
his report of the confusion he found
on his arrival in Cuba, and the ap-
proaching mustering out of the vol-
unteers. The secretary’s resignation
would have the effect of a surrender
and might influence congress to
strengthen the military orgunization
so that the incompetency of any sec-
retary of war could no longer have
such fatal results.

General Miles is anxious for an in-
vestigation, which, however loosely
conduotel, connot but vindicate him.
He it was who saved the day at San-
tiago and brought onder out of chaos
and be ought to bave the credit his
prompt performance desexrves. The
cheers of the soidiers that greeted his
appgarance before the army of Cuba
was a spontaneous and professional
tribute to the ability of the command-
er in chief, as well as a sign of relief
that General Shafter was superceded.
An investigetion into the performance
of bhis duty cannot but increase the

confidence the public has in him, a
public, which, until this war, was not

sure that he deserved the rank he had
acquired by the slow process of retire-

ment and death of superiors.
-

The third paper on Mr. Gladstone
by George V. Smalley which he calls
Reminiscences, Anecdotes, and an Es-
timate, appears in Harper’s Monthly
for September. Mr. Smalley was near
Mr. Gladstone but appears not to have
been affected by the glory which shone
about him for so0 many years. He
appreciated his love of flattery, and
his superficial knowledge of a grest
many things, knowledge which was
just, accurate and technical emough to
overawe a dinner table of people but
not profound enough to impress a
specialist on the subject he handled
with such apparent emse. Posterity
does & man justice and as in Mr. Glad-
stone’s case, his own generation over-
estimated his genius, posterity in the
person of Mr. Smalley bas very
promptly begun to show the genera-
tion its mistake. His biogrephist, (mod
biogrepher besause he makes no pre-
tensione to a systematic account of
Mr. Glndstone) imtimates that the
Grand Old Man never really repenmt-
ed his encouragement of the south-
ern confederacy, but eunlogized Wash-
ington, as “one who in moral elevation
and in greatness of character deserves

one else,” while he was exalting the
achievements of the southern leader
who was endeavoring to undo Wash-
ington's work. An incomsistency of
this sort which omly a Gladstoneian
with explains the satisfaction with
which Mr Smalley’s very fank analysis
is being received. Such mysteriouscon-
being received. Such mysterious con-
dugt ereated a prejudice, which,
though softensd by the spectacle of
old ege, never emtirely regmins condi-
denc in the man whom it has seen tiy-
ing to carry out two policies, the one
diametrically opposed to the other,
at the same time or too close together.
Mr. Bmalley pays an unaceustomed
tribute to Mre. Gladstone. We, in Am-
erica had always supposed Mrs. Glad-
stone to be a very faithful, and do-
mestic wommn, but withall rather a
stupid ove to whom the premier never
dared to confide his important plans.
If Mr. Smalley is to be believd quite
the contrary was true. He says: “For
her grod sense sagacity, and unfailing
and invariable discretion in all seri-
ous business she had less credit than
she deserved. Mrs. Gladetone, during
the whole of her husband's career, has
known everything. She has always
been trusted, alyaws consulted. It is
nothing to say that she never even in-
advertently disclosed a secret. So per-
fect was her tact that few people even
80 much as suspected she knew the
secrets. London is always
about all sorts of things and com-
ments about Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone

were frequent. Whatever might be
said on other ints, there was an
agreement on that nobody ever
heard or even pretended to have heard
from Mrs. Gladstone any hint of any
purpose or thought or potlcy of his.”
A stupid wman would have made a
blunder, if only for once, and this tes-
timony places Mrs.| Gladstone a

in that small cabinet of jewels whose
;mce is far above rubies. It is grati-
ying that each of the notable pair is
receiving justice, though the one is re-
ceiving less praise amd the other more
than before Mr. Gladstone died.

The discretion which Mrs. Gladstone
possessed in greater perfection than
is recorded of any other woman is one
which may be cultivated. It is eape-
cially useful in small nlaces where
there is little to interrupt a story ance
started and the husband of a jeweled
angel like Mrs. Gladstone would be
sure of advice from a gource so exalt-
ed that if he can only meet it half
way he may become a grand old man
himself in half the time it took Mr.
Gladstone, if perchance he has the ad-
vantage of being an American and liv-
ing in this country.
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The electric wires which eross and
recross every alley and street and
down town roof in this city are cer-
tainly as great a menace to property as
an mcompetent chief of the fire de-
partment and “an alleged scareity of
water. The last two causes are nega-
tive and the first is a positive and ac-
tive agent in setting fives. It is a curi-
ous coincidence that Mr, Thompson
who, it is said, has “given warning™
that the fire department must be
strengthened and the water- supply,
which in the last two fires has shown
ourious symptoms of exhaustion, must
be increased or the imsurence rates
willhepntnp.hthemwnoobjooh

to the municipal examination f the

sive lighting fluid the
and private md’um ek

: who have re-
peatedly sadd thut the wires were
likely to set buildings on fire the




