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THE COURIER.

RUSSIAN AND AMERIGAN COLONIZATION.

Within the last few years the Russians
bave established on the boundary of
Eastern Siberia s vast colony of restiees
emigrants, whose busy, energetic life is
strangly out of keeping with the slug-
gish inactivity of sleeping Asia, Along
the banks of the Amur snd the Sungaru
and in the various districts which radi-
ate from Viadivoetok come thousands of
bardy piopeers, subjugating the woil to
cultivation, building roads, making
homes, and driving an entering wedge of
bustling civilisation into the lethargic
Easst. These men and women are not
transiont settlers; they will never go
back to Russia, but they will draw Rus-

strength of an Industrial and vig- ippi valley. for instance, may be briefly
mmpmn of the lands already described byldirhmmtothmm
under her control. -—ntt‘lomt. extravagance, i
In the picturesque activity and toil of pression. ‘Upan a fourth era they l:
these Kussian colonists there ia some- now ont.arlng.md the maony dﬂ.u
thing which appeals strongly to our prorperity and revival _are sufficiently
American instincts of epergy and ad- emphatic and encouraging. The Anglo-
vancement. No one can read the des- Saxcn theory of demoeracy leaves the
scription of their life and work which ntttlmot-nu.cmutry to work out
Stephen Bonsal contributes to the July theirown salvation; they must find out
Harper's without being reminded of that for themeelves the naturat advantages
determination which made productive and dinduntun'uot the new land, and
the broad lands of our western praries, uﬂon'ithontm.mut come _to
pierced the forbidding Rockies in search an nndantndi.n;g of its up.!nhn-
of national wealth, and established the through many vicissitudes and discour-
great commercial prosperity of the Paci- aging experiences. Directly opposed to

sia to them in closer union, and add a
race of men to the people of the Csar
who will control this part of the conti-
neut of_Asia as far south as it is habita-
ble. A wonderfully effective system of
civil and military administration guar-
antess governmental assistance to the
sottlers , and it isclaimed that by the
sidof the great imperial railroads an
army of 300,000 men can be wmobilized
within two wesks upon any point of the
froatier of China and Korea. Russia is
sow the virtual suserain over northern
Chioa, and, moreover, there is no nation
in the world able to place on the east
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fic coast. Mr. Bonsal traveled through this idea, the paternalism of a strong
Eastorn Siberia with both eyes open, imperial government has a tendency to
and his long training us a correspondent be-little such self-reliance.
bas enabled him to recount graphically Many suggestions of a comparison be-
the sigaificant and salicot features of tween the two systems are afforded by
this invasion of the Blays into the East reading, in connection with Mr, Bonsal's
—an invasion peaceful enough now, but article, a contribution to the July num-
with all the portentious ;possibilities ber of Harper's Magazine trom the pen
within it of a mighty conflict,and of a ol(lnrhs!;:nl!m. The [atter
of the Eastern is enti “The Y
z:bbduﬁu e NewEn.” It mmmv“ﬁybdwm“'
It will beof not @ little interest to D business history of this portion of
. our country. arrays the many tendencies
note the economycal history of this new ghieh now t to
section of the Russian Empire, and to ty,and
compare it with the corresponding

coast of Agia an army that could cope growth of new lands under a settlement

with ber; but she is far-seeing enough by Anglo-Sazons. The course of ll.m de-
o add to her military power the tema- velopment of the states of our Missis,.

SKETCHES BY THE WAY,

The American studio lacks the spirit
of Bohemianism tbat pervades the
Parisian prototype. In fact it resem-
bles the boudoir rather than the atelier
sod it isa far cry from the drawing
room to the workshop. In Paris if
one wishes to visit the artists one ex.
pects to find them at the top of
rickety stairways that rise from little
courts filled with moes covered foun-
tains and bright flowers. The court
is hidden behind a bare wall over
which the blossoms peep at the passer-
by and behind which the concierge
keeps watch. The studios themselves
are full of surprises, odd corners,
quaint galleries with little winding
stairways, perhaps altar steps picked
up from some curio dealer and sup-
posed to have been made sacred by the
tread of the priests. Algerian vases
rest on medieval chests and carved
griffins peer out from oriental drape-
ries aad a delightful musty odor
mixed with the scent of fiowers isever
perceptible. InChicagoif one wishes
to visit the artist he must elbow his
way througha rushing throng of busi.
nessmen, along marble halls, into an
elevator where he is jerked to the
clouds, and after ringing an electrie
bell be is ushered into a commodious
room with only right angles, big
square windows and a sky light. The
ohe particular studio building I have
in mind has wide folding doors be-
tween the studios so that on Satur-
day, reception-day, these may be
opened, throwing all the studios to-
gether. There are brass vases, orien-
tal rugs and chests between them.
They look transplanted. The artist
pours tea after the most approved
studio fashion, good tea with lemon
and rum and sugar, etc., made in a
Russian samovar too, with the odor of
charcoal mingled with the odor of
tea, but for all that the flavor of Bo-
hemia is missing. But the pictures
are there and after all they are what
we go to see. One 1 remember best is
a portrait of a woman in black with
grey background. The woman has
rich red hair, which is the only touch
of color in the whole picture. Whist-
ler would call it a color harmony and
such it is, aside from its value asa

est Portrait. We found thisin Mr. Clark-

son’s studio. 1t is just completed and
has not yet been exbibited. Mr. Clark-
son has a picture (?) which he calls his
masterpiece, It isa view of the lake
seen through a small square window
half way up his studio wall, the casing
of which is hidden by a gold frame.
A little stairway covered with rugs
leads up to a seat beside it, where one
may enjoy the ever changing water to
his heart's content. Miss Mentzler has
just completed a sketch of a girl in a
pink dress. It is very attractive but
hardly equal to her landscape and
Miss Ostatag is at work on some de-
signs for a music hall. Mr. Taft has
chosen a cool green burlap for the
background of his work in clay, be-
cause, he says, it reminds him of the
woods which he loves so well. The
most attractive piece in his studio is a
bust of his wife. She wears her camp-
ing costume and has taken a charming
pose. Mr. Taft has a skeich of a girl
by Mr. Benson of Bostop, which is
most audacious in color. At this time
of the year the studio walls are bare
and many of the artists have gone to
more congenial haunts. This is the

Season when, like the bee, they “nther
the sweets from nature's fields and
store them up for winter exhibitions.
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