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Axxie L. Miuer, Epirok.

Officers of the State Federation of Woman's Clubs

MG, Bt

President, Mrs. B. M. Stoutenborough, Plattsmouth.
Vice president, Mrs. E. M. Cobb, York.
Secretary, Mre. Henrietta Smith, Omaha.
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Auditor, Mrs. Ella S. Larsh, Nebraska City.

Librarian, Mrs. G. M. Lambertson, Lincoln.

As we approach the fourth Bienrial
of the N I*. W. C. there is one question
which should interest all club members
of Nebraska—what representation can
be eecured in the National Federation
aud how should it be apportioned
throughout the stat:-¥ There are three
things that Nebraska is entitled to ask
for outside cf the general officars: firet,
represeatition on nominating commit-
tee: second, a member oo the board of
directors; third, a state chairman of
correpondence. At present the two of
ficers, viz.: director aud state chairman
ol correspondence, are held by membars
of th» Onaha Women's club. Those
bonors shoull be divided amopg the
state. Lincoln in pointof pumber of
elub and number of members, is the
club centre of the state. Yet so skill-
fully were thiogs manipulated at the
last State Fe leration that not one dele-
gate 1o the Biernial was elected from
Lincoln. Omaha today has three feder-
ated clubs (couuting the Docdee elub, a
suburh) with a total membership of 653,
Lincoln has (counting Uaiversity Piace,
als) a suburb) e'even felerated clubs
with @ membership of 87l.  Liocoln
pays in support of tha State Fe leration
seventy-two dollare per anoum, Omaba
only six. Four of the Lincoln cluls are
affiiated with the Natiosal Federation,
while Omaha has ope. 1 am advised
she could have only three.

Now, upon whatever basis you put it.
whether upon number of clubs, whe'her
upon number of mombers, whether upon
representation in State Federation or
representation o National Federation,
it would seem that Lincoln is entitled to
gome repressotation.  Past resulls ehow
that there has not been good manage-
ment, but elub women are apt learvers,
and whiie we deplore that sectionalism
should euter into state work, yet, when
one section wili take to iteelf everythiog
in sight, it is time for other parts of the
state towaken up. At least, Omaha is
pot so much to be criticised for looking
out for Omaha, as other pars of the
state are for not looking out for them-
selves.
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in a little leailct issued by the Denver
ladies, they request that all delegates to
the Bieonial arrive by ncon of the day
preceding the first meeting and report
during the afternoon to the credential
committee which they will find loecated
at the Brown Palace Hotel, Broadway.
between Seventeenth and FEighteeath
atreete. This committee will be in ses-
gion Monday afternoon, June 20th, from
2105 o'clock; Morday evening, June
20th, from 8 t» 10 o'clock; Tuesday
morning, June 3ist, from 9 1o 12 o'cleck:
Tuesday alternoon, Juce 2lst2from 2to
S5 o'elock; Tuesday evening, June Zlet
from S to 10 o’clock: Wednesday morn-
ing, June 22ad, from S0 to 10250
o'cilick.

The board will meet on Monday even-
ing. The council will meet on Tuesday
morning, and there will be a joiot meet-
ing of these Tuesday alternoon and a
and a social meeting Tuesuay eveniog.
The fourth Biennial (which will be the

first meeting of delegates) will convene
at the Broadway theatre between Seven-
teenth and Eeighteenth etreets on
Broadway, Wednesday worping, June
22nd, at 10 o'clock.

The visiting card of each delegate
must be attached to ber credential
blank.

Club reccipts for Bievnial dues for
1808 must be presented with credentials,

All club women are requested to wear
upon arrival a krot of light blue ribbon
upon the ghoulder, by which the recep-
tion committee will ideatify them.

Members of the reception committee
will wear the colors vellow and white.
If possible, it is desirable for dele-
gates to be in Denver by Tuesday
poon. Still, delezates arriving Wedoes-
day morning will be in t'me for the
opening of the convention.

A
reasurer, Mrs. M. V. Nichols, : 1
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Mapy important questions are to come
before this Biennial; some of which wil|
take the form of amendment to the con
stitution, and if delegates koow of these
proposed changes they can be consider
ing them at home and come prepared to
vote intelligently and give their reasone,

One important question will be “Tow
are we to meet the expenses of the Gen-
eral Fedaration. So far the income ac-
cruirg from club duee has only partially
met the expenses. They have been
supplimented by private donations. No
officer receives a salary or any compen-
eation for her services, and the iuncome
has not even b-«n suflicient to meet the
necessary traveling expenses of the
president. This question will give rise
to one of the most important amend
menis to the constitution which pro-
poses to tax the c'ubs aonoally ten per
cent per capita except the clubs having
a membership of less than fifty, such
clubs to pay tive cdollars annual dues.
Another proposilion is to Lave the dues
paid annually instead of biennially.

Either of these changes would oasly
double the dues of the smalier clubs,
but it would make a great increase
in the receipls from the large
clubs of eeveral hundred members,
who are now only paying ten dol
lars biennially. Take a club of six hun-
dred members and their anoual dues
would be sixty dollars instead of five
dollars as at present. At first thought
thie seems too large a tax, but whea
figured out it is less in proportion than
the small club paye. For instance,
the club of sixteen would (under the
proposed amendment) be taxed more
than three times as much per capita as
the large club.

There is ancther proposition that each
S-ate Federation shall be taxed twenty-
five cents per club and thus assist the
General Federation. At first thought
this would pot scem unreasonable. Still,
most of our State Federations are not
meetiog the expenees of their local offi-
cers and Divine writ commands that we
care for those of our own houeehaold first.

Apother question which will undoubt-
edly ba raised is whether individual
clubs shall still continue to be represent-
ed in the General Federation or whether
the representation shall be confined to
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the State Federations. There are some
very sirong arguments for and against
this proposea change and its settlement
will depend largely upon how the ques-
tion of finance is settled. In fact, it is
part of the tinance question.

Still, we must remember that the
Gegeral Federation is the natural evolu-
ticn of the etate organization and seems
to demand that it be placedon a self
supporting busie. Ten per cent per
capita does not geem too much. Yet
when is wou!d take filty to one bundred
dollars from a club per aonum it is a
debatable queation where the expendi
ture of tiat much money can do the
mosl good for that club. In looking
over this much vexed question' we must
not ignure the benefit that came from
union and organization. Still, if only
State Federations are to be 1epresented
in the General Federation it is doubtful
if the individual clubs will receive the
same benefits from the Biennial that
they now do. [Itis a many sided ques-
tion and each phase is more or less de-
pendent upon the decisions preceding
it. For instance, if the dues are paid
bienpially, as now, the proposed tax
wculd be lessened by half, or if they are
paid annually they would double the
present income without the per capita
tax, ete.

Tnere will be plenty of chance for dis.
cussion,

The by-laws provide that “no officer
ghall be eligible to the same general of-
tice for more than two terms consecutive-
ly.” Hence, the election of a new pres-
ident becomes a necessity. Mrs. Sarah
5. Platt, of Denver, has been prominent-
ly mentioned for this place. and there
is no question as to her ability as a
leader. She will make astrong, forceful
executive. Here 1s to Mrs. Platt as our
next president!
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The president of the Nebracka Feder
ation of Women's clubs, Mre, B. M.
Stoutenborough, has very courte
ously sent the Covries the year book.
It is arranged in exceptionally peat
and concise form. One feature to be
eppecially commended is the definitness

of the information of each club in the
Federation. Io fouror five lines you
find the location of the club, its name,
the names of its officers, number of
memnbers. the subjects studied during
the years of 1807.98 and a summary on
the last page tells that Nebraska has
seventy-three clubs, witha total mem-
bérship of thirty-five hundred, there are
forty-seven tywns and cities represented.
The concige form of this little book mer-
its more than passivg notica. Club
women can proudly sssume to them-
selves that it is indicative of the abiiity
of club women in that live. Every page
is full of desirable information, and s a
whoie it is an encyclopedia of Nebraska
club work. The report from the Libra-
rian is very complete and Nebraska has
reason to be proud of her traveling Ii-
brary. not yet three years old; with a
catalogue of thirty three historical
works, tweaty-three books of biography,
twenty eight of essays and critical
studies, eleven of poetry and ten of fic
tion. The report from the nlucalion.i
committes is encouraging and fell of
promise. This can be made 3 very wide
and helpful field. In coonection with
the travelieg library the Art department
of the Omaha Woman's club has ten-
dered on reasonable terms a perieg of
fifteen art portfolios, with twenty photo-
graphs of the old masters in wach.
These will be greatly appreciated by
those studying art. The work recom-
mended to local clubs is now in practi-
cal operation here and thers throughout
the state. But the desire of the presi-
dent, Mrs. Belle M. Slouianbomugb is,
that work on these lines ehall becom
more general if, indeed, pot universal.
These are the lines suggested: “Artin
the Public Schools,” “City Improve-
ment” and reciprocity work between
town and country clubs. There is a
very practical and efficient committee
in charge of the first two in Lireoin,
Neb. Information in regard to eitheg
can be obtained by writing to Mrs. . ML
l?aymnml. chairman of “Art in the Pub-
lic Schools™, or Mrs W. G. L. Taylor
cl!airmau of Civies department of.
Women's clubs. The Woman's club of



