From a sky as still as sleep,
A sudden dazzling wonder,
A darknes deep as night,
And then a burst of thunder.

Then, born in the overarch,
A whirling, swirling power,

A dowmward swoop—a lull —
A bush —and then a shower.

Then onward, swift as light,
With roar and shriek it dashes,
And carth and flesh and life
In sickening mass it crashes,

Again a calm like death,
A areary waste remaining —
A glimpse of sodden earth
Through furious raining.
—William Reed Dunroy.

A BIBLE STORY.

Hartly can>down to breaklast, clean
shaven and with a clean paper collar.
H> was solemn looking en~ugh at any
time but a clean shave acd a clean co'-
lir gave him a double aspect ot stern
Paritinism. But te ever-twinkling in
his eye and the ever-tvitzhiog about the
corners of his mouth bet-ayed him to be
a keen obs rver.

“Goad morning, Maudy,” be sa'd io
a hollow wnice to bis wife. “Gool mirn-
ing Will—Clara—Sarie —gooi moraing,”
to the children. Then not another word
uitil he had finished his caikee, bad
finished bis muffine and coffze, had
finished folding his napkin and p'a-ed
it under h's glass, as be bai dooe for
years and years.

“Mandy,” he said mrst solemnly as he
pushed back his chair and half rose,

‘Maudy do you know which part of the
Bible the book of Hezakiah is in?”

“Why, certainly, it"a in the Old Testi-
ment."”

“1 think you are mistaken, Maudy.”
He bad moved over to the door leadiog
to the outer hall.

“Bat I just know it's in tha Old Testa-
ment. ['ver:ad out ol it there lots of
times."”

“Perhaps it would be we!l to leok it up
and mske certain,” and he had dis
appeared into the hall and was already
out the front door.

At the gats bhe mat Deacon Roberiecon,
a little dried facel man with a qu ck,
aervous wialk snd a sharp, snappy way
of talking. The deacoa prided himself
on his prayers at the meeticg and bis
koowledge of the Bible.

“3ood moraing, Deacon,—nice morn-
ing” Hartly said as they walked down
town. '

«Yes, nice, very nice.”

Hart!y spoke of many thinge and final-
ly of the prayer meeting the night be-
fore.

¢ By the way, Deacon’ ke said in a
s'ow, drawling tone, I m2ant toask you
a question last pight, but you got away
t2>scon. I want you totell we io which
part of the Bibl> you fiad the book of
Hezekimh. I'm not quit: cartain.”

“0ld Testament, certainly.”

“Are you quite sure? ”

“Could I be mistaken, sir, I who know
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the Book from beginning 10 end like the
alphabst? Xo, my dear sir, no!”

“But you might, you know." Hartly
was just leaving the Deacon’s store
whera th2 latter turoed 1n.

“No, ¢ir. I koow. I ksow. The Ol4
Testament. Iwas readingout ol it only
last Sunday.”

“Better look it up for certsin, Deacon.
You'll feel better about it.” Hartly
moved ofl dowxn the etreet.

He stappead iato tae office of the lo:al
newspapir—1 weekly couducted by
Raverend Horace Walker. Walker hiad
b2en a little too pronounced ia his views time and iet m= kvow.”
and had gone into the pewspaper busi-  The editor wasa shrewd mao patural-
rees as affordiog bim more lee way o ]y ard life about the office had made
tarn tham loose. lle was a hard stu  him shrewder. There was something

dent; a man weil versed on evory sabi-et about Harily's eye and h's mouth as he

and especially all phases of theolegy.
He perhaps had a beiter understanding
of the Bible than anyone in the little
t »wn, but for a moment he was taken off
his guard by the innocent question of
Hartly.

“Why, Mr. Hartly, I would say it was
in the Old T.stament.”

*Quite sure?”

“Yes, quite sure.”

“Well, vou're the third that's_said s2,™
answered Hartly backiog off toward the
door, It must be go, but yet I don't be-
lieve it is. You might look it up some

spoke and something about a little
chuckle that escaped Hartly as he went
o1t through the door that aroused
Walker's suepiciose. He pulled down
the Bible (every well equipped news-
piper office tinds the Bible asindispensa-
ble as the dic'ionary and last directory)
and rapid'y ran through tha table of
contents.

He found Nehemiah and Jermiah
and Obadiabh and Zephaniah and Zec-
hariah bot no book of Hezekiah. f{hen
he shut th» book with a bang and went
out to find Harlly,

When the editor returned he told the
story to the “foreman,” the “lramp-
priut,” who gad fallan into the office
that day and the “Jdevil,” who worked
the baod press alter school hours.

Years aft:rxards the story came ints
the mind of the “devii” again whea he
was hard preesed for copy, and hy wrole
it down.

This is the story.

Higay G, Smeon.
TR e

He - Take dress, servants and child-
ren out of the conversation of your sex
what would you bave left?

She (cont 'atfcdly)—Our friends

Hewitt—1 don't s shy you incure
¥our life for 210,000; vy haven aay
irimnds to leave it to

Jewatt—I'll have friends

enough i
L. ve 310,000 coming. g 1

Johouie and Willie— What is it that
makes vou chorus girls so fascinating?
Dolly acd Tossie —We giva it up.




