1
|
|
|
E

i e S,

THE COURIER.

&
OBSERVATIONS.
{Continucd from page 2 |
The property holders of thiscity

must organize for self-protection if
they proge se to retain any portion of
that which can be subjected to taxa-
tion. The city charter provides that
if any citizen or citizens shall be of
the opini m that any civil liability,
arising out of contract or otherwise,
exists in behalf of the eity, against
any person or persons, he or l_he_\' may
demand of the city attorney that he
commence an action in the name of
the city for the enforcement of such
liability, and if the city attorney re-
fuses to commence such action or fails
to commence it for one week after de-
mand. such citizen or citizens may
commence and prosecute such action
inthe name of the city at their own
expense. Members of the city coun-
cil are required to give bond condi-
tioned that they will not vote forthe
expenditure of money or the creation
of any liability in excess of the
amount allowed by law. The action
of the city council at its last meeting
in voling to employ two attorneys was
unauthorized. By this action an op-
portunity is afforded (o test the value
of this provision of the city charter
giving citizens the right to insti-
tute a suit if the city attorney, on
demand. refuses (o institute the
same. An organization of citizens
should be perfected and an investiga-
tion had, and if it is ascertained that
a liability on the official bonds of the
members of the council exists on ac-
count of any illegal acts since they
were inducted intooflice, action should
be at once commenced on the bonds
against the delinquent officials and
they she be given anopportunity
toemploy attorneys at their own ex-
pense rather than at theexpense of
the public, and to defend theiraction
inthe courts. Nothing but organized
and determined action on the part of
the taxpayers will rescue this eity
from impending bankruptey and, ap-
parently, nothing but the judgment
of acourt will teach tha members of
ihe city council that they are public
servants and that they must be wade
toobey the law. The city charter
also gives to any taxpayer in the city
the right to appeal to the district
court from the allowance of any claim
exceeding the sum of #25..00 If any
claimis ever allowed in pursuance of
the resolution adopted at the last
neeting of the city conncil an appeal
should be taken and payment of the
rlaim <honld be resisted. The time to
organize is now.

A FIRE-SIDE TALE.

Grandmother leaned back in her huge
rocker and shielded bher eyes from the
beat and light of the grate fire. The
shaded lump was turped low and the
tongues of flame in the fire, darting up
and dissppearing in the chimney, cast
ever-moving sbadows on her locsely

tone, “my uncle. James Gillespie was a
man who suffered disappointments. The
wy that big log burns in the grate, re-
minds me of him, for he was fond of that
kiod of a fire.”

We peitled back in our chiirs, closing
our books softly. Ned, who was sitting
on the sofa, took the pillows from behind
his back anl lay at full length, Lis eyes
closed.

. “He was a quiet mar, one of the kind
who never says much but is always do-
ing. He wassby acd bickward when
be was a boy, and awkward in his man-
pers, 100, but no one ever got abead of
Uoncle James in schaol, except in gram-
mer, and he dida't take to that study

somehow

"M.wm'l. a boy in Greenvi'le, ror |

a man for that matter, who could figure
like bim, and then there wasn't bis
equal for milesaround 1n runoiog, jump-
ing, skating and all the rest of the sports
we had in those daye."”

“He grew to be tall, broad-shouldered
and straight as ano lodian.

blue eyes, I ever looked into.”
*His face was tanned but flushed as

His hair .'
was black and he bad the most hones!

Painting Y our Homes.

Is amatter of man, brush and paint more of

less.

. of the three.

and paint that has color.

The paint is not the Jeast important
You want paint that sticks

he main point in

paint besides prettiness is perfect body and

paint that holds on.
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ticalar bug bear. He waen't afraid of

tramping home through the woods, late |

in the darksst night, altera day’s thresh-
ing, and with ooly his flail over his
shoulder for his prolectior: but he'd
give almost any excuse anc goto almost
any extreme to keep from going to a
party uotil Mary Evans came to live in
Gre-nville.

Her father built a big houee about |
half a mile from us, and folks used to!

say lhat there were more partiee given
there in the winter t_an io any other
two houses in town.

Mary was very much liked and was
taken up and mude a leader right away.
She had a real sweet voice and used to
sing in the church choir every Sundsy.”

Gragdmother leaned forward and
brushed back iato the ash-pan, a bit of
burning wood. Ned turned on his side
aod looked into the fire. No ope said
anything asd Grendmother wenton:

“Well, Uncle James fell in love with
Mary Evaps. Those who koew him
well, Lnew that Uncle James had loved
for the first, 1ast, and for all time. |

She was a nice girl, but her head was
turned by the Hattery and when ehe

fioally had at he, feet, Uncle James, who
before she came, had run from thes>und |
ofa girl's voice, she was very much |
clated. She waso’t a girl who could ap |
preciate, or deserve a man like him, udl
if she'd realized how much it meant to|
him, sho'd never have led bim on &s she |
did. '
Finally she promised t> warry him I
and the wedding was set for June. It
was the middle of winter then. Uncle |
James was the happiest man in the state |
of Maice. He worked early ani late ts!
raice ecouzh money to build a bouse !
inthe spring oo some land his father!
gave bhim, and used to plan with your |
father’s folks just how much bhe would |
be able to make off his little farm every

r.

’-W.ll. there’s no use o teling sl
about it. You read lots of things like it |
nowadsys, and don’t think eo much of
them. Mary’s folke sent her up to Bos- |
ton that winter to visit a wealthy aunt |
and to buy some wedding frocks. She
meant to slay a week, but Mary en her
aunt took to each other, aud the visit |
grew from weeks to months.

Uncle James dido'c say much, but he
grew a little thinner and older-looking,
especially after Mary began to write |
shor: notes only once or twice a month.1
Finally ove day, he got a letter which |
told him in straggling eentences l!nt’.j
she was sorry, but it hud all been a mis- |
take and she had never loved him esnd
mow she bad met her fate, and so on—a |
lot of nonsense and rubbish, and at last
asking him to give her up.

I never saw a man break down g0 com-
pletely in a single day,—yes, in a single |
hour, as Uncle James did. He worked
along mechanically, complaining to no
ope and giving no explacation of the
affair. Some time after that, his father
died and it took pearly all of his care-
fully saved money to pay the fuueral |
expenses. |

Thea he worked for his invalid sis'er.
who was about fifteen years older than |
he. An old friend of the family moved in |
went smoothly enough, and Uncle James |
speat all his time on the farm. The |
next his maired sister came,
after her husband's death, with her two |
little children, and made three more for
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him to support.

Well, the years went on, and as time
passed great changes took place amoong
the old circle of frienus in Greenvills.
Some died, many murried and went
away, and those of us who remained
found cares and troubles of our own, ae
our familiess grew up around us. We
then saw little of Uncle James. He lived
out on the Jamestown road you know,
and your father and I went housekeep-
ing over acroes the cre:k on the west
side ¢8 it was called. But we beard
offhim frcm time to t‘me. He npever
married. I always said he never would
and his whole beart was bound up in the
boy, his nepbew “Young Jim™ as they
called him. There was nothing tos good
for that boy and Uncle James was o
poud of the bright, handsome fellow.
He sent him off to school and gave him
esery advaotage inthyse days, and Ugcls
James Lad to pinch and savesothat Jim
might get on in the worll.

Well, the boy did seem a credit to the
fimily. He was handeome as a picture.
and we women found it easy to under-
stand wby Uncle James loved him, but
the men bad n» patience with bim, and

sometimes when ove or 1wo came back.
from business trips to Boston, they «

brought with them tales of Jim's life
there at schosl which weren’t to his

credit. [ always hoped Uncle Jamiés-

never heard thoze storiee.

The blow fell at last though, aid dear
me! How well 1 remember what an ex-
cilement it made. It was iust at the be-
gioning of the Christmas hnlidays and
Uncle James had prepared as a great
surprise for Jim, to go und visit him in
Boston and coms back bome for Christ-
mas-dioner. He waen'ta very old man,
Uncle James wasn't, but you must re-
member he was a steady worker all his
life, and 1 think his strengih was used
up more thao aoy ol us suspected. At
aoy rate, when word came to him on the
very day that be hzd planned to start

or Boston, that “Young Jim”™ had di--
aspeared after having been discovered
in the forgery of a aote to aconside able
amount, Uncle James broke right down.
He settled the note and it took every-
thing he had. But I never thought he
cared 8o much for that. He loved the
boy eo, you see.

He dido't live very long after that
just faded away. HHe never complained
nor murmured, and wouldnt hear a
word sa:d agaiost him, and only used to
gay it must have bzen in some way his
fault, maybe ne “hadn’t raised bim
right.” And one day in the early spring
he died. People came for miles and
miles around to go to Lhe funeral, each
one with some story of the goodness and
gentle, self sacrificirg kindness of the
man; no one ever remembeced having
heard him speak a harsh or anmgry word.
And I eay again, when I think of him,
that there was a life of disappointment
and self-sacrifice, if ever there was one.”

And Grandma softly wipad her eyes,
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