- g N it | oy, Sl
R 1 e J
o ,“: o Y v 3
vl 12 NO 46

BSTABLISHED IN 1386

NEB.. SATURDAY. NOVEMBER 13, 1897,

EXTERED IN THE POSTOFFICE AT LINCOLY AS
SECOXD CLASS MATTER.

PUBLISHED EVERY SATURDAY
e
THE GOURIER PRINTING AND PUBLISHING GO

L]
Office 1132 N street, Up Stairs
Telephone 384.

SARAH v, HARRIS,
DORA BACHELLER

- Editor
Business Manager

Subecription Rates—In Advance.

Per annum..........cco0cunens 32 00
Sixmonthe.................... . 100
Threemonths................... 50
One month....... raae Gt b Ola 29
Singlecopies.................... 05
® OBSERVATIONS. 4

‘ammos

Even tne Chicago papers are devot-
ing space and illustrationsto the evils
of the slot machines. The Chicago
eity council has not heard anything
about it and will not be apt to on ac-
count of its personelle, several indi-
viduals of which own some very profit-
able saloons where slot machines whir
merrily all day long, The relations
between private profit and civie duty
are just as loose in Chicago as they
are in Lincoln. But [ have not yet
heard it hinted that the mayor of Chi-
cago receives Lifty per cent of the pro-
tits from each machine in the city.
In Lincoln a machine in a popular
saloon is said to make about twenty-
five dollars a dayv. which is twelve
dollars and a hall clear profit to the
proprietor. ‘The latent passion for
gambling which is the inevitable in-
peritance of every human being, only
needs a little cultivation in youth to
become the dominating passion of the
man. It is far more common and re-
sponds more quickly to cultivation
than the drink habit. Very few juve-
piles. for instance, like any aleoholie
drink. They swallow it with a gri-
mace and like it only after experience
has taught them the effects. Com-
pare this reluctance with the zest
with which children play games of
chance and it will be admitted that

the professor of gambling has an eas)
task. Within convenient access of
every pulnlir seliwool in this eity. there
is 4 news stand. candy store. or cigar
stand which contains one or more of
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these machines. Thev are in many
forms<. the most common heing a

wheel studded with pegs which allows
a marble 1o bound from one 1o an-
other with the possibility of winning
ninetyv-five cents on an investment of
five.  Where the play-ground was for-
merly filled with bovs playving mar-
bles, topsor ball, aceording to the sea-
these lollypop shops are} filled
with urchins wearing the nervons and
strained expression of the failures who
sit about the tables at Monte Carlo,
Let any of the councilmen or official®
whoare responsible for this state of
things visit the news stiand in the
Brace bloek, At these hours of the
day when recitations do not elaim
them. they will tind the room filled
with hoys from the high school, mak-
ing cigarettes. swearing. gamblirg
and engaged in the culture of any-
thing which seenw likely 1o smok-
them worthiess and obnoxious mem-
bers of society. In a few vears they
will be eandidates for county and city
offices and some of them will be elect -
ed and the character of their adminis-
tration will be due in part to the con-
duct of the city by the mayor and eity
council in the vears when they were
hovs., viz: 156, 97 and 98 Some of
the most impressionable will then be
prepared  to assume the attitudes of
the loafers who are now cumbering
the highway at Eleventh and O and
Tenth and . The mavor and city
council are neglecting a sacred duiy
when they do not investigate the slot
machines, and the evil they do to the
children.
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There are many who think the jury-
men in the Luetgert trial. who refused
to vote for the conviction of Adolph
Luetgert, were bribwd. The big sau-
sage nmker has a brute’s face and a
brute’s hody.  Psvehologically he was
capable of committing the erime he jis
charged with. It was shown that he
loathed his wife and loved a maid.
Such a temperament urged by
well as hate would be capable of sit-
ting all night long by a bubbling vat
in which heat and ehemicals were re-
ducing the flesh and bones of his wife
toa viscons liguid from which police-
men andg anatondsts would not he able
to reconstruct Mrs. Luetgert.  Prob-
ably he is guiltvasenarged.  Possibly
he is not. He should have the benetit
of the doubt. Mrs. Luetgert. partially
demented by the danger. dieulties
and  disgust of connubial existence
with Luetgert may have wandered off
and died. or may be earning her living
as a servant in some secluded farm
house.  Disappearances are of such
frequent oceurrence that convietion of
murder where the hody cannot be pro-
dueced should he based upon absolutely
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awless and impeceable evidenees, The
evidenee in the Luetgert ense isvery
far from being of sueh a charmeter. As
to hanging him just becanse he 1sa
brute and capable of the erime as
charged, the working out of such a
principle would deprive this country
of many prominent citizens who have,
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toes ot contemplate, por has it for
veuars, experiment with rare seod<s with
a view to the enlargement of agricul-
tural possibitivies in the United States
Irisan injustiee 1o all but the eom-

parative few who receive the seods,

s far. managed 1o Keep aut of the
reach of theexecutioner.,  Hanging on
suspicion. even on a general reputa-
tion of hrutality, belongs only ina
digest of Ivoneh ws and cannot be ree-
ommended to any community or jury.
The judicial mind of the obstinate
juror in the Luetgert trial may bave
obstructed justice: on the other hand
it may have saved a brote, born with
dull sensibilities and little moral
sense. from a punishment which he
had done nothing to deserve.  Better
theeseape of a hundred eriminals than
that one innocent man  should be
hurled from that shameful platform
with the bitter convietion in his eon-
genitally elouded mind that Gaod and
humanity are unjust. The very seri-
ous effects of the newspaper aceonnts
of such a ease as Luetgert'soras Guld-
ensuppe’s, upon immature, nnhealthy
minds, or the temporarily morhid
mind of a woman, cannaol he est inpated.
These cases should be quarantined.
the infection restricted at least to
a neighhborhood. at least 1o the gener-
ation alive at the time they take
place.  Many erimes society is pespon-
sible for. and there is @ certain justice
in the environment which caused a
erime being made to suffer in sensi-
bilitles and reputation for what it
produced. but the hungry generations
vel 1o come will have troubles encugh
of 1heir own,
=

It isapity that the distribution of
[ree seeds by congressmen cannot he
stoppedl. There an
omist or honest thinker in any busi-
ness whoe ecan give any good reason
why thousands of dollars shonld be
spent annually for seeds to he present -
ed to owners of the most productive
soil in the world.  Seeretary Morton’s
cotfidence in himself has never been
disturbed. not even by the jibes of his
agricultural constituents when they
failed to get their annual packetr of
seeds., The distribution is an injus-
tice to every  eitizen of this eountry
who does not  receive a packet. bt
who is taxed to pay for it. The orig-
inal intention of the law was toen-
courage the trial and acelimatizing of
foreign plants. The advertisements
that Secretary Wilson has sent ot
ask for bids only on seeds< of heet, cal-
hage, turnip. squash. ete., as well as
well as flower seeds. Ouly the ordi
nary varieties in the stoek of a dealer
in seeds Is asked for. The scheme
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and  bears especially hard upon the
men in the sesd business,  The gov-
ernment s without any  ethieal or
lronstitutional right  to forve  the
seed  dealers o compete  agninst
orival so isolated from the  rules
which  control  the  commeree  of
iiurli\'ichml- as o nation, Bt

1 he present seeretary has no notion of
hlluwing his popularity to e affeeted
hy refusing o distribute a largess
which neitner he nor the government
has any right to bestow.  He realizes
1hat it is more important for his
future prospects to please  and con-
cilate than it s todo even handed
Justive 1o the people whose agricul-
tural interests< he has been appointed
to look after. Secretary Wilson s,
first of all. a practical politician, Frong
his point of view it would he foolish
to follow in the footsreps of a prede-
essor whose administration from an

thical and business standpoint was a
brilliant success, but whe was polit -
eally a failure.
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There are still these who sav they
believe that women's elubs are a fad
that will scon be furgotten for a new
expression of the gregarious instinets.
All things deeay as saon as they ceanse
to grow and change.  In the ten vears
or more sinee culture clubs hegan to
displace swial gatherings the ten-
deney of the larger ones has bevn to-
wards the study of economies in the
household, family, school amd ey,
and away from pierely literary <tudy,
which every intelligent person casn
st as well <tudy by himselfl as ina
The study  of municipal prob-
ls richly rewarded in
uEny cities by the active partieipa-
tronof women in  the stree* ecleaning,
eharity avd publiec sehool department s
a'eity government, This is the fing
cad of the elub movement: organi-
zation for the sake of improvemsnt in
ihe home. the sehool and the eity
Asseeiation for mental improvement
is landable and  pleasant
turbanee such s war or pestilenoe
will interrupt and des<troy i,
ation for the purpose of actively par-
licipating in municipal life will s
strengthened by any cecasion wiich
threatens existence orgdliberty. Wik
if Paris in the time of the Revolution
hadd heen ey
clubs, the membership of whieh le-
longed 1o all classes of seviety. In-
stead of the demoniacal. frenzied. dis-
heveled whe  paraded
SIreels Paris earrving
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