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Mr. Cleveland's retirement into pri-
vate life has, for some mysterious
reason. purified his english. On the
occasion of Princeton’s 150th anniver-
sary, Mr. Cleveland’s speech on the
duties of self made men was clear and
pointed. His public utterances while
he was president were weighted with
meaning so profound that no one was
able toaccept or defend his messages
with the assurance that a partizan or
opponent shonld have. Hissentences,
when he was chief executive of this
magnificent country, were so filled
with parenthetical clauses, dependent
sentences and adverbial elauses that
the original subject and predicate
were lost sight of.  The Princeton ad-
dress is i witness of the return of the
period to Mr. Cleveland’s oracular
speecnes,  He is no longer speaking to
a nation.  Ascitizen Clevelard, he is
exhorting the sueeessful man to a
sense of his responsibility to the
country and community that has re-
warded his industry and invention
with success, The passing of the co-
lons and semicolons from Mr. Cleve-
land’s compositions and the trinmph-
ant return of the period. is hailed by
tne common people with  humble
gratitude.  We can understand our
prophet onee again, It might have
been far sighied diplomacy  which
cansed the turgidity and verbosity of
Mr. Cleveland’s official communica-
tions. They can be taken to mean
almost anything or nothing, so that
if at any future time the United
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States government should find it de-
sirble to elude the interpretation
put upon Mr. Cleveland’s state letters
by foreign diplomats, it will he easy
to do so,  As eitizen Cleveland. he
still has long. deep thoughts which
will take root in the American eivie
consciousness if he can make them
plain and simple enough. His speech
at Princeton was anly a shadow of the
encvelopediae speeches of  President
Cieveland, but it was full of =ound
doctrine in simple dignitied english.
It teok a straight road from the brain
of the speaker to the comprehension
of thase whao listened to him. all he-
cause he eschewed adverbials, depen-
dents and parentheses. It is the cus-
tom of a self made man to worship his
creator and Mr. Cleveland’s speech
was nol without this tendeney. But
life long habit is not to be broken up
ina single efort.  The man who has
conquered circumstances is weleome
to a little bravado. He is a hero com-
pared to that culpably useless elass
“who,” Mr. Cleveland says. “having
educational acquirements and fitness
for beneficial work, do no more than
exploit their acquirements in the
false and unhealthy sociability of elub
life or tind in them only aids 1o the
selfish pleasure of constantly restjess
foreign travel and aceessories to other
profitless enjovment.  Such a waste
of qualifications for valuable serviee
is especially blameworthy ina country
like ours. where so many national
problems remain unsolved. and where
vast development awaits the mest
strennous activicy and effort.  Evi-
dence isconstantly acenmulating that
at no point can the self made man do
more vitally useful work than in the
field of polities. The fact that this
word signifving the science of govern-
ment and the administration of pub-
lie affairs is associated in the common
mind with sharp manipulation and
smaath deeeit, plainly shows how bad-
Iv it has been “soiled with all ignoble
use,” while the contempt with which
self-seeking candidacy and party
serviency, even in a canvass new pend-
ing. speaks of disinterested citizens
who are organized tosecnre good gov-
ernment: as ‘a modern school of doe-
trinaires’ and as ceollege professors,’
startlingly illustrates how confidently
arrogant partisanshipdares to insult
thoughtful and intelligent eitizen-
ship.”
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Sinee the first settlement of the Pur-
itans in  this counrty, primogeniture
has been almost a dead letter. In Eu-
rope such a will as the late George M.
Pullman’s is without a parallel. Even
where an estate is not entmled and
the eldest son is an incorrigible seape-
grace the largest share is invariably
devised to him. In Ameriea the eld-

est son has no greater claim to the
father's estate than the  voungest
daughter. It isa tribute 1o the sense
of justice possessed by the early eol-
onists that in leaving England they
did not attempt to transplant a cus-
tom so firmly established as that of
primogeniture.  This side of the At-
lantie. from he first has exercised the
paternal privilege of leaving property
to deserving offspring irrespective of
age or sex. Mr. Pullman made his
maney by ereating a new industry. He
labared for a large part of his life with
his hands, and all of his life with his
head. He acquired a sense of the res
ciprocal relations that one member o f
the community, be he laborer or em-
plover, bears 1o the community as a
whole,  His sons never earned anvy
money atd never gained that sense of
responsibility, or of being a part of a
large whole which labor teaches. Mr.
Pallman’s will is a lesson to other in-
corrigible scape-graces to learn the
responsibility of wealth if they do not
wish to live on a few thousand a vear.
In this case however, there is but little
doubt that Mrs, Pullman will leave
her share of the seven millicn to the
snubbed twins, whao by that time may
have learned the inconvenience of
comparative poverty and may thus
be willing to learn at  last  “the
responsibilities of wealth.”
-

Beform and reformers have attained
unpleasant signiticance in the mindsof
Newrvorkers and to eitizens of other
and smaller cities because a reformer.
bowever honest can scarcely help, be-
coming a bit of a pharisee. To start
with. his attitude of condemnation
towards the administration, state or
city as it bappens to be, of his resi-
dence, presupposes the possession of a
higher grade of morality and intelli-
gence than the ofieials whom he con-
demns.  Meén who take things as they
are, are generally convineed that re-
form is impossible and that a reform-
er is detestable because he is no het-
ter than other people but pretends 1o
be.  In practieal polities bribes are
given and taken as a matter of course
and as a matter of course with ecen-
turies of historieal precedent to justi
fv the harter when men like mavor
Gralam get into office 1hey reimburse
themselves for the expenses of the
campaign hy selling appeint-
ments. From the point of viewof the
practical politician the protests which
the newspapers amd reformers make
on discovering what thev eall eorrup-
tion i= all nonsense and the reformer
is a fraud whe is trving to work some
scheme of his own., Tammany used
the mistakes. which the reform ad-
ministration has made in New York,
against reform  itself. It is easy
envugh to ereate a sentiment against

a reformer. N\ real one isseveral bun-
dred vears abead of his generation,
he tncderestimates the diMeulties in
Lhe way of overturning things as they
are and overestimates hisown ability
o convinee the community that a
change is necessary, he mistakes hope
for the power Deeessry o overcoms
inertia and altogether there are very
few reformers who accomplish i reyv-
olution.  Those who suceeed in hrings
ing about a revolution come, like Lu-
ther at the erd of an epoch instead of
at the beginning of a new one, Lucky
Luther put himself at the head of the
protesting party within the €atholic
Chureh which bad been forming ever
sinee the abuses began and he sueeeed-
el in establishing a new sect. A few
vears eartier he would have been put to
death as a heretie and fanatie. Henry
George  contemplated @ community
where the law of seltishiess and com-
petition is sneeeeded Iy the law of
love and forbearanee. If the Bible
and evolution are true, suech a2 social
life is the only basis of existence for
society but the world takes its own
time to establish  that  condition.
Meanwhile it is questionable if the
visomary. even if he be a true seer
miakes a good mayor under the present,
law, because he will not use the means
at band to improve conditions of ex-
Fhey are like prohibitionists
who would mther see a town honey-
combed with blind pigs than allow
utilitarians to regulate saloons hy 2
high licence amd enforee laws forbid-
ding the selling of liguor te minors
ete. Yet the world moves onward
with many backward slides heecanuse @
few always defeated reformers reveal
their visions of o pew earth to honest
mien who Lingh at them as visionaries
but who nevert heless, are inspired by
the heavenly logic to more st rennous
exert ions for righteonsness” sake,
-

Wihien a man sends word 1o gt her

Istenece,

tocome Lo his house or office or eon-
nives toget him there without an ae-
tual invitation, the visitor. sinee  the
time when the nomad Abrmbam dis-
pensed the hospitality of the desert,
i= under the protection of the host,
Only a narure more crude amd haser
than a savage can forget this law
which was obeyved hefors the inven-
tion of ietters,  Students of Assvrian
lore whe can read what man st jore-
serve of legends hnndreds of vears
old hwfare they were thus recorded in
pictures instead of words, note The in-
sistance on the law of protection by
host of visitor. OF course in that early
time, obedience 1o such g law was in-
sisted upen because then. even meore
than now, evers

against his hrot her.

mian's haud was
No one felt then

that he was part of a pattern which
mishehavior would speil but every e
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