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The Wine of Dhassi.

In all the history of the “White Regi-
ment” they had never met with such a
man a8 Edwarde. The experienc> of
this regiment runs in one direction, and
is great, very great, aa everv one from
Port Said to Aswar can tell you.

The cellar of their mess con'ains the
tinest and choicest liquors that can be
socure | with money, experience and
skill. tianius has at times not baen want-
ing when an unusual by fine sllotment
has been with held from them by some
stubborn dealer. But these sloties can
be told another time.

Edwards was an Awerican and he
was voled by the whole mess to ba

good enough.” Every one who knows
thesa men will 121l you that when they
declare ove to be goxd enough, that indi-
vidual is indeed one of the favored ones
of fortune. For of al regiments of
the live none are more careful in their
glection of ucquaintances, especially of
civilians,

They seemed to take to Edwards
however, as il he was ona of Ihemstllru.
And io fact the one thisg which they
re:retted above all others was that he
was pot one of them.

He was a men who had scen service,
and seivice of that nature which they
themselves had experienced. Oneday
while Mart'n, their crack itfleman, was
practising he bad been asked to sheot,
but refused. However upon being urged
he had placed ten shots from a repeating
rifle in the epot where Maytin at best
could only put five. Apd with the re-
volver — I may say that after the officers
of the regiment had s2en him shcot, they
put bim under oath never to shoot
again as long as be should be with
them. They did not wish their young
officers to grow up in shame of them,
they eaid, nor their own character as
marksmen, which was as good as any on
the line, ruined forever. After that
the subject was never referred {o.

He always joined the mess in the
evening and dinner without him was as
bad as without the senior captain. It
was the custom in the regiment to find
out just where a man belonged. This
u-ually begins the sscond week and the
quartarmaeter directs the affair. He
slarted with the light wioes, passing up
through the heavy ones, endirg with the
brandies and whiskies. From the
amount which a man is able (o stand,
his position is determined.

The American tinished the wine list as
il it bad been water and the whiskies were
jike the wines. They had never dreamed
of this sort of thing. Consultatione and
private plennings were frequent. A
course of mixed drinks was tried but ali
the concoctions that human ingenuity
could form frcem  liquor faled ridicu-
lously, The only man who had ever
approached such a record was their own
Colonel Rollins, but he had tinally sue-
cumbed. They wera totally nenglused.
Edwards was cheerful and indiffereat
through it all.

Now in the White Regiment there
was a rumor which had lived from be.
yond the memory of man. In the ce'lar
of tha mese, g0 it saye. there was some
where a wine, the eifects of which nere
g0 different from ondinary wines that it
should be used only ia great emergen-
cies. Onee it had been used but that
was so long ego that pothing is remem-
bered of it, Except that the result was
such that thess who saw its workings
never epoke of it they never whispared
it even among themseives,

jut this wasa great emergoney, apd
the quartermaster, senior captain and a
major decided that if such a wina really
existed, now was the tme to use it. So
the threespent an hour searchiog be
hind caske, over wine cases, throvgh
pyramids of tlasks, jugs and dem-johns,
until fisally some doz=n bottlea were dis-
covered hidden away in a little niche,

The three returned covered with dust

.ml cobwebs but jubilant: each boarin' *ro0eve o0 5008054
a strange looking bottle beneath his
arm. A label of coarse, rotling paper |
was clinging to each upm which the
officers deciphered the word, “Dbass’.”

On the followirg evening the mess|
seemed to be filled with a suppressed
excitemeot. Every officer was presant,
trying to look codlly indifferent, bat
failirg quite conspicuously. Fdwards
was there of course, carclessly correct
and precise as ever, wondering a litt'e at
the strange fecling in the air, but not
cariog enough to tind out what it was

The officers ate scarcely anything. but
Fdwards ate an excephionally large
digper much to the disgust of the im
patieat mess.

The eyes of the officers sparkled as
they watched him pick up the bottle
of Dhassi which had been placed oefore |
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tense and drawan. |
“Make it two, by the clock of ™

Zaogoor.' |
“What is the clock by the gat s of Fort |
Amhatiue,” whispered tke senior majnrl
dowa the vible. :
“Bring the ponies acd the rope. Have
Sakor carry them, and remember, two. |
And Magoor must be at the bungalowx
at the same hour in readiness when be
comes. He muet be treatad acerrding
to his rank.” e stopped ruminatingly |
and the matter seemeld ended, when |
littls Hapelford quietly ssid “Kang Mora |
hasn’t any rank.” '
Now this was a very pliin blaff. baot
something was nseded to keep him to
the thread of his story and he 1ot a
d=sperate chance. |
“Kang Mora®" eaid Edwards a little |
crossly, “who said anything about Kang |
Mora. Tois is Prince Alar Julh of whum
I am epeaking.” |
At this name, the messstarted to their
feat -all except Hapelosd, who remained
seated with his chin on his hands
Prince Alar Julh was the most precious |
prisoper in this part of tha country and|
wa3 held in Fort Awmbhatlue. It is no
wonder that the ollicers aroe to their
fee', for the escape of the Princ» meant
a matter of 1if: or death 1) somebody.
“You didn't {ell weall | am todo alter
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THE DIAMOND PALACE,

slipped back ioto their chaira

“That’s strang-. | thought |
all about it once. ’
tating.

“You will turn him over Magoor
who wi'l watch him and tak: care of
him. You are to watck him bLeau:e ]
do not t-ust entirely. Kesp the Prioce
in good shape because when we waot|
him again he must be as gocd as when
we take him.”

“How long will be Le at the bunga.
low?” asked Hapaford.

“Not over two weeks. All you will
have to do is to ba careful. No b.dy
will ever think of looking there for him. |
The negotiations won't last so very I.mg."f
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