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‘at it, sigh soltly to themeelves, and after
dark pass down anolher street. But to
the traveller lookidg froin the car win:
dow, the poor old, dilspiduted s'ructure
sugges ta nothir g hat the incongruity of
the s'gn board. “Clurke’s Palace Hotel,”
which still | ungs by ils rusty and creak-
ing hook nod sways restless'y in the
winds that blow from the prairie un-
crasiog.

He i3 the five-year-old eon of a South
Seventeenth resident —a bright faced,
curly-headed little youogeter who hasa
wind of his own and a way of his own
in expressing bis mind. One dey this
week his father took him doan t» Rec-
tor's for soda water.

“Well, what'll you have, Fred.—ice
cream soda or phospha'e?”

The name rathir bewildered the boy
for he looked perplexed a moment acd
then with serious face said to the attend-
ant:

«Just give me the kind with euds on.”

On the way home in thestreet car, the
boy had to sit where the rays of the sun
fell annoyingly across his face and into
bis eyee. Oppoeite bim in the shade sat
a tall, lean man, with watery eyes and
a sandy. bushy beard, and a heavy brass
watch chain across his breast.

“Better sit over here on my lap,
sonay,” said the man, “and be in tLe

hade.”

“No, thank you,” replied the boy, and
then, (for none can read a man's face
quicker than children) “I think 1 jre-
fer the sur.”

The tenor—tall, dark, with curly
hair and deep, black, passicnate eyer—
stood forth and sang of faith and trust
and hope. And his voice filled the
church and thea sank away like the
wind of spriog, leaving the heat vibrat-
ing and melting into tears. Then the
song ceased altogether and silence fell
upon the audience—that silent moment
when the heart stirred to its very
depth, is not its own,

Baut back by the door a woman broke
that deathlike stillnese—a woman
clutching a worn and faded shawl
tight about her hollow shoulders and
leading a little boy. Her face was ashy
pale and her mouth set as in death and
her eyee, unlike the others, were haid
and glitteriog and dry, dry as parched
earth cf summer.

And raking the boy by the hand—the
boy, who, lika the singer, had curly bair
and deep, black, passionale eyes—ske
gathered her shawl feverishly about her
and went out.

H. G. SHEDD,

Charon—1 want double pay for my
work now.

Pluto—Why's that?

Charon--llecause | have to do double
work. The chaps who rock the boats aie
keeping me busy.

May—1 believe she has cn a last
season’s bat.

Clara—Worse!
ycar's husband!

Ste etili has ber last

Blurjowls —Yes: I am very fond of the
variety stage, and think 1'll stick to it

Footlights—Yet jou ara bardly a
variety actor. The sketch you put on
is quite “legit.”

Bluejowls—Quite o, but I get my
salary regulaily, and that's where the
variely comes in.

First Critic - Why do you always git
reir the drums at comic operas?

S+cond Critic -So as tomiss mcst of
the slal2 jokes.

Cho'ly—Lord de Liverus eaid an aw-
fully clever thiog last nighbt.

Chappie—Ya-us, What?

Cholly—He ea‘d that if the Americans
got intv a war with Japan it would be a
war betweea the Jays and Yapr, and he
didn't care which won.
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Officers of the State Federation of Woman's Clubs,
President, Mra. B. M. Stoutenborough, Plattsmouth.

Vice president, Mrs. J. E. Keysor, 2

274 Caldwell street, Omaha.

Secrelary, Mies Verta Gray, Fremont.
Treasurer, Mrs. M. F. Nichole, Beatrice.
Auditor, Mrs. D. C. McKillip, Seward.
Librarian, Mrs. G. M. Lamberison, Lincoln.

I-incoln Clubs.
NAME OF CLUR. PRESIDENT. SECRETARY
Athonem........cccoccvivveves Mre. Will Green, ... ... ... Mrs. Belle Hamilton
Book Review,................ Mra. L N.Baker......... ........ .... Mrs. Kelley
Century.. atiE e .Mre. M. H. Garten..... ..Mra. R. T. Van Brunt
Faculty Club. .. ... A Ty .. Mrs. Geo. E. MacLean ..Mrs. P. B. Burnett
Fortuightly ................. Mre. C. H. Imbofl .. ... Mre. C. H Gere
Hallin Grove....... ........ Mre. H. M. Bushpell. . .......... Mra. Walter“Dauvis
Lotos. . ....,...llru. J. L. McConuell ... .. ..... Mre. Lucy A Bessey
Matinee Musicale. . ...Mra. D. A, Canipboell ........... Mre. J. W. Winger
Soroeis ..............c000enn-- M. A.J.Sawyer_............... Mre. J. E. Miller
Sorosis, Jr.. vewo. . Mre. Wm.T. Stavens. . ........ Mra. Fred Shephard

WeJne«lay Afternoon. .
We man ‘s Club..
Y.W.C. A, hllgnzme Club..

OFFICERS OF THE CITY FEDERATION.

President, Mrs. Geo. L. Meissner, 1512
D street.

Firzt vice president, Mre. Ida Kelley,
839 North Twen!y-third street.

Second vice-president, Mrs. H. H.
Wheeler, 1517 11 street

Women are natural born reformers.
They must have s mething to work for,
must be eitker frying to lift up the fal
len, sendir g petticoats to the Hotten-
tots ur clearing the streets of their home
city. Men will have organizations for
no other purpose than for smusement
and recreation, but rot 0 wi'h women.
Their clube, th ir societies and organiz-
ations, must hare som= object in view il
nothing e's» th 'n the aiding of workirg
girls to good re ding malter, the jro-
mulgation of gcod cooking receipts, or
the ironiong of shirt waiste. At first it
was thovght 1kat the clubidea was some
#ort of a fad that would soon die oul: as
it had no great object in view. It was
thought that with no grea‘er incent've
than that of storiog the mind with his-
tory and art apd ihe like, that the cluts
wouald eoon die a natural death. But lo,
and bebold, cew lifs was iofused into
the clubs before they had begua to lan-
guisl, and now theclub hus an obj.ct
such as suits the mind of wonea bent
on reform and house cleaning.
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Some brigat woman, tired of seeing
weedy streets clustered w.th slozes and
broken glass, tired of sidewalks that
were but afew boards laid here and
there op stringere, thought of the iuea
of a cily improvement eociely. Soon it
became pepular because it was thes n
gible thinz to e, and such societies
were organized elsewhere. Acd what
thould be more natutal than that a
wouan's club should take up with such
ap ide:? llouse cleanicg has always
bexn a favorite cccupation of the softer
gex, and strect cleaning is bot houss
cleaniog moved out of doors. In sev.
eral of the larger cilies, notably Denver,
the cociety has made a poaerful ir-
pression, and the s:ntiment created in
favor of clean streets and good sidewalks
has been great and is growing.
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Here in our own pretty city ths women
have not been idie. Under tha direc
tion of Mrs. W. G. L. Taylor, a local so
c'ely was organ‘zed under tho protect.
ing wing of the woman's ciub. The
women flocked to it at ooce. It was
romethiog practical, somethiog 1that
they could take hold of and work with
a8 willat. Women who had never seen
the use of ciube, who were in no way

Mre. AL A

...The hostess acts as president
.. Miss Wild

...........................

blu Robert Wilson
llri. Kel'y

Scott...........

identified with the “new woman™ so
called, camo to the city improvement
foc ety and paid in the emall initiation
fee and were enthusiastic. The s ciety
even opeced ite dcors to the wen, and
a8 much 8 men hate Louse cleanirg,
they joined in numbers sufficient to en-
courage the women greatly, although it
is thought that the men were pot ull un-
seltish in the malter, as it has been
hinted that they thought that if the
womean went lo cleaning all out of doors,
they would have less time to clean house.
Married mpen know what houee cleaning
is, to their sorrow.
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The socie'y has already vindicated its
ex's‘ence. It has provin itsell worthy
of the support of the citizens of the city
by the work already accomplished. Last
rpring the school gronnds were cleared,
trees were planted, tlower-beds made
and flowers planted. The school chi!
dren were int>rested in the maiter and
an education in cleanliness and thrift
was begun in many & boy snd girl that
will be a life-long benefit. The onte
bare and eun-burned echool grounds are
veritable little parks {his summer. The
flaming flags of the petunia, the brilliant
ph'ox, the delicate portulaca, and many
other flowers enliven tha grassy roi
around the big bara t rick buildings, and
there is an air of cheerfulness that is
both surprising and p'easicg. The re.
prrts of the chairmen from the different
schools have been mo t encrussgicg.
Several times cbildren have come to the
gociely to make reports and they bave
made iotelligent and enthusiastic litt'e
tilks about the work,showing that they
were extremely interest.
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But the beauvtilying of the gchool
groucdas ia but the first step in the lad-
der to the beautifying of the city at large.
At the meeling of the sociely in the par-
lore of the Commercial club Monday
afternoon, much wid r and h'gzher plans
wera discussed. [t was an cothus‘astic
gathering for such hot westhor. Tak-
irg into consideration that Mrs. Taylor,
the yresiden®, is out of the city, and sl:0
thst many of the members are away on
vacat one, the a'tendance was granhfy-
inz. Andthough the heat was oppres.
sive, the interest did not leg. Mrs. Mec:
Connell, pr sidad. Mrs. Coffroth, the
sscrefary, was present, and the meeticg
opened promj tly at 9 o'clock (the society
is a stickler for prompt-ess) and busi-
nese was immediately begun. Keports

from such commit'ees as were in the
city were submitted. Mra. M. D. Welch,
chairman of the weed committee, said
that she bad been talking and working

agreat deal. Reports of weed patches
bad been sent in to Ftreet Commirsioner
Lindeay and he had promised to sce that
tke woeds were cut down. The central
and main portion of tke city will be weli
looked after, but the outlying districte
are apt to be neglected. The ladies ex.
pressed much plesure at the action of
the council insetting aside 2200 for weed
culling.

Mre. C. H. Hall talked of side walke.
She bas been doing coosiderable talking
with the owners of pocr sidewalks aad i
trying to create a sentiment in favor of
good walks. One of the most encoursg-
'ng festures of the meeling was the
presence of Councilman Woodward, who
wade an absorbiagly interesting and in-
ttructive addresa to the women on side-
xalkse. He told of the ordicances in re-
gard lo walks and outlined his plans for
th» future. He spoke of his desire to en-
large th= area in which wooden side
walks must be replaced with stoce or
cther hard walks as fast a8 they wear
out ar d acked the cooperation of the
recely in h'swok. The women were
much interested in his talk and were not
at all backward in asking questions and
talking freely a8 they went along. Coun-
eilman Wooduward presented the society
with a copy of the cily ordinances that
was much appreciated. A rising vote of
thanks was tendored Mr. Woodward for
his presecce and interest,
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It is not the province of the society to
fird fuu't. Not to binder, but to aid, is
the unwritten mect*o of the members, It
is tl e Cesite T all to unite with the city
council in making the city a place of
beauty, cleanliness and health, for the
artistic developme~t will eventually
m¢an a finettial development. A fine,
rlear residence city will call many to the
place. Euslern visilors who come here
and ece a city of beautiful &' reets, fine
rarks and bacdsome echool grounds,
will brecme ecamoured of the place and
invest in corper lots. It is not all a
matier of art with women, they have a
liftle selfishness at hemit. They know
that it means enhanced value to the cily
property and fo they are interested in
n akieg L neoln a eity noted for cleanli
ness.
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When tha ecol weather comes back
from the porth this fall, when the women
come home from their vacations and all
are invigoratad and ready for the fall
work, then the socie'y will begin to
show of what metal it i composed. The
hot weath=r is enough 1o make even the
st'ffest backbone wobbely, and it s a
wunder thst so prosy a thiog as a city
improvem=rt  toiety bas bickbone
erough 1o held its head from the ground
thes: days.  And when the society once
gats well on its feet, tten farewell to
sidewa ks liingea with ragged weeds,
fareweil to walks with a board here and
there, farewell to unsightly streets filled
with waste paper acd fruit skins. It
may be, some day, after enough ssnmti-
ment has been ¢rea‘'ed, that we may
bave strects paved wit's something else
than rolten cedar blocks that jam a
pursoni t eth clea) through the 100f of
his miuth every time he takes a ride
ovir them. |t may be 1hat we will have
cty parks that will be a bit of the
country let down into the hot dusty
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