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It is not generally known that the gas
and electric light companies in Lincoln
charge, when the bill does ot exceed
two dollars monthly, 50 cents for what
they call meter reut -although the
customer neither occupies the meter ror
is the meter at work for him. But if the
bill is a dollar and a half the meter rent
will bring it to an even two dollars. It
would be a disgrace for any eelf-re-
specting light company to collect any-
thing smaller than two dollars. Meters
in other places work for nothing, but
that does not matter. If the customer
were able to regulate consumption so as
to use up the electricity he must
pay for, whether he uses it
or not, it would soothe his feelings
when he pays his heavy, hght bill.

A grocer might just as well add a
certain sum to every monthly bill,
which in his estimation, did not pay for
the wear and tear on the delivery wagon,
horse and boy. He might as well so
far as the logic of the charge is concern-
ed, but it would be bad for his business,
for there are other grocers who are will.
ing to throw in wear and tear on wagon,
boy and repair of both, butalick! and
alas! there is only one electric light  .m
paoy, whoee bills depend eatirely upon
the company’s ideas of their proper size.
Shoe rent for collectors and linemen
would be ‘just as reasonable as metsr
rect. Ther- iz nothing in the habits of
the compsuy to iosure the citizens
against any arbitrary expansion of a bill
whoee size does ot suit the rules of
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proportion adopted by the Lincoln Elec-
tric Light Co. A protest against the
overestimated labor of the meter for the
month in keeping track of the electricity
used by the customer is only answered
by the gentleman who collects the meter
rent that it is a rule of the company
This closes discussion and appeals. “It
iz arule of the company.” Allah il
allah.
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The hypotenuse is still concealed in
the block of Teonessee marble which is
killing a large square of grassin the
state houee grounds. Poor John Currie
gave up trying to find it wher his ac
quaintances got too poor to advance
moumey for the search. There are some
inveterate sportsmen who are willing to
bet that Peary will find the pole before
John Currie finds the hypotenusa. The
Lincoln monument association, thougn
it bas not ee'ected a sculptor
is confident that it wil
be an easy task as £000
as the marble is theirs. Juhan Currie
has not officially relinquished his claim
to eeek for the hypotenuse hidden,
lixe Micheal Angelo's =zcgel, in
marble. The last days of his
gearch were embittered by the im-
possability of the task which he had set
himeelf. If thestatue be ever completed
old John Currie’'s hand should remove
the veil. He got the etone in some mys-
terious way. He was encouraged by a
hope that he could carve a statue of
Abraham Lincoin before which people
would reverently stand as they do be-
fore St. Gauden’s statue in Lincoln
park.

The really skillfulold stone cutter is
defeated by his lack of early study of
anatomy and modelicg. The deep
shadows of the decorative friezes around
the tower of the Y. M. C. A. buildirg,
which grow heavier 1n successive circles
as they ascend and the difference in the
patterns prove Mr. Currie has artistic
insight. Although not a genivs and in
capable pow of carving a human figure,
for which a study of the skeleton is
necessary, even to genius, under the in-
fAuence of an arustic envircnment and
with an  education Mr. Currie
would have made a good scupl
tor, for he possesses, first, a devotion
to sculpture, and technical skill, zeal
and industry when he is working at the
art which by temperament he is fitted
for and loves. If there is ever a great
statute of Abraham Lineoln here it wil}
be because of John Currie. His defeat
is pathetic, but if he loves art for itsown
& 'te he will be content when he unveils
the statute of Abrabam Lincoln made
by a more fortupate man.
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Miss McNab has been travellinz in
South Africa acd sending notes to the
Loodon papers.  When ske returced

she found that unpriccipalec pul:lishers
(bhow smoothly those words tit together)

were preparing to pirate her copy into
books of their own. She hastily revis-
ed her notea and got out her own book,
the loosenesa of form and lack of style,
of which she makes the vicious publish-
ers an excuse for. The book tells of her
experiences in South Africa very graph-
ically. In her unconsciously feminine
way she says she likes Rhodes and does
oot like Kruger. But she gives no
reason for her approval or aversion.
The book 18 full of Kaffir terms and
phrases which, with British politeness,
she does not explain. Why is it that the
English, when they visit India, Africa or
Central Asia, incorporate into their re
ports the phraseology of a barbarous
people and when they visit America in-
sist on their own terminology? Even Rud-
yard Kipling scorns to apply the terme,
baggage, depot, street car, conduclor,
servant or hack to thoee objects which
we have designated thue ourselves and
which do not exactly correspond with
the nearest English equivalent, Luggage
does very well for the English because,
until lately, they have rot had the
baggage check system and from the
moment they started on their travels it
wis a case of lug. Station is a better
word than depot, which means, except
in America, a place to stors things.
British arrogance is teaching us betrer
and “elucators’ are begioning to say
etation too. QOur street cars are pot
trams—the latter is neither descriptive
nor picturesque, nor exact. A condue
tor is not a guard nor '8 a huck a cab.
Maid and man are belter words than
servants for such employes and they also
are euperceding the less sympathetic
word. But why do we not deserve the
cradit or blame of our own nomencla-
ture. It may bea poor thing but it is
our own. And when Mr. Kiplicg allows
ike heathen to keep their bungalows
tiffin and jinrik shas why should he de-
pr.ve a much more istelligent people,
of the same ancestral origin as his own
and who are his wife's people, of their
housshold phraseolozy? Hack is a
mu:h better word than the outlandish
jin-rik-sha, yet he discards hack in order
to do so, tearing out the front windows,
elevatiog the shafte, and mounfing the
driver up behind, thus makicg it a cab,

“which it aiot.” Besides mak
irg kindling wood of the
hack in the Anglicising pro

cesz. he has lost entively local color
Local color is the excuse of Du Maurier
for making his Ecgiish books mcre
Frecch than English. Local color ie the
reason for the bad livers and the heathen
names in Kipling's stories. And the
reaton is cogent, But even English
literary men bave enough combativene:s
from deleated sires to wish to discourage
any kind of American independence of
epeech,
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The features of the president of this

country are more familiar to a lar er

number of the citizens of Linecoln than
is the aspect of Mayor Giraham and his
council. Presideot McKinley could not
walk the streets of Lincoln without in-
stant recognition. His personality is
familiar to the public of the United
States. Although his character is not of
such immediate wnd apparent impor-
tance to us we are belter acquainted
with him than with the execulives of
our own city government.

The humbler city officials, such as the
policemen, aseessors and the city scaven-
ger, are the only representatives of the
city known to the property holders at
large. Policemen, outside of any influ.
ence, are appointed because of their
brawn, _onesty and liability to stay
awake nights and not at all on acecount
of their polish. In spite of which the
police, as I have known them have never
exhibited their power for the purpose
of frightening and bullying law abidiog
citizens. And the vcity cflicials
in the persons of the scavengers
and street cleaners  have been
above reproach. But the assessors,
who more than any of the city's hired
mer, come within conversatioral reach
of the plain citizen, rometimes bring
repreach upon the very important de.
partment  they are  sent out
to  eecure funds for. In times
times past they have been good natured,
bard working men who executed their
mission with a subdued gense of power
that did not deprive the assessed of all
dignity and sell respect. Soma of the
men, to speak exactly, one of the men
who is paid to estimate the taxable
personal property of the Fourth ward,
has caused more suspicion of and ob.
jections to the city government than the
strictest bicycle regulations. With his
hat on his head he enters a house
presided over by a timid woman, wheo,
as the case may be, is cooking, washing
or sweeping. Her, he questions with a
manner at once coarse and terrifying.
In this individual she converses for the
first time with ths lawand her reverence
is replaced by disgust. He goes from
house to house and as fast as he goes
he makes the city government uppopu-
lar with that member of the famiiv who
is at home daytimes avd whoss hand is
said to rock the world. This particular
deputy of the assessor has exceede | even
an aseessor's privileges, in consequence
of which his services to the city are
about to end.
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The board of managers of the Trans
Missiseippi exposition is suppesed to
meet ¢very Saturday, but for several
weeks, it is said, that there haspot besn
a quorum present. Thefore
functions and power of the woman's
board of msnagers has oot vet been de
termined upon. So far as the sitoa
tion has unfolded at prescnt, the wo
man's board is a sub committee com-
petent to report and advise but not com-

the exact




