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i OBSERVATIONS. !

The feeling against Greek letter fra-
ternities which has just expressed itself
by the Nebraska legislator’s bill, rall-
lutmthdrupm.hduua
few of the less respectable among
them. . A-good fratecalty is goed for the
smiversity, for the student who is a
member of it and for the community of
whichi it is a part. It is good for the
-Mtymultmupﬁtlh
corps in its members and stimulates
them to do better work. A body is of
more consequence than the members of
it and the strength and glory of the
fraternities is the strength and glory of
the university. The fraternity which
has traditions of scholarship and char-
acter bestows them upon each new
member and all the old members make
it their business to help the younger
ones not to disgrace the history of the
fraternity. A good fraternity is a com-
mercial and 3 social advantage to the
community. It rents houses, gives
parties, goes tally-ho riding and in
wmmmmmm
than destroys.

The benefit of the brotherly interest
which the older student takes in the
new one is rspecially valuable if the
older student is a scholar and a gentle-
man. [
The Influence of a fraternity upon
man dépends not murh upon the fact
that it is a secret society, but upoa the
character of the [raternity,” which Is
ziready established when he joims it
It is an evil day for a young collegiate
when he finds that he is united by
ridicaiously inviolable vows to an um-
derbred lot of hoodlums whose rank in

the university is low and who are dis-

tinguished from street loafers only by

« thelir arrogance and aggressiveness.

One of last fall's initiates found himself
connected with just such an imferior
greup of men and he sundered the new
ties with unrxpected declsion. In spite
of the comparstively thort experience
that the citisens of Lincoln bave had
with college fraternities the grocers,
haberdashers and opera house man-
agers know that among other excellent
socletirs Phi Delta Theta and Phi Kap-
pa Psi mean manlineds, breeding and
honesty. To the university authorities
these letter: mean in addition, scholar-
thip. Their chapter houses are guiet
during study hours and they respect
the rights of their neighbors. On the
other hand the fraternities which have
had a tendency to cast suspicion on the
whole Greek alphabet have no hours of
study, their members spend their time
in playing “The Soubretts’'s Smile,”
snmoking cigareites and dancing two-
sieps, while their university rank “is

something awful.” This is not the’

woret, they are the terror of the nrigh-

* borbood. on account of their petty dep-

redations which they consider a joke.
The merchants have not a good word
for them. There iz the same instinct-
ive antagonism between them and or-
ganized society that there is between
the latter and the criminal classes
only there is not so much of it and
the students disguise their depredations
under an air of frivolousness and jocu-
larity. If the legislature could suppress
the few which have given to the whole
system a bad name, the antagoniam
which the community feels to the sys-
trm would subside. A bad man Is only
formidable when he is supported by an
organization. The laws that we have
are sufficient to protect society against
individuals, but a mumber of young
bad men united by a bond of secrecy is
a menace to property and to individuals
which the legislature has begun to ap-
preciate. The remedy, however can
much more effectually be applied from
within, Where a chapter has disgraced
the name by dissipation, poor scholar-
ships and bad citizenship, the charter
ghould be withdrawn, thus protecting
the community and conserving the
good name of the fraternities.
[ ]

President McKinley as soidier, sena-
tor, and governor, has always done
what was expected of him. His advo-
cacy of a high protective tariff first in-
troduced him to the American people.
On taking the ocath of office he said
that he had been elected on the tariff
jssue. Considering the weight and
bulk of coinage argument on the
sptreet, on rear platforms, and in the
pewspapers the statement surprises
the west. However Mr. McKinley
stands for protection as Mr. Bryan
stands for free coinage at a ratio of
sixteen to one without waiting for the

ald or consent of any other nation. Mr.
McKinley's attitude towards free coin-
age was settled for him by the St
Louis coavention and thus individually
his position towards the question is neg-
atlve and he is justified in thinking he
was electrd on a tariff lesue. There is
no reason to doub: that he will call an
extra sessicn of congress, and that so
far as his influem~e goes all the virtue
there is in a high protective tarif will
be applied to the country that needs it
most.

The iremy of politics was never il-
lustrated better than in the late at-
tempt to prevent mayor Graham from
having a second term. The partisans
of Mr. Webster were anxious to see
him nominated becaunse, they said,
“there was a man without money and
without prire.” With hm as mayor the
interrsts of the city and the people
would come first. In the convolutions of
the game, in which the mayor was a
winner from the start, Mr. Webster
drew all the extra virtuous energy in
the party to himself to the exclusion
cf any other candidate. After Mr.

“Woodward was out of the way Mr.

Webster withdrew. leaving Mayor
Graham in command of the situation.
This teaches several wus=ful lessons.
First, it is not ~xpedient to overlook
the power and foresight of the marhine.
It works noleelessly, it is oiled and it
runs night and day, without it ecity
politics would be a jumble of crosspur-
poses and ineffectual actions. The
enginrers are men of grim purpose and
steady, and nine times out of tem they
win because they outgeneral the other
fellows. The meriaphor is mixed bat
perhaps Mr. Lindsey will excuse it on
account of the great truth expressed.
Another lesson to be learned is that the
candidates are controlled by influences
and circumsianres stronger tham their
professions and cbligations. The ma-
chiny which moves the pawns in the
game >an not be, and is not, hampered
by considerations of the persomal obli-
gations of the personal omeoffi Irsoni
gations of one man to others. Such
coaditions would break up the game and
there can not be but one reason for
playing it and that is, winning. But
first and last it teaches that it is futil=
to exalt the superior integrity and hon-
cr of any man befors he dies. He may
do something to make his eulogists fee]
foolish. Not that Mr. Webster has done
sny thing dishonorable. He did what
was expedient. He is no better and no
worse than Mayor Graham or any other
ccmmon man who is or may be a candi-
date for mayvor. As I said last week,
there is cnly one example of supernat-
ural integrity in the city and he was
defeated for president.

The prize fightsrs in Carson City are
secure in the ronfidence that they are
the cemters of interest im spite of the

discourage literature on the manly art
of self defense. Plctureas cf the
bunches of steel muscles which they
wear cn their backs and arms rivals
“the glory that was Greec®, and thg
splendor that was Rome's.” Th» dying
gladiator would not sell seven to ten
againe! the Nevada proteges. Laciur-
ors on art bewail the last perfeciion of
physical development that was the imn-
spiration of the Greek sculptor. Yet the
refinemsnt of the Twentieth ~cntury Is
thocked by a muscular development and
a knowledge of the science of dodging
and talking that would have koocked
out the most renownsd champion of tha
Olympic games. Seriously though mno
one desires a prize fighter In the family,
he ia not without valee to civillzation
if only as an awful exam_ le of what the
exclusive cultivation of athleties will
do for a man. Contrariwise when ath-
letics are ignored, as In the last days of
Rome, it is the most dangerous sign of
decadence and efiminary. Thea will
the nation produce soldiers of the Ste-
phen Crane pattern, who go crazy medi-

‘tating on war, imstead of fighting and

bragging as a soldler should.
L]

Hereafter says the Railway Age, en-
tomology will form a part of the curri-
culum provided for aspiring air brake
men. A museum of living and pre-
sarved rpecimens of ineects deliterious
to the air brake sys:em will be in~uded
in the equipment of air brake cars In
the shell of the retaining valve of the
air brake system is a little hole one-
fourth of an inch in dlameier, neces-
sary for the passage of air. There is a
valve within the shell easily interfercd
with by any foreign substance. If the
valve cannot work freely, the inspeetor
makss it known by the usual defect
card bearing the legend “Brakes «liek.”
Until very recently, and them en!y up-
on the Burlington road. it was pot
known what was the first caunse lead-
ing to this resuit, and it was oaly by
the exercise of much care and nvesti-
gation that Mr. Rhodes has been able
to tell us what is the matter. And what
a funny kind of an enemy after all!

The misthief arises from the pr for-
ence, tacitly expressed, of a ecerfain
kind ¢! mud wasp for erecting i!s Incn-
bating arrangements around the roiain-
ing valve. Thes mud used in the ba ld-
ing procees Interferes with the proper
operation of the valve, and the hwakes
stick. That the practice is by no wans
accidental is shown by the dozen cr 80
of valves exhibited by Mr. R) &=,
come ¢! which he propos s shall bvovne
frujtfu! in the genial warmth of his
office.

As far as at present known the in-
gert has some peculiar habits. It is ap-
pareatly iadigencus to the plains ~[ Ne-
braska, but prefers as a habitat such
cars as are to be transfered frcm the
Union Pacific to the Burlingica at or




