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“THE NEN MINTER.”

“Good morning, Mrs. Bruner. 1 just
thought i'd etep in a minute thia morn-
ing and ges how you wue getting along,
I emelled your doughnuts too as I came
around the corner and besides, 1 had a
bit of news to tell to you.”

“Well I'm glad you've come, Have
some doughnuts,” said Mrs. Druner as
she slowly lifted several delicious brown
cakes from the kettle of gesthing grease
and placed them on a plate. I was
just thinkio' I would run over and ece
you when these doughnuts was frid,
for 1 had some news too, and now, may-
be,”” she continued, without tuking
breath, “my news is the same a8 yourn.”

Mre. King, the first speaker, wasa tall,
large boned woman with iron grey hair
Lrushed s'raight back and revealing to
the best advantage the light in her
kind!y brown eyes. She was the good
Samaritan of the village and a splendid
person to tell the news. Her most in-
timate friend, Mre. Bruner, a rather
stout, rasy-going woman had the same
characteristic of gathering and epread.
ing news quicker than anyone in the
village, quicker even than the editor of
the “Jonesville Sunrise,” why often de
clare 1 good-naturedly “he'd either have
to hire them two women on his staff or
g've up the business.”

Mrs. King did not wait to hear what
Mrs. Bruner had to say for fear she
might get to tell it first if it was the
same. “I've heard the new minister is
coming tomorrow afternoon on the two
forty-tive train, but his wife and little
girl won't come tili Saturday night so 1
don’t ‘spese we'll get fo see them till
preachin’—Sanday morning *

“Yee, that’s my news too,” answered
Mrs. Bruner cheerfully for she had
something to add, “and they do say
that ehe’s a4 step mother to the little girl
whose ¢wn mother died when she was
just a little thing.”

So the news spread until every one in
the towsn was discuesing the new Meth-
odist minister, his wife and littla girl,
They wondered if he wouldn't be far
ahead of the Congregational preacher,
whether his wife made a good step-
mother and which one of the five empty
houses in town they woulld take, for
there was no pareonage. They had pic-
tured their minister tall and broad-
ghouldered, light and dark, sociable and
sullen; so that when the train pull~d up
at the little depot on Wednesday after
noon there were quite & number stand-
ing around besides the committee with
blue ribbons who were to receive him,
to catch the first glimpse of the new
minister.

The subject of such great interest
quietly stepped uff of the train, shook
hands with them as he told them he
was Rev. Stanhope whom they were ex-
pecting, before they hardly realized it.

The next few days he was very busy,
securing a house and getting it repaired
80 that by Sunday everyone in the vil-
lage knew that he was a rather slight,
etoop shouldered man of about medium
height with black hair and blue eyes,
rather quiet and pale-looking, with a
weary troubled expression which never
left his facs for an instant,—and now
they were ready to eee his wile.

Supday morping the Methodists were
all out to church early, and a few Con-
gregationaliste ae  well. The little
church was packed when a stir was
heard and the suppressed whispers told
of the arrivai of the minister and his
family. The little girl and her wmother
entered their pew as the minister reach-
ed the pulpit. The service began im
med:ately and the well prepared sermon,
gimple but touching, had held the atten-
tention of the whole audience so that
only by peeping through their fingers
during prayer and during the singing of
the hymns did the female part of the
congregation note the hight curly hairof
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the minister's wife and her proud pale
face, as well as the hardsome silk gown

the wore. The little girl wus dressed in
white cishmere and ribbons and the
eame gad expression which they saw in
her father’s face seemed reflected in
her own.

The following week a!l the prominent
ladies in the church had called at the
parsonage. and at the Dorcas society
Saturday aftcrnoon had given vent to
their fallings.

“She’ll never he t' e president of the
aid gociety, the secretary of the mission.
and the bead of Merey and
ﬁ-’ii!l Mre. Klr-g

ary society,
Help as we planned”
sadlv,

“She looks like a biec wax dol! with
that white frizz'y hair.” added one lady.

“Well,” gaidd Mrs.
she settled hack eomfortably in a rock
ing chair, “I'll invite her to my house to
tea and see how she acts. [ believe
ehe'll bear acquaintance; we'il try her
anvway.”

Mra. Broner gave her t a and as sgha
told Mre. King the next day, “Sha just
talked and langhed and praised myv light
biscuit and we had a real good time.
She's real delieate for she didn’t eat
enough for a bird, but [ don’t think it’s
‘cauee ehe didn’t like my supper for she
gaid it was eplendid.”

So the Jdays paseed in goesipe and
toa= until the minister’s wife hersell en-
tertaiiet. She bad prepared an elegant
supper but the dear women invited
couldn’t imagine where she cooked it
for the room that was a kitchen was
row a very pretty dining room. The
finger bowls bothered them and they
wondered why she had six enshions on
the enfa in such a disorderly fashion.

Sometimes she was very pleasant and
sgreeakle, and again eo atiflf and distant
in her manner that they were at a loss
for something to say. DBy and by when.
ever they called the minister and his
little girl, Marie, talked to them, alwavs
eaying, “Mre, Stanhop» is ill today.”

The lit'le girl clung to her father and
ro one Lad ever geen his wife smile or
talk to her.

The good ladies had planned a pound
gurprise party and only gave the minis-
ter an inkling of it 0 he would be at
home. Thev all came early and were
talking and 'anghing with the minister
when his wife hastily left the room. Lit-
tle Marie and her father glanced at cach
other, and he excused himsell hastily,
presently returning to say, “Mrs. Stan-
hope is ilL.”

Mrs. Bruner went upstairs to see her,
thinking “the poor thing ought not to
be left alone,” She came down in a few
moments and the party soon Lroke up.
On the way home Mrs. Bruner, for once
very much excited, talked to them in
broken sentences. “Brethren and sis.
ters —the door was shut tight and poor
little Marie was holding the door knoh—
and she savas so pitiful —Please Mra,
Bruner you eannot go in., Papa wonld
not like it and he has gone for n.e licine'
—and just then sharp screams and
moans and curses came from that roem
—and seratching and tearing like a wild
animal. Tha! child with tears stream-
ing down her face begged me to go or
papa wonld be so angry —and [ left her
clinging to the door koob.'

Silence reigned a moment unbroken
gave by the sobs which Mrs. Bruner
seemed unable to control, and then a
burst of voices told of the terrible con-
sterpation which had siezed them afler
such a recital. Explanations were use-
lesa for po one was satistied, and the
longer the discussion the deepar the
myotery grew. inally they separated
for their various homes and not a few
spent hall the night in earnest prayer
for their minister and his fanuly.

A few days later the loalers around
the depot were surprised to see the
minister's wife step on the train unpat
tended and veiled.

Two wee ks later the minister told his
people he too must eave and with his

Bruner quietly as

little girl was standing at the depot
biddicg them good bys where so ghort a
time before he had received their
weleome,

As they still talked, the train was in
with its roar amd steam; & message Was
placed in the minister's hand, which he
anxionsly and nervously tere open. The
next moment the {aces pressed against
the car windows saw a man sway and
then fall heavily on the platform «i'h «
yvellow paper fluttering in his fingers;
and then a hittle giel beoding over him,
teurfully entreating him to speak to her,

Teuderly the villagers bore him into
the waiting room and whils some en
deavored vainly to bring back lifs
another examined the bit of yellow
l)il[il'r

“The body of well dreseed ludy
proven by several articles fonnd on body
to be Mrs. Elizabeth Stanhope,  found
dead in her room  Windsor Hotel, Both
arms cowered with httle peedie pricks,
Overdose accidental no doubt., Mor-
phine case hall empty marked E. S
found en body. Come immediately for
wlentitication.'

The next day the train bore the min-
ister to his wife, but he dil not travel
with the little girl dressed 10 deep
mourning who sat in the second couch,
but back -a'ose-—in the baggage car.

Prag. Wycorr.

We have purchased (because It Is
just the thing we have needed) the
Columb.an Cyclopedia Library, con-
sisting of the Columbian encyclopedia,
which Is also an unabridged dictionary
thirty-two volumes of eonvernlent size
neatly bound, four volumes of thean-
nual cyclopedic review, four volumes of
current historyfor 1896, one Culumbian
atlas and the neat convenlent revolving
oak cas ewith glass doors. From the
evidence obtained we find that some
part of this work s placed in the
best private and publie library in this
country an dabroad, for the reason
that they cover a field relative to the
past, present and future progress
and achievements of the human race
not attempted by others. The plan
is original, and the work throughout
is carefully and ably written.

Current history coniains 228 pages,
is Issucd two months after the close
of each quarter, this length of time
being taken to redace all information
recelved to be an abselutely reliable
and authentic basis If these are
kept on file, this magazine will prove
a permanent and Invaluable record of
all important movements in political,
social religious, literary, educational
scientific and industrial affairs.

The magazine will be Indispensible
to all people who have encyclopedias,
as It will be needed to keep these
works up to date. To those who do
not own encyclopedias it will be doubly
valuable as their sowrce of informatlion
is more limited. About March of
each year the four volumes of current
history are bound Into one wvolume,
known as the Annuai Cyclopedic Re-
view. There are now four of these
bound volumes covering yearsiS§2-3-4
and 5. The work has for endorsers
and subscribers !n this clty and state
geuch people as Mr., Gere, editor-inchief
of the Lincoln State Journal,, Hon
Jee Bartley, state treasurer. Hon. W.
J. Bryan, Mr, Miller, editor of the
Northwestern Journal of Education,
Hon. H. B. Corbett, state supsrintend-
ent of public Instruction, Dr, R. E.
G fTen.

Every reading person has felt the
need of brief summaries of current
topics and events. The daily, weekly
and monthly periodicals and papers
may furnish data sufficient, but the
labor of collecting and digesting It 1s
frequently cut of propor*ion to the re-
sult obtained A mosy satisfactory
summary may be found In the quar-
journal has been of invaluable service
terly issues of Current History. This
in the library covering a fleld that no
olher attempts.

Subscription price, $1.30 a vear In
advance; bound volumes, cloth, $2.
half morroceo, $2.50; library sheep, 32.50;
embossed sheep, $2.50; taree-fourths
persion, $1. Complets library from
$36. to $108; cases from 35, to $44.

The complete library is sold on
monthly pavments to suit purchaser.
City suhscriptions will be recelved at
the Courier offlice for a limited time
only, or at Mr. H W. Brown's book
store, direet all other correspondence
to C. S. Borum, general agent Lincoln,
Nib.

SULI’F O-SALINB

BATHHOUSE AND SANITARIUN

COR 14 AND M.
LINCOIL.N, NEBHRASKA.

Open at all Hours Day and Night

All forms of baths
TURKISIH, RUSSIAN AND ROMAN

With special attention to the
cation of natural salt water
Several times stronger than sea wates
Bpecial departmeut tor surgical cases
and diseases pecuiiar to women,
Rheurua . Skin, Hlood N
sasre, Ltt:r‘?nd l.l':-] “: “m
Allmants are traated su y.

Eas bath be rojoyed at
u:;.::g;‘r.i;mh; .I.fnmu-u. 05
ght ted to uniform temperatere

DRS. M H. AND 4. € .EVERETT
Managiog Physicians.

Under uew management

MERCHANTS' HOTEL
OMAHA, NEBR.
e T

Special attention to te trade,
semmeorcial travelers. Farnam street
:—-Ihdnn.udln-dl rarts

UNION
PACIFIC

B H i = .
(o o’
S picTor\P

Actual time traveling.
31 hours to Salt Lake.
61 hours to San Francisco.
€% hours to Portland.
77 hours to Los Angeles.

—FROM—

LINGOLN, NEB

City office, 1044 O s'reet.

WantedAn Idea 7223
thing ti
one Li=w
Write JONY WEDBENET AN R Care Lo Sraat,

peys, Washingon, D. ¢, for thetr gi.90 wiler
M A Mst of two hundred lnvwmm-. " 2::.

ATENTS

TRADE MARKS,
DESICNS,
COPYRICHTS &ec.

Anvane -mnn:f sketeh and doseription may
Quekly ascertain, frew, whelher an invent:an e
probatly patentabie.  ( ooimuniestions strictly

cunhle o tigl, Oident ager -rlr.—--«u d (1
ot
in Ameries We have a Washington -‘::!--—_.
Patents token through Munn & € o Tecwive

apeving notics in the

SGIENTIFIC AMERICAN,

beantifally ilustrted, lreest cirenistion of
ANy s datife onrmnal, we Folermus K (0 @ yeur;
L mix mont bes, Spevimen eopicn and IL&\D
Book uN PPATEXTS sent fre Vddress

MUNN & Co
361 Broadway, New \.rh.
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